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A Couple of PIE Finds

Since the last newsletter, a couple of vases
made by Provincial Industrial Enterprises, or
PIE as most of us know it, have been found
by collectors. Thefirst one shown here was
found at the antique show held at
Tsawwassen, British Columbia. Eventhough
is has been broken and repaired at the rim,
it is nevertheless a nice piece, especially
at the bargain basement price of $10.00.
The dealer ob-
vioudly did not
know what he
had as, in my
opinion, even a
broken vase
would be worth
$100.00 or more as
they are so hard to
find.

The vase stands 9
1/4-inches high and
is finished using
coloured lacquers.
, The base colour is
Al cream with the low ar-
piE % . easof therelief design
wa” o filled with a brown
e 114 wash accenting the
#7 hammered brass
decoration around
thebase, theroseand
leaf decoration on the bulbous body and
the geometric pattern (perhapsastylized

floral design) on the neck.

The markings on the bottom are pretty well
self explanatory with the style number being
51, the decoration number 653 and the col our
UMBER. The PIE stamp itself isin black
with the added markings in a brown, likely
umber.

Previoudy | had recorded one other example
of this vase, one in the collections of the
Glenbow Museum, It wassimilarly stamped
giving the style/decoration and colour code
as"bl, 652 and SILVER".

The second piece was obtained at a garage
salein Cagary, and it too wasbroken, infact
more so than the B.C. find as it has several
cracks running from the rim to the bottom
where they encircle the base. In addition it
hastwo old chipsfrom therim and also some

Cont’d on page 2

An Attractive MHP Pattern

I truly enjoy watching ebay, not to see what pieces
sell for, but rather for the new shapes, patterns, and
decorationsthat continueto surface. This6 1/2-inch
cereal

bowl isone such item.

Regretfully a black
. and white picture
does not do it
justice asit re-

] ally is quite

{ *,!'_"' » colourful. The
94_'- RS | vendor did a
' - good job of
A/ " describing it as

o & . y having "an ex-
S, AR cellent peach
e glaze around the in-
sideedgethat fadesto abeige

at the bottom. The leaf clusters are in blue, green,
rust and some light brown. The exterior iswhite and
the pin firing marks are at the rim. The logo isin
great shape. Overall condition is Excellent to Mint.
No chips, crazing, cracks or fading."

What he described as peach looks pink to me and |
might have mentioned that the blue leaves are actu-
ally shadows of the green and brown maple leaves.

Presently, we know far too

little about the decorative

patterns produced by
Medicine Hat Potter-
ies. Few pieces ac-
tually have pattern
names on them, in-
cluding thisone.
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loss of the lacquer paints on the
decoration side. But onceagain,
itisstill agood find at a couple
of dollarsand in my opinion still
worth about $75.00 asthe breaks
wereclean and the pieceswere
carefully and tightly glued
back together.

Thefinder, B.G. of Calgary,
generously donated thispiece
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to the Friends of Medalta
Society. In spite of its cracks,
it is still a good reference and
display piece. This brings the
number of PIE pieces in the
FOMS's collections to four,
comprised of three different
shapes.
Once again the PIE stamp
isin black, but in this in-
stance the added markings
arein gold.

The markings are 4, 598 and 504 for
the style no. or shape, decoration and
colour respectively. The catalogue de-
scriptionisas
follows:

Syle no. 4
vase, Pro-
vincial In-
dustrial En-
terprises,
later taken
over by
Medaltaand
assigned
style no. 93
by Medalta,
lacquered
geometric
decoration
with each of
the geometric
patterns edged |
ingold, starting
from the rim is
a dark blue
drape back-
ground, the dark blue

drape ending in rectangular bars,
ballsand V-shaped, on the dark blue
a bright red in irregular geometric
shapes, extending fromthe bottom of
the blue drape other geometric
shapes in green comprised of V-
shaped, chevrons, ballsand a bar, the
wholeplaced over alighter blue base
covered with small white mottles
(Medaltawould likely call the colour
sandy blue), gold trimaround therim
and another gold stripe around the
bottom of the neck separating the
neck from the globular body, 6.75"
high.

Yet Another Medalta Vase

Holy Smokes, you never know what
will comeout of theattic. Just ook at
this beauty finished with the brown
handpainted mill decora-

tion against the usual

honey background.

Even if was not )

marked on the bot-

tom with the large, CA
maple-leaf stamp, one

would just know that it was aMedalta
piece.

| really cannot tell you much about it,
other than thefact that it showed up at
a garage sale in the City of Cagary,
and it was not alone. It was one of a
pair, this one in mint condition while
the other onewas cracked. Originally
it was priced at just a buck, but that
quickly jumped to $250.00 which, in
my opinion, isstill an exceptional bar-
gan.

The vase stands 8 1/4-inches high and
measures 2 1/16-inches in diameter
across the base.

| must presume that the pair of vases
was made as prototypes that never
went into full production or surely we
would have seen the shape before now.
If not prototypes, perhaps they were
madefor personal use by an employee,
or madetofill aspecial request. What
we do know is that they were hand
thrown and that they date to the early
1930s. Present
evidence suggests
that the mill deco-
ration was intro-
ducedin 1930 and
discontinued by
1934,

What happened
to the cracked
second one? |
do not know, but
it is out there
somewhere for a | =
lucky collector to
pick up some day.

