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The MALIBU Club in Canada

Rarely Seen C.P.R. Items

For a couple of years now I have wanted to share
information with you concerning the Malibu Club of
Canada. Pieces of Medalta bearing the naming of
this business are not too difficult to come by, although
it is rare to see more than ten different pieces in any
one collection. Hopefully collectors that have Malibu
articles will enjoy the history
behind their pieces, and perhaps the collectors that do
not yet have Malibu
pieces will find this
article useful in
their search for
named pieces.
The accompanying maps show the
location of the
Malibu Club at the
entrance to Princess
Louisa Inlet at the upper end of Jervis Inlet. The
site itself cannot be reached by road, but you can
get to the entrance of Jervis Inlet by taking highways 99 and
then 101 from
Vancouver up
the coast to
Earls Cove.
From there you
would have to
go the rest of
the way by
boat.
More
commonly,
you
would get to
Princess Louisa
Inlet by taking a
boat up Georgia
Straits to the islands of Texada,
in the straits,
and Nelson at
the entrance of the Jervis Inlet. After a long sail
up the Jervis Inlet you will come to the entrance
to the Princess Louisa Inlet just before you reach
the upper limits of Jervis Inlet.
Captain George Richards of the Royal Navy
charted Princess Louisa Inlet and he was likely
the first white person to see it. Just a few years
before in 1792 Captain George Vancouver was
in Jervis Inlet and passed by the entrance to the

Ebay continues to produce some rare pieces.
In recent months the two items shown here
sold on ebay and much to my surprise the
cup saucer went higher than the cereal.
Admittedly,
I have only
recorded
three other
saucers
and
a
couple of
cups decorated in this
banded pattern, but
who would have thought that the saucer alone
would sell for $115.00 Canadian. The cup
which I have shown here is not a Medalta
one and is only included here in order to show
the banded pattern more clearly.
For the record, the saucer measured about 6
inches in diameter and was marked with the
G.59 stamp dating the saucer
to 1953.
The second item which can
best be described as a cereal
bowl with a scalloped rim
rather than the usual plain
rim, sold for $99.00 Canadian.
As you can see from the picture it was marked on the interior with the green bands
being broken by the CPR
cipher. Up until this one appeared on ebay I had only recorded one other example
over the years, and it was one
taken home from the plant by
an employee. I had assumed
that it was probably a proto-
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inlet but he did not enter himself due to
the tidewaters rushing through the narrow opening. Eventually these narrows
through which the tide still rushes today were named Malibu Rapids. The
waters are reported to flow at some
10 knots an hour making it all but impossible to go against the flow, and you
often have to wait a full day to gain
entrance.
After passing through the rapids, you
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enter the 6.5 kilometers long inlet that
has forested mountain cliffs rising on
all sides. At the end of the lake where
a marine park is found today, you are
greeted by the majestic Chatterbox
Falls where the waters fall some thirtyseven meters to see level. James F.
MacDonald donated the land for this
park in 1953.
Exposed rocks faces around the inlet
bear red ochre paintings (pictographs)
executed by the local Indians many
years ago. Fish, whale and geometric
images are commonly found. Perhaps
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it was these pictographs that inspired
the designs that Thomas F. Hamilton
selected for use on the dishes that he
commissioned from Medalta.
While the accounts I read are not specific, one suggested that Princess
Louisa Inlet was likely named after
Queen Victoria's mother.
How did the Malibu Club In Canada
come to be? I do not yet have all
the answers or specific dates but in
general it came about as the dream
vacation spot for multimillionaire
Tom Hamilton who made his money
through the invention of the variable
pitch propeller. About 1940, he acquired some 10,000 acres of land in
and around Princess Louisa Inlet
and set about building his dream
home. Initially that is all it was to
be, but somewhere along the line,
he dreamed of a theme park, one to
share with his friends and other millionaires. He envisioned a number
of different theme log cabin villages,
but the only one that was ever built
was the Indian one.
In 1941, through Medalta's west
coast agent, he ordered pottery for
use in the cabins. He even designed
the rubber stamps to decorate the
pottery, shipping them to Medalta
along with a few instructions, but for
the most part leaving the decoration
of the pieces up to the staff of
Medalta.
The records indicate that to some
extent the complex opened in 1942,
but from then until 1946 it was effectively closed, likely due to World
War II. In 1946 it reopened, but it
seems that its time had come and
gone as it was anything but a success, in spite of being well advertised. Some say its downfall was
due to mismanagement and others
that the cost was just too high, but
whatever the reason it was in financial trouble and finally closed in
1951.
Finally in 1953, Hamilton sold the
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venture to Young
Life of Canada, a
non-denominational
Christian organization that offers a
summer bible-camp
program for teenagers. It is still in
operation, and if
you wish you can
find out more about
them by visiting
their web site at
www.younglife.org/
malibuclub/. In
part, they give a history of when they
acquired the property from Hamilton.
Hamilton is thought
to have spent at
least $1,500,000 developing the complex, but when he
sold it to Young
Life, he settled for
$300.000. Later he
sold his timber
rights to 9000 acres
for $400,000.
Please take time to
read through all of
the documents and
ads that I have reproduced here.
They tell the Malibu
Club in Canada
story in much more
detail than what I
have given here. •