.
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Hycroft's Safeway Collectibles

The low Stetson hat shown here re-
cently sold on ebay for about $13.50
Canadian, but what caught my eyewas
its fanciful description. If you have
no idea what the markings on a piece
stand for, just make it up as you go!
Below is the description as

given by the seller,

"...Here is a won-
derful piece of
Hycroft Pottery .."r =
of MedicineHat, j
Alberta. Itisa
Very nice souve-

nir Cowboy Hat
advertising the
Safeway logo on

..L.Fi-F. H

the front along with —

the name of Eugene
Woronchuk with W.C.F.P.B.A. and
dated Calgary 1966. | do not know
what the initials stand for but being
a cowboy hat, | assumeit has some-
thing to do with The Calgary Sam-
pede, but | could be wrong.

Being with the Safeway logo | would
also guessthisguy isa Chuck WWagon
racer at the Calgary Sampede. Who
Knows??? |If you collect Hycroft
Pottery, this would make a wonder-
ful addition to your collection and
an older piece as well being 1966.
A great advertising piece. It'sin
great condition with no chips or
cracks. The buyer adds $5.50 for
p& h for safe wrapping..."

Presumably, the seller thought theitem
might get more bids, and perhapseven
higher ones, if it waslisted as a Stam-
pede item as well as a Safeway col-
lectible, but that does not appear

to have been the case as _
$1350iswell within =~~~
theaverageprice . & .
for Hycroft hats.
After the auc-
tion, | contacted e
the buyer to let
him/her know what -

o,

’ L ALGARY "
i '*c'nnlu':m <

— -.Efli--"
:ﬁf“{w -
: 1966" on the hat.

W.C.F.PB.A. stands
for, as well as the
number of hats or-
dered at thetime. In-
voice no. 8505, dated
25 March 1966 and sent
to the Western Canada
Five-Pin Bowling
Association,
Cagary, was for
405 white hats,
with lettering in gold, at
$.75 each. It describes the
markings as having the
Safeway "S" brand on the
crown of the hat along with
"W.C.FPB.A., CALGARY

A private collector has several simi-
lar hatsthat arelikely marked the same
as the one shown here except for the
date. Unfortunately, his collection is
packed in boxes preventing me from
checking the actual layout
and getting a photograph of

fee mug. Three of
these mugs
were do-
nated to the
FOMS in
the vyear
2000, two in
yellow as
shown here and the
other in blue. The cata-
logue description isasfol-

lows:

"on one side angling upward to the
right "Relax It's COFFEE TIME/
COMPLIMENTS OF/Canada
Safeway/AND/The Medicine Hat
News" al in brown on ayellow/white
lined mug with thick/thin gold band-
ing around therim & with another bro-
ken gold stripe around the middle, in
the bottom are the words "HAPPY/
SHOPPING" in gold."

All were marked with the common
22K gold Hycroft
stamp.

the pieces. However, his 05&' So far | have not
computer listsone of the hats been ableto dentify
as "W.C.F.P.B.A./ A . .

th
CALGARY  1960/M.  €OICing yar, M8 e t'r:‘;‘;":nfu;escorﬁ
TRELEVAN" but it doesnot 2K goLP '

mention the Safeway logo or
give the specific placement of the
markings. The order for these hats,
billed to Safeway Stores Limited,
Calgary, wasfor 300 white hat ashtrays
withthered Safeway crest & individu-
aly personalized (no details given) at
$1.10 each on the 28 March 1960
(6316). In addition another 24 white
hat ashtrayswith gold and the Safeway
crest, but not personalized, werebilled
and sent to Mr. C.C.
Baldwin of Calgary on
March 28, 1960
(6315) at $1.00
each.
The last Hycroft-
made Safeway col-
lectible that | have
recorded isan M-3 cof-

Safeway had been
billed for them, | be-
lieve that | would have found the in-
voice. Therefore it seems likely that
the billing was to The Medicine Hat
News and its orders number several
hundreds, most with few or little de-
tails given.

| phoned the donor Mrs. J. T., Septem-
ber 2003, and she reported that the
items came from a cabin that they
bought in Elkwater just abit beforethe
donation was made. All were found
in the kitchen cupboards left there by
the previous owner, now deceased.
The three Hycroft "Happy Shopping"
mugswerein the back of one cupboard
and they looked as if they had never
beenused. Shesuspectsthat they were
aspecial promotion, but shehasho ac-
tual knowledge of their origin. o
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Three Stoneware Oddities By Medalta ltem Three

by Bill Kellett

Throughout Medalta's aimost forty
years of pottery manufacturing,
stonewareitems (largely crocksand
jugs) constituted the greater part of
the company's production. One
commonly finds crocks of varying
sizesaswell asjugs, bean pots and
hot water bottles (sometimes called
'pigs) in antique shops and shows,
and the frequency with which they
arefound certainly atteststo the pro-
digious numbersin which theitems
were produced!