The Medalta Review - Spring 2003

Page 5

Page 6

The Medalta Review - Spring 2003

The Medalta Review - Spring 2003

Page 7

The Malibu Club Dishes & Accessories:
It is, of course, the dishes that are of
primary concern to us, and those we
will now examine in depth. For the
most part I am going to keep my descriptions to a minimum and let the pictures of the pieces do the talking. To
start with I will give you a quick listing
of all the different pieces that I have
recorded to date. As you will see, it is
one of the most extensive line of products that you will see find anywhere.
Restaurants that ordered specially
named or decorated wares were often limited to the basic service wares
with few accessories such as candlesticks, vases, etc. Not so the Malibu
Club in Canada. It almost appears
from what I have seen that Hamilton
wanted one of every product in
Medalta's extensive hotel china line.
- dinner plate, brown on cream
- side plate, brown on cream
- butter pat, brown on
cream
- rimmed cereal bowl,
brown on cream
- oatmeal bowl, brown on
cream
- small oval baker
- ribbed bottom
style, brown on
cream
- demitasse cup
and saucer,
brown
on
cream
- Kermis style of
cup and saucer,
brown
on
cream
- Chicago tall
teapot, black on beanpot brown
- Harmony hot water pot, black on
beanpot brown
- gravy boat, brown on cream
- olive tray (perhaps used as a gravy
boat stand), brown on cream

- large ice water jug, brown on cream
- individual ice water jug, black on
beanpot brown
- jam jar (bean pot shaped), brown on
cream
- mustard pot, black on beanpot brown
- individual sugar bowl, brown on
cream
- Elite style pitcher, brown on cream
- handled creamer, brown on cream
- vase style no. 95, not known
- Stetson hat, brown and/or black on
honey
- candlesticks, brown on cream and
black on beanpot brown
In spite of the extensive nature of this
listing, I am sure that there are other
products still to be found. It seems
likely to me that they had an oval plate,
a salad bowl, a vegetable serving bowl
and perhaps even a tankard style milk
jug. Please let me know about
pieces that you have which are not
included in this listing, and if you can
share a picture of that piece
with me, I would welcome
that too to include in
our follow-up
section.
That the pieces
were decorated with
rubber stamps is made
quite clear in the letter
that I have reproduced
here, and by the fact
that a large number of
the Malibu Club rubber
stamps have survived.
Several private collectors have acquired
some of the
stamps, as has the Friends
of Medalta Society and the
Glenbow Museum.
The impressions of the bear,
bow, hooked fish, cluster of
tipis and the stick-like figure of an In-