Every now and again, however, a
pieceturnsup whichisof avery spe-
cialized nature and was thus pro-
ducedinvery smal quantities. Here
are three such piecesthat | thought
other collectorswould like to know
about, since I've never seen any of
these items in any other collections
that | have viewed.

Item One

This unmarked
piece  stands
slightly over
nine inches
tall and ap-
pears to
have been
made using
Medalta's
half gallon
jug mould.
Its colour-
ing and manu-
facturing method

is consistent with those used by
Medalta. Perhaps its intended use
was as a feeder of some sort, since
it has a hole

located
near its
base. It
also has a
knob on
top which
is similar to

those used on Medalta's hot wa-
ter bottles. If thisitemisafeeder,
however, one would expect the
piece to have no bottom; instead
this piece has a bottom exactly
like one would find on aregular
Medalta half gallon jug. So the
big question, then, is "What the
heck isit?' |
would cer-
tainly be in-
terested in
hearing from
anyone who
can assign a
use to this
piece!!

Item Two:

The second
item is also
unmarked,
but Medaltais
known to
have pro-
duced one hundred wine coolers
for The International Wine Com-
pany of Vancouver in 1928, and
| am quite certain that thisisone
of those one hundred coolers!

The piece stands about nine and

three quarter inchesin height and
measuresabout threeand one half
inches across. It too has a hole
(measuring about three quarters
of an inch) near its base, which
presumably was intended to ac-
commodate a spigot. I've at-
tempted to find alisting for The
International Wine Company in
my 1934 British Columbiadirec-
tory, but the company does not
appear to be listed in that year.

The third
item | would
like to share
with you is a
half gallon
crock that
bears a Sun-
burst, Medi-
cineHat oxide
stamp. Thisis
unusual since
the mark isren-
deredinred oxide,
whichisuncommon

for Sunburst items. It also bears a Medalta
impressed mark initsunderside! Thisisob-
viously one of the Medalta moulds utilized
by Sunburst after they began production in
the Medaltaplant. Like the two items previ-
ous discussed, this piece also has a hole near
the base probably intended to accommodate

aspigot.

While this piece actualy is marked with a
Sunburst stamp, it should still be of interest
to Medaltacollectorssinceit isobviousy from
aMedatamould! Incidentaly thisitem was
acquired on ebay and there was one bidder
other than myself who placed a bid on this
item, which, due to itsrarity, | find most sur-
prising!!

It would be interesting to hear about stone-
ware odditiesthat other collectorshaveturned
up. | am alsointerested in information on any
of the threeitems covered in the article.

Anyone with information to share can con-
tact Bill Kellett at 604-859-0753, and thanks
for thearticle Bill. The editor.
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COP's Best

It almost seems like an old story now
to mention the Canada Olympic Park
Antique Show held in mid July, but |
think one piece found at that show is
rare enough to share with you.

| will have to call this the best of the
show as| did not see or hear about any
exceptional pieces of pottery madein
Alberta. | didlook at acouple of other
interesting pieces that were likely ad-
vertising pieces made by Jessie Wyaitt,
but as they were unmarked and not
even a known shape made by Wyaitt's
Alberta Pottery Limited, | cannot be
sure of their origin. Thesetwo pieces
were what can best be described as
Azaleaor flower pots.

Recently, | talked to the new owner of
these pots and thanks to the pictures
and information that was sent to me, |
can now show them to you. Both are
made using a yellow-burning clay,
both have a central hole in the bottom
and both have an impressed number
in the bottom, one 5" and the other 6".
The advertising on the side is identi-
cal, although the smaller one has
smudged lettering. They say "COM-
PLIMENTS OF/R.S. COVENTRY/
DRUGGIST/ LEASK, SASK."

Why do | attribute these to Wyatt? Sev-
eral reasons: firstly the overall design,
then their colour and finally thefact that
they were glazed. Applying a clear
glaze to bring out the natural colour of
the clay was adecorativetechnique used
by Wyatt, but if Medalta ever glazed
their yellow flowerpots, | have yet to
see one. Also, | am not aware of any
advertising flowerpots made by
Medalta.

Why a druggist would select a flower-
pot for a giveaway escapes me, but |
am sure that there must have been a
good reason. Perhaps hefelt it wasin-
appropriate to give out ashtrays, or
maybe it was just a matter of cost as |
am sure that flower-
potswould have been
much cheaper than
other items such as a
mixing bowl.

However those pots
arenot what | wanted
to show you. What |
thought was the best
piece was an early
bulb bowl made by
Medalta. Asyou can
seeitis
the bulb bowl that is fin-
ished on the exterior with
what | call thehammered
brass design and deco-
rated around the top half
with 4 embossed shield-
shapes, each shield with
three floral rosettes and
leaves within its borders.
It sitson threelittle coni-
cal-shaped feet extending
from the base, and mea-
sures 3 5/8-inches high x
6 1/4-inches in diameter
across the opening at the
top.

To show the design more
clearly | have also in-
cluded a picture of the

same bulb bow! finished in coloured
lacquer paints. Itisbasically an off-
white with the low areas of the ham-
mered-brass body in brown, with the
outline of the shield in green (as are
the leaves within) and with the three
flowersin red.

The one at the show however was a
glazed one, and not only that, but aso
glazed in Medaltalsroyal blue or co-
balt. Previously | had recorded five
of these bulb bowls, but all werein
lacquer finishes. This is the first
glazed example that | have recorded
and that really iswhat caught my eye
at the show.

Astherewas no maker's mark on the
bowl at all, the dealer did not even
know what she had. In fact she

thought it was an early English piece
and advertised it assuch. Her asking
pricein spite of no identifying marks
was fairly high at $225.00, but for a
glazed example of Medalta's early
bulb bowl, I do not think it was out
of line.
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A Puzzling Alberta Potteries (WYATT) Piece

What isthis? That is the question
that one of our readers asked me
and as is often the case | had no
idea. | fully expect to run across
new decorations, and new adver-
tising, but after some 25 years of
looking at Alberta made pottery |
am truly surprised that altogether
new forms are still showing up.

MABE WM CAMana

DeLiFE, avy s, cARAD
Asyou can see from the picture it
is more or less shaped liked a
shouldered jug,
but it is open at
both ends. With-
out a closed
base, it is
obviously
not avessel
to hold lig-
uid of any
sort, and it
appears to
be the
wrong pro-
portionsfor
afunnel, not to

mention that the beaver stamp
would bein the upside down posi-
tion if used as afunnel. Another
puzzling fact to me is the groove
encircling the neck just below the
rim.

Inthe search for an answer, | asked
our reader to shareapicture of this
item with our resident stoneware
expert, Tony Schlachter. Tony has
more stonewarethan any other col-
lector | know (athough there are
a couple of collectors that are at
least close in Medalta's stone-
ware), but he too was stumped by
thisone.

So now we ask therest of you to share any
information that you might have on this
piecewiththerest of us. Hopefully some-
onehasrun acrossanillustration of asimi-
lar piece made by some other pottery com-
pany that would help to explain the pur-
pose of thisitem.

For the record it stands a total of 13
inches high, with 8% inches of that
being the height from the base to the
shoulder. The diameter at the bottom

Cont’d on page 7

The International Wine Co. Letters

This is a good time to share the letters pertaining to the International Wine Co.
order with you. Perhaps other ordersfollowed later, but for sure, we know that at
least one hundred were made and shipped to Vancouver. Severa other letters
mention the Wine Co. jar, but asthey did not add to the description, they were not

reproduced here.

As | cannot really add anything to what isin the letters, | will let them speak for
themselves.

A, G. RAMSAY TELEFHONE BEYMOUR 1098 J, 1. MUSGRAVE

INTERNATIONAL WINE CO.

MANUFACTURERS OF
Famous GOLD BAND sranp
CIDER, NON-ALCHOLIC WINES & FOUNTAIN SYRUPS

1004 MAINLAND STREET

VANCOUVER. B.C.,____Feb. 4 1928

Messrs. Medalta Stoneware Products Ltd.,

Medicine Hat, Alta.

Dear Sirs,

Can you supply us with plain round glazed stoneware jars,

3 1/2 inches inside diameter, 10 inches tall, with 3/4 inch hole

about 1 1/2 inches from outside bottom, as per sketch attached?

We require them for cooling chambers in connection with

beverage coolers. Possibly you may stock a similar jar which we could

adapt to our purpose. If so kindly describe.

Eventually we expect to need a large number of thess, but

for the present kindly quote us on lots of one hundred, three hundred

and five hundred respectively, and let us have some idea of how scon

you could ship after we place an order with you.

We can obtain these from the United States but prefer to

buy in Canada if we can obtain what we want in a reasonable time.

A prompt reply will be very greatly appreciated.

Yours very truly,

International Wine Co.,

o
' o / / '
A e S ’
AGR/J ' / ldne 2 44
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is6¥sinchesand 7%zinchesfor
the inside and outside mea-
surements. The top measures
1 1/8 inches by 1 7/8 inches,
inside and out, while the 5/16
inch wide groove around the
neck is placed 5/8 of an inch
down from the top. Itisfully
glazed gray stoneware.

Asto its selling price, it cost
$100.00. | suspect that the
dealer had no ideathat it was
one of a kind, but anything
with Wyatt's beaver stamp on
it tendsto sell well.

The Kamloops Ashtray:

Within days of the printing of
thelast newd etter, one of
Hycroft's small, round,
flat ashtrays that was
listed as not yet seen ]/
showed up on ebay. It |
was the one for
Kamloops, British Co-
lumbia, and in thisin-
stance the naming was
in red, horizontally placed
across the top rim segment of
thewhite ashtray. The black Mountie
decal was placed in the centre aswastypi-

CASSIDY’S, ILIMITED

IMPORTERSE AND MANUFACTURERS

Fove Crava. Ricn Cuor Grass, Siveswane, Crockery, Lame Goobs, Grasswass
Hrromenwane, Dovrs, Tovs, Fancy Goons

ComMER DAVIE AND HAMILTON STS.

VANCOUVER
CANADA

ACDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE COMPANY
N VOUR REMLY ARFER TO FiLE NO

February 12th/1928.
Medalta Stoneware Ltd.