dian riding a horse and firing his gun
are all from rubber stamps in the
Glenbow collection. The round rubber stamp and its impression shown
here is in the FOMS collection, and by
its size it was likely used to stamp the
10-inch plates. A similar stamp was
used to decorate the side plates differing only in being a bit smaller in size of
lettering, overall diameter and in not
having B.C. included after Malibu Club
In Canada Princess Louisa Inlet.
The pieces shown here pretty well
show all the designs that I have run
across. In addition to the ones mentioned above you can find a grouping
of three deer (stick figures), three different bears, a northwest coast style
of dugout canoe filled with warriors
and the comic figure of a happy, smiling Indian with an exaggerated thumb
in the air. This figure can be found
facing either left or right, and he is usually associated with the words "KlaHa-Ya" which I can only hope says
something like "Thumbs Up to
Malibu" rather than what first
comes to mind. In addition, the
Indian figure can be found with
"Naka Tilikum" arced above as
found on the oatmeal bowl or
cup saucer. Once again I do
not have any idea what this
means, but I did notice that one
of their yachts was named the
Malibu Tillikum.
As you can see from the letter
to the Medalta factory, the instructions as to how the dishes
were decorated were for the
most part left up to the staff. All
Hamilton requested was that
each piece have "Malibu Club"
somewhere on it, and where
appropriate "In Canada" and
"Princess Louisa Inlet" be
added. I have in fact recorded
several pieces without Malibu
Club on them. Two of these
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were the regular 6-inch cup saucer and
the small demitasse saucer, but in both
instances the matching cups had the
Malibu Club name on the side. The
other unnamed piece was the small
butter pat, and perhaps there simply
was not room for the name along with
the decoration.
While I have recorded some thirty or
more Malibu Club
pieces, I have only
observed a few that
were
identical,
namely hat ashtrays
and candlestick holders. More often, the
design was different.
As you can see from the picture of the
side plates shown here, one was decorated with the series of fishing designs
while the other used the tipis and dugout canoe design. Similarly, the decorations on the cereal bowls differed
with one using the bear designs and
the other the dugout canoe and hunting Indian designs.
Even the small oval baking dish, which
is a seldom seen product at the best of
times, had different designs on the
specimens that I recorded. The one
was rather unique in that it said
"Chicken Pie" on one side and "Malibu
Club/In Canada" on the other. The
second specimen just said "Malibu
Club" and was used in conjunction with
the longboat and arrow designs.
Another hard to find item is the individual sugar bowl (aka as the miniature unhandled chamber pot and at
times a sake cup). Once again both
recorded specimens differed in the
decorative designs used. The one
shown here had the tipis design on the
side opposite to "Malibu Club" while
the other, for which I do not presently
have a picture, was decorated with one
of the fish-on-line designs opposite the
naming.
In checking my notes, I found that I
had recorded four samples of the hat

ashtray. Three of these had "Malibu
Club" placed horizontally across the
front of the hat with no other decoration while the odd one out had "Malibu
Club" arced at the front with the three
bears decoration at the back.
The widest variety of
decorative designs has
been found on the
candlestick holders.
Only one of the samples
that I have recorded was
finished in the brown on
cream. On this specimen, "Malibu Club" was
slightly arced at the front,
at the back was the dugout canoe decoration and
an arrow was placed at each side.
The other specimens were finished
using black against a beanpot brown.
As you can see from the pictures, all
three are decorated with a bear at each
side of the naming. The one with
the arced Malibu Club
has no decoration
at the back while
the other with the
horizontally placed
naming, found as
an identical pair,
has the tipis decoration at the back.
For the most part
the wares are all
finished with brown to
reddish-brown naming and/or decoration on a cream background. And
when not in these colours, they are invariably finished with black naming and
decoration on a beanpot brown. On
the product listing above, I have recorded the colours that are found on
the pieces. The only item I am not
sure of is the vase as all I have is an
old black and white print. It appears
to be so dark that I suspect that the
naming and fish design is in black
against a beanpot brown. In the picture shown here, I have accented the
naming in an oval in order to lighten

the image so that it will print legibly in
the newsletter.
The Medalta stamps found on the
pieces include G.33, G.47.a and G.51
consistent with a production period
from 1941 to 1950. The only other
stamp found on Malibu pieces is the
G.31 or Registered Design stamp that
was used on the hat shaped ashtrays.
That Medalta had some production
problems is apparent from the pieces
that have survived. Some of these
were obviously factory seconds as the
brown naming is very light perhaps due
to over firing (see the Elite pitcher),
while others have considerable smearing of the image. The gravy boat for
example is decorated with what appears to be the bow and arrow decorations, but they are so badly smudged
that one can hardly make out what they
are.
In closing I would like to draw your
attention to the 10-inch dinner
plate. As you can see
from the picture
shown here it has a
repetitive design comprised of the tipi cluster, the bow, an arrow
and two Mounted Indians with rifles in
hand chasing a group of
six deer. It is perhaps the
busiest design that you can
find on a Malibu Club piece
and for me, due to my interest in the
archaeology of
the Plains
Indians, one
of the most
attractive
pieces. •
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A PATIO MADE OF BOTTLES
Some twenty years ago, shortly after I
first became interested in Medalta's
products, I heard a story about a person that found a cache of ginger beer
bottles in his yard. Last month thanks
to a Calgary collector, I was able to
get the story first hand.
The story that I had heard many years
ago was that the cache of bottles had
been found when the owner of the
house decided to tear up an old sidewalk. Under that sidewalk he found
hundreds of ginger beer bottles pressed
into the soil upside down to make a level
surface for laying the sidewalk. While
the story was generally true, it certainly
differed from the real story. That story
I can now relate knowing that it is
based on solid facts and not hearsay.
How I came to get in touch with Roy
Funk, the man who found the ginger
beer bottles, is in itself worth telling.
As a seller on ebay, Basil Attwood, the
Calgary collector I mentioned above,
was contacted by Roy to see if he had
any interest in the ginger beer bottles
that he had. In the course of their exchange of emails, Basil mentioned that
he had heard of a find of Gurd's bottles
that had been used as the foundation
for a sidewalk, and was he ever surprised to hear from Roy that he was
the one making the find.