Medicine Hat, Alta.
Gentlemen: -

Referring to Correspondence in connection
with Stone Cylinders similar to those used by the Dalton
Spice Company of Toronto, on receipt of your letter
today correcting former quotation on the moulds, we
discussed the matter with the International Wine Company
and have received a trial order for 100 only cylinders
as per the following specifications:-

Height 10”; Inside clearance must be net less the 3-3/8"
and as near round as possible. Bottom end closed
entirely, top open. Grooves at base for drainage
underneath. Tap hole 3/4” wide exactly 17 from lower
edge of hole to outside bottom of cylinder, on one side
of cylinder only. Each cylinder to be stamped in black
letters as indicated 1/4” in size “International Wine
Co. Vancouver. BC”.

We are returning sketch with corrections as
quoted above, and would ask you to kindly proceed with
this order immediately, and ship as soon as possible
L.C.L. to us here, advising by return when we may expect
delivery. Customer anticipates future orders, but has
limited this one, pending definite decision as to the
actual type of cylinder suitable for purpose required.

Trusting the matter will receive your prompt
attention, and awaiting your advice as to delivery.

Yours very truly,

CASSIDY'S W,

Follow-Up: Ash Tray, Hanging

-~ KAMLOOPS, BC
p

AS

Basket

cal for such ashtrays, therim wastrimmed
with gold and the factory back-

stamp was the common "22K
GOLD" one used by
Hycroft.

Theashtray effectively got
no bids asit, along with a
9 1/2-inch plate sold for

~about $6.00 Canadian.

+ Considering that the only

order that | found was for
just 12 of these ashtrays, some-
onegot ascarceitem at avery good

f

-\‘E‘I'

price.
Medalta's Hanging Basket:

It was apleasureto seeaMedatahanging
basket show up at the recent Blue Moun-
tain Antique show in Calgary, especialy
sinceit wasthe smallest one, thesizel had
not previously had achanceto record. The
asking pricewas $80.00 but apparently the
dealer settled for about $20.00 less.

Previoudly, | had recorded the 12 and 14-
inch sizes as about 13 1/4-inches and 14
3/4-inches in diameter respectively with
both standing about 6 1/2-inches high (see
newsletter no. 20). This, the 10-inch size,
measures 10 3/4-inches in diameter by
about 5 1/2-inches high. It, like all other
samplesthat | have seen, was made using
a yellow-burning clay that was left un-
glazed, although thanksto extensive useit
is presently more brown than yellow.

Out of curiosity | asked the vendor if she
knew who made the basket, and she
quickly replied that it was probably
Medaltaasthey made most thingslike that
found in Saskatchewan. | was hoping that
she had become knowledgeabl e on the sub-
ject thanksto
the news-
letter, but
that was

not the

case. *




The Medalta Review - Fall 2003

Two New Medalta Ashtray’s

No, they are not new shapes, just
newly found advertising pieces, oneon
a Stetson hat and the other on around
flat ashtray. One surfaced in Ontario
whilethe other was an ebay sale. Both
ashtrays were finished in the popular
honey coloured glaze with thewriting
inbrown. Firstly, | will sharethe story
behind the Stetson with you.

About a month ago | received an en-
quiry from a woman in Ontario who
had recently found a Medalta hat and
wanted to know what it might be
worth. Without pictures, | wasnot pre-
pared to hazard aguessasit could have
been anything, perhaps one of the Ca-
nadian National Exhibition hatsor the
Windsor Hotel, so | asked her to send
me either a digital picture or photo-
graph of the piece. What arrived via
email within a couple of days was a
total surpriseasit wasahat madeasa
souvenir  for

Toronto,
Ontario.

[t wasex-
ecutedin

t h e
usual
honey
glaze
with the
open
block-style
lettering being
placed on the piece using a brown
glaze. Theword TORONTO isarced
at the top and CANADA at the bot-
tom, and the back is stamped with the
usual G.31 or

Reg'd Design [ o
stamp. el
Asshereported
the piece to be
in mint condition, andindeed it looked
that way in the pictures that she sent
me, | advised that such pieces have
been selling inthe $175.00 to $250.00
rangerecently. Later | heard that acol-

lector had picked it up for $200.00.

The second piecewas an ebay salewith
the item going for about $170.00 Ca-
nadian. For an unknown ashtray in
what appears to be mint condition and
dating to 1937, | think it was a good
buy.
Innewdetter no. 3, Fall 1998,
I illustrated and listed the
round flat ashtrays that |
was aware of to that
time. Thisone, named
to Zabel & Heffernan,
was not on that listing
as | did not know
whether the order was
for an hat ashtray or a
round flat ashtray. Now we
know, and we also know that
the order was for 144 ashtrays.
Medalta's sales records for November
1937 (picture on next page) record a
billing for these ashtraysin the amount
of $21.50, the going price at that
time for agross of ashtrays.

Just in case the mark-
ings are not plainly
visible they say
"Best Wishes/
Zabel &
Heffernan/
PeaceRiver" on
the three seg-
ments of the rim,
and in the middle is
the letter V with an 8
within. Thestyleof ash-
tray is what | have desig-
nated the ridged back variety as
there is an encircling ridge just inside
the elevated bottom ring. The stamp
within that ring is the one designated
G30.a, and it isapplied using a brown
oxide.

Thanksto Lois Stranaghan of the Peace
River Centennial Museum | am ableto
provide abit of history about thisbusi-
ness. Asl suspected from theV8 sym-
bol in the center, Zabel & Heffernan

was in the car business as indicated
by the brief history sent to me.

Thefirm Zabel and Heffernan wasa
"Carsand Accessories' business ...
that stood on the corner of 101 &
and 100 Ave (SE corner) inthetown
of Peace River. The partnership was
dissolved by 1936 or so, Mr.
Heffernan going to

Berwyntoruna

garage there
and Mr.
Zabel stay-

ing in

| Peace
River to
/ run "Za-
bel's Ga-
rage" in a
building

which stood at
the corner of 100 &
and 102nd Ave, back toward the
Heart River, in Peace River Town.
Thisbusinesswassold inthemid for-
ties, | believe, but continued to be
the site of a garage for many years.
We have a picture of the
building on 101 & and
100 Ave., and it has
a"Ford - The Uni-
versal Car" sign
on the roof.

We will search
further and seeif
we can establish
dates of some sort
for this business.
Hope this is some
small help.

Inclosing, | would liketo men-
tion that this is only the second ash-
tray that | have recorded making use
of theV 8 symbolism. Theother, men-
tioned in Newd etter No. 3, was named
to Whyte Motors of Red Deer. Also
dueto the November date, | believeit
issafeto say that this ashtray was or-
dered asayear-end gift for the valued
patrons of Zabel & Heffernan. o
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Hycroft's Eggcup

Did you know that Hycroft made an
eggcup? | would bet that you did not
as it seems to have been made only
once, albeit afairly large order.

The only reason, | know about the
eggcup isduetotheinvoicerecord for
it that | ran across in the Hycroft
records. | have since heard of three
examplesthat have been picked up by
collectors and not one of them was
marked with a Hycroft stamp.

Asyou can seefrom the picture shown

here, the double style eggcup was cho-
sen to producethispiece. Thesmaller

NAME Amount
Walter Ramsay Limited, 16
S5t. Regis Hotel 23
Kerrison & Adams 21
My, D. W . Hays
Dr. Moore 1
A. Bell 43
R.A.5cott Triangle Greenh. 4
Reid & Coates Limited 13
I. 0. Rorke Hardware 3
M. L. Bent (Florist) 20
Peachland lkercantile Co. 3
J. J. loore & Son 5
Medicine Hat Rotary Club 10
Importex Company 163

Poole Construction Co. 1

e J. SBteel, Florist 13
J. C. Beverllge Limited

Hills Nursery - 8
Wrs. I, F. Fister 12
Mr. F. Foulston 1
Lacombe Furniture Store 5
B, 5. Cameron 11
wetaskiwin Furniture Store 8
Black liardware Limited 4
Medicine Hat Pottery Co. 78
Brooks Lamp & Shade Co. 178

The T, Zaton Co. Limited 7

Heffel's Cafe 16
Jack Neys Garage 34
ir. George Vagt 48
The Ark Store 18
Scott & Company 6
Lundbreci Treding Company 2
James Lluore's Greenhouse 3
Creston Valley Co-op. Assn 4
Creston Faruers' Limited 14
JT. H. Coventry 12

Laxey 1

ive LIa

Fowiar Lumber Company 23
IAinbarn Garaze 16
Z. J. Sthek 23
aaldorf Hotel 69
re L. F. Cowan 4
Sanectuary liotel 9
Brovmvale ..otel 11
Osecar Johnson 23
Athabasca River Lumber Co. 23
Zabel & Heffernan 23
~aldnrf liotel 23
Stauff=r's iarace 23
arlincton Ilotel 23|
Roxy liat & Cap Shop 12|
Jen'z Service Station 23|
Tvle Hotel 231
Tonoke setal Jorks 34 |

_ SALRS )R THE MONTH QF NOVEMBER, /37,

portion has "CKWX/DIAL 1150" on
it, and the larger lower half says
"Breakfast/with/Barton" and below
that "every morning six to eight thirty".
All the writing isin red and it stands
out well against thewhite background.

Bill Kellett, one of the collectors that
ownsone of these eggcups, wasraised
in the Vancouver area and he remem-
bers the radio program well. John
Barton wasthe host, and for two and a
half hours every morning he presented
amixed family program comprised of
commentary, music and contests for

Gov. Sales Tax | Mfg. Sales &% tax !
15|32 1/ 23
21(50 1|72
20|26 1|62

55 04 |
1(32 11 |
40|00 3|20
4|04 32
12|32 98
3|28 26
18|55 1|48
3|07 25
4|89 39
9|74 78
163 [20
1|33 11
12|84 1|03
62 05
594 48
12 (00 96
1|07 09
5|55 44
1063 85
7 |95 64
3|76 30
72|74 5|82
178 |76
6|82 55
15125 1|22
31(50 2|52
44 (79 3|58
14 |96 1|20
6 |04 48
2 |08 17
3|80 29
4 (59 37
13 |56 108
11 (68 93
117 0%
21 |50 1|72
15 |25 1|22
a%‘go é 72
0 ' 16
3|73 30
850 68
10 (75 [ 86
21 (50 1|72
2150 » 172
21 (50 i 1|72
21 /50 1|72
21 (50 | 1|72
21 |50 1|72
12 (00 96
21 (50 ‘ 172
21 (50 1|72
32 |25 zlss |

both adults and children. Bill told me
that the radio station is still in busi-
ness today, but now it is effectively a
24 hours news station. Heremembers
that John Barton was agame show host
for awhile, but what eventually hap-
pened to him is unknown.