When Basil mentioned this exchange
of information, I immediately asked
him to contact Roy again to see if he
would be willing to tell me the true
story and give his permission to record
it for inclusion in the newsletter. He
agreed to a telephone interview and
this is what he told me.
In 1969, Roy bought the house at 953
Queen Street S.E. in Medicine Hat
and it was not long before he discovered that there was a patio and sidewalk in the back. He told me that he
ran across the bottles one day when
he was doing some cleanup. When
he went to shovel some of the compacted soil from the back, his shovel
hit what sounded like stone and that is
when he found the bottles.
As he opened up the area, the old patio and sidewalk was revealed as what
looked like a cobble stone construction,
but he soon realized that it was more
than that. What he actually had was
hundreds of ginger bottles that had been
pressed neck first into the topsoil to
create the patio using the bottoms of
the ginger beer bottles. Over the years,
the bottles had worked their way into
the ground until a half-inch or so of soil
covered the bottles, hiding them from
view.
In time, he dug up some 500 to 600
hundred bottles, and what he
found there became the start
of his ginger beer bottle collection as there were more
than half a dozen different
types.
Roy did a bit of research on
his own to find out more
about the ginger beer bottles.
He found out that the person from whom he acquired
the house was not even
aware of the patio made of
ginger beer bottles. But he
did learn that the owner before was an employee of the

Medalta, and in all likelihood he was
the one that built the patio. At one time
he knew the name of that man but it
has since been forgotten.
I wish I had time to track that name
down, but presently I do not. Perhaps
one of our Medicine Hat readers will
take up the challenge. If the Medicine
Hat Museum and Archives has city directories, the name may well be quickly
obtainable. And, if that source does
not lead to the answer, perhaps the legal description of the property will.
Another thing Roy was curious about
was why the bottles had no makers
name on them, so he asked an Old
Timer and Harry Veiner if they could
shed any light for the reason behind
that fact. Harry told him that it was at
the request of the ginger beer companies
themselves as most of
them simply did not
want to pay any extra
costs, and indeed it
would save Medalta
money, if they did not
have to stamp them.
One would think that of
five to six hundred
bottles at least a few
of them would have
been stamped, but Roy
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told me that not one of the bottles
that he dug up had the Medalta name
on it.
What did he find? Mostly Gurd's
bottles but a good variety of others
as well. These are the ones he reportedly found:
J. Christin & Cie Limitee with a light
brown top
Gurd's with a green top
Gurd's with a brown top
King Old Country with a dark brown top
Phillip's with a brown top
Thorpe's with a dark brown top
Ye Old Country Club by Felix Distributors
Most were actually in very good
condition, thanks to the fact that
stoneware is relatively indestructible. Once glazed and fired, it is
almost immune to damage by acids and it was apparent that the soil
in which this cache was placed had
no effect on the bottles. Once the
bottles were cleaned up Roy sold them all across
Canada, many going in fairly large lots to dealers.
He told me that he got from $35.00 to $45.00 each
and to quote Roy they "paid for my house". At the
price for houses today that seems hard to believe,
but then I only paid $22,500 for my home in 1973.
The only picture of the bottles actually comprising part of the patio
that I have to share with you is the
group view of green top Gurd bottles
that are displayed on shelving. The
second group view is a modified
view taken from Medalta's 1924
Catalogue. From left to right it
shows a generic bottle, a
McLaughlin's, a King's and a
Gurd's.
I have not yet had a chance to see
the house that was paid for by ginger beer bottles, but I will. The next time I am in
Medicine Hat, I will make it a point to drop by 953
Queen Street S.E., but I likely will not ring the doorbell as Roy now lives in B.C. Apparently the house
is located on the flats, only a few blocks from the
Medalta site itself. •

CPR Items: Cont’d from page 1

type that never
went into production, but that was
apparently not the
case as the seller
reported that he
acquired his specimen directly from
the CPR Archives
in Montreal when
they disposed of much of
their collection.
The bowl measures about
6½ inches in diameter and
stands about 1¼ inches
high. It was marked with
the G.56 stamp dating it to
1952. •