Theactua billing was addressed to Mr.
Bill Saviak, CKWX Radio Station,
Vancouver, and it was for 1050 egg
cups, personalized (but no details
given), at $.65 each May 1, 1964, in-
voice no. 2032.

When | first saw this eggcup, it was
not beside a Medalta one as shown
here, and | was perhaps too presump-
tuous in thinking that Hycroft took
over Medaltal's moulds for the double
eggcup. Now after seeing thetwo side
by side, the differences in both shape
and size seems to be too great to fall
within therange of variation found for
Medalta eggcups. Therefore it seems
likely that they either made their own
mould or acquired a commercially
available one.

Other than this single order, the only
other references that | ran across for
eggcups were a few sales made to
Hycroft staff members, most in 1964
and 1965 but one as late as 1967. As
far as| can tell, the eggcup was never
offered to restaurants or used to make
any other giveaway.
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The Blue Mountain Show

Onceagain | wasnot overly impressed
with the September Blue Mountain
Antique Show as far as Alberta made
pottery was concerned. If there were
any unusual or outstanding pieces, |
did not hear about them.

| was advised that before the show
openedtothepublicapair of St. Regis
Hotel, Calgary, gourd-shaped ashtrays
sold for $70.00, and | also heard that a
round flat ashtray marked
"ALAZHAR | CALGARY | JULY,
1940" on the rim around the central
M asonic emblem was sold at the show.
It was priced at $135.00 but most likely
sold for afew dollarsless.

One collector also picked up a plain
style beer mug made by Medalta that
was finished with a geometric hand-
painted decoration. Whilel will share
a picture of it with you herein, | am
going to
save the
details for
afuturear-
ticle deal-
ing with
Medalta's
beer
steins.

Toilet
and Sink Set:

One thing that caught my eye was a
small free standing sink and toilet set
made by Medalta Potteries (1966)
Limited of Redcliff. Asyou can see
from the pictures, thanks to Scott the
new owner, they were separate pieces.
Both were
finished
using a
bright blue
glaze with
the sink
having its
top ac-
cented with
mottled
brown.

The sink stands 2 3/4-inches high
while the toilet is about half an inch
shorter. Thetoilet, open at the bottom,
effectively had no place to put afac-
tory stamp, although there is a rem-
nant of astamp along the 1/8-inchwide
base. The sink had enough space to
placethefactory stamp shown hereon
the bottom.

Astothe date of thesepieces, dl | can
giveistherange 1966 t0 1986. Intime

we may find out

more about these %Q%E\L$1
items as the REDCUFF
factory's business ALBERTA

records have sur-

vived and are pre-

served by the Friends of Medalta So-
ciety.

A Vase by New Medalta
Ceramics

One piece that | and many other col-
lectors missed was a vase made by
Malcolm McArthur's company New
Medalta Ceramics. This short lived
company was only in business for
about SiX
monthsin 1958
and, therefore,
its pieces are
fairly hard to
find.

Thepriceinthisinstancewasquiterea-
sonable at $75.00, as | can remember
paying that for New Medalta Ceramic
vases in the mid 1980s.

Thevase, whichisglazed, hasabright
baby-blue background with the hand-
painted, |eaf-like decoration applied on
one side from top to bottom. The leaf
patternismainly comprised of crossed
or overlapping pairsof leavesin black
and reddish-purple. In addition many
of the sets have amore subdued beige-
coloured leaf in the background, one
that gives a shadowed effect.

Thevase stands 11 3/8-incheshigh and
iswell marked onthe

bottom with the fac-
tory stamp as shown
here. The stamp is
fairly clear except
for theartist'sname,
and while | have
seen other ex-
amples of this
stamp, the name
has not been clear
on any of them.

What it appears
to say is "NEW/
MEDALTA CE-
RAMICS/by
Rolof/MEDI -
CINE HAT,/
ALBERTA CANADA". If any of our
readers can tell me what the name is
for sure, | would welcome the infor-
mation. e

N
X
N
S
-
<
N
-




The Medalta Review -

Fall 2003

Page 11

More Mounted Police Iltems

Inthelast issue of the newdletter | dis-
cussed the mounted police imagery
used by Hycroft ChinaLimited. What
| did not share with you was the fact
that some of
the other pot-
teries in the
Medicine
Hat areaalso
made a few
Mounted Po-
lice items
bearing the
crest of the
I will now take a brief look at

force.
those items.

Medalta:

The story that | have heard from sev-
eral sources over the years was that
M edaltawas commissioned to makea
set of dishesfor amember of theforce
who at the time either lived in Red
Deer or moved there shortly after ac-
quiring the dishes.

| also heard that two sets may have
been made and from what | have seen
in the marketplace these stories are
probably based infact, perhapsastate-
ment from Ed Phillipson himself. Re-
gretfully, | never asked Ed about these
dishes, but thereason | believethe sto-
riesthat | have heard isdueto the fact
that the pieces are so hard to find. If
the dishes had been ordered by the
force itself, then one would expect to
see many more of the pieces.

Thebeer steins, onthe other hand, may
have been made as extras to the set of
dishes, as two different styles of beer
steins have shown up in the market-
place. Inaddition | have heard of about
four beer steins so far, which suggests
that they may be more readily avail-
able.

What | have recorded only includes a
6 3/4-inch rimmed soup/cereal bowl,
aplain celery dish and acouple of beer
steins. Thedisheswerebasically white
with blue rims, each with agold band

between the bluerim
and the white center.
The beer mugs were
blue on the exterior
with white interiors.
In all cases, the crest
of the Roya Canadian Mounted Po-
licewasapplied overglazeingold, and
as we al know overglaze decals are
quite readily scratched and even worn
off.

The cereal bowl exhibited such wear
whilethe celery tray wasin quite good
shape,
likely are-
flection of
the use that
each type of
dish would =
get. Thece ﬂi{ : -

real bowl ‘!? ok

was priced e i‘-.‘-\&i e

by the

dealer back in the mid 1980s at
$120.00 whichiswhy | did not acquire
it for the Glenbow's collection. The
celery dishwasasteal asit wastucked
away in abox of some twenty pieces
of Medalta's common plain white or
green band hotelwares, with thewhole
lot selling for $35.00 at a Hall's auc-
tion. Asto the beer steins, my notes
do not include what they sold for, but
intoday's market they would likely fall
in the $75.00 to $150.00 range.

As you will notice from the pictures,

the steins are
different in shape, the
one relatively plain
while the other has
ribbing around the
bottom half. Theplain
one stands about 4 1/
2-inches high while the fancy one is
1/4-inch higher. The fancy stein, ce-
real/soup bowl and celery dish were
al marked with the G51 stamp dating
the pieces sometime between 1947 and
1950. Theplain steinwasmarked with
the G55 stamp indicating that it was
made in
1951.

The only
other
Mounted
Police item
that | have
recorded is
the Medalta
no. 1 vase shown here. The Mountie
isin full colour wearing a scarlet tu-
nic, blue breeches and dark brown
knee-high boots,
and there are tuffs
of green grass
around his feet.
While he is wear-
ing a Stetson hat,
both it and the
man's face are but
worn off.

Cont’d on page 12
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A coupleof nicelacquer finishedvases  as the multi-
appeared in Ontariothispastsummer. coloured
The first is the highly prized Egypto  maple leaf
vase, styleno. 61, it wasfinishedwith  sticker, desig-
a multicoloured nated the P.1
floral decoration  (paper label)
against a black  stamp. In ad-
background. dition it had
The vase has  the decoration
paired images  number 1570,
on the front inwhiteoxide,
and back as appended to
well as on each  the impressed
side. Fromthepic-  number 108.
ture that | re- Once agajn
ceived, the front  plagck  and

flowers appear to
beinwhiteand blue
with green leaves

white pictures
do not do this
vasejustice, as

around the base, it has a bright
while the side blue top and
flowers are in bottom with
yellow. Thesell- the sail of
ing price was the central
$250.00 but con- sailboat be-
sidering its mint ing accented

condition | think it
was a good buy.

The second vase was a
style no. 108 vase

and it sold for the

bargain basement
price of $35.00. Thedeaer must have
been totally clueless as to what
Medalta was to have priced it so low
as it was well marked with Medalta's
usual impressed M.22 stamp as well

against theyellow sky. Theboat itself
isin shades of black brown and grey,
and in thisinstance the number on the
sail isN4.

Its condition is not perfect as thereis
somelacquer lossaround both therim
and the base, but surely not enough to
drop the price to $35.00. In my opin-
ion, from what | can see in the pic-
tures of it, it would usualy sell in the
$175.00 to $225.00 out here!

Cont’d from page 11

New Medalta Ceramics:

The other com-
pany that made a
Royal Canadian

New

Mounted Police ~MEDALTA
item was New EOERAMICS
Medalta Ceram-

CAIHADA

ics. In this case
the Mounted Po-
lice crest was placed around themiddle
of the beer stein four times. Thecrests
were executed in gold on a cane
coloured stein which was additionally
banded with gold near both thetop and
bottom. The factory stamp found on
the bottom is shown here, and it sSim-
ply says "New MEDALTA CERAM-
ICS CANADA" infour lines.

So far | have seen two of these steins
and both measured 5 3/8-inches in
height. | paid $75.00 for the onethat |
bought for Glenbow in the mid 1980s,
but today | suspect the price might be
double that. e

703 Wood Street
Medicine Hat, Alta
T1A 8S9 Canada
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