AN OWL ASHTRAY
The small, round flat ashtray decorated with the
black silhouette owls is rarely seen. Till now I
had recorded only two examples, one like the
piece shown here and the other advertising
Bradley's Taxi of Edmonton. If anyone had
asked me what this one might sell for on ebay I
would have said around $250.00 Canadian. But
how wrong I would have been, as it sold for about
$510.00 Canadian!
I do not know its measurements, other than being around 5½ -inches
in diameter. It was marked with the G.23 maple
leaf stamp as were the other two recorded specimens, and its colour
was the usual black on honey.
Congratulations to the new
owner as it is indeed an excellent addition to anyone's collection, and for him a special prize
as he already has the best collection of Medalta pieces decorated with the silhouette owls. •
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FOLLOW-UP
Cookie Jars:
I had an interesting email from
Tony of Bow Island who advised me of a cookie jar that he
has in his collection with the
name BILL inscribed in the
base. More accurately, the
name is embossed in the bottom as the letters comprising the
name Bill stand slightly above
the level base. What was more
important than the actual marking itself though was the fact
that he knew the story behind
the marking.
This is what he told me when I
called him to get more information.
On one of several visits that Bill
Wyatt, son of Jesse William
Wyatt, made to Tony's home, he
was shown the cookie jar with
the name Bill on the bottom.
Much to Tony's surprise, and
Bill's delight at seeing one after
so many years, he found that
he was showing the
cookie jar to the person
that had scratched his
name into the bottom.
Back in those days,
around 1930-1931,
the employees of
Medalta were paid
by the piece and some
of the other workers
were questioning that
he could make so many
items in one day. They
thought that his father
was favouring Bill and
paying him for items
that he never produced, and in spite of
Bill's protestations, his
fellow workers would
not believe him. Thus
he set out to prove to

them that he was indeed faster than
they were.
Bill grabbed a sharp implement, and
with it he carved his name into the bottom of every cookie jar mould that he
worked with, and thus was able to
prove how many pieces he made that
day.
The story certainly sounds plausible and
is supported by the fact that the name
is both backwards and in raised or
embossed letters, exactly what one
would find if a person scratched their
name into the bottom of the mould.
I wish that I had been there to hear
the story firsthand as it likely would
have resulted in my asking a few more
questions such as how many cookie
jars could you make in a day? How
much were you paid per piece? Did
you later repair the moulds and if so,
how?
I suspect that the moulds must have
been promptly repaired following Bill's
proving his point or otherwise we
would likely see many more cookie jars
with the name Bill on the bottom. I
presume that repairing the mould was
as simple as filling in the
scratched name with
some plaster.
I personally have
not seen a cookie jar
marked in this manner, but admittedly I
never looked at the
bottom of every
cookie jar that I examined have seen over the
years, and Tony advised
me that he is aware of at
least one other. There
may well be others out
there as well, perhaps in the
collection of
one or more
of our subscribers. •
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Hanging Baskets:
This little brochure was among the many paper goods that comprised part of the Mac
McArthur collection, and thanks to Basil I can
share it with you.
The production and sale of hanging baskets,
fern pans, Azalea pots and flowerpots was a
significant part of Medalta's business as indicated by the fact that such sales were recorded separately in the company's sales ledger covering the period 1928 to 1936. Basically, the ledger was divided into three parts
recording the stoneware, artware and flowerpot sales, and while I have never taken the
time to add up the actual figures, I am sure
that the flowerpot sales must have been at
least a fifth of their total yearly sales.
This brochure, printed on greenish paper and
folded in three, measures 6¼ inches high and
10-inches long when fully opened. As you
can see it is dated 1936, the heart of the Great
Depression. While I have seen other documents listing flowerpots, etc., this is the only
separate brochure that I have ever seen, and
it was indeed a surprise to see the prices.
For example, look at the 4-inch standard, redclay flowerpots that were listed at $15.00 for
1000 pots; that works out to only 1½ cents
per pot. You have to wonder how they could
make money at that rate as the clay had to be
mined and prepared before production could
even begin, and all that followed by the kiln/
firing expenses. At least they had no further
expenses due to glazing or stamping the
company's name on the pieces.
Also, I love that crating charge. Crates 75cents each! Today, you cannot even get a
single board for that price, never mind the
labour charges for building it.
As a final note, I should mention that I do not
yet know the date of the price changes as given
in pencil notations beside the 1936 price. •
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