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Recent Finds
Medalta Lamp Base, Style No. 56

It took over sixteen yearsto actually see a specimen of thelamp assigned
styleno. 56 by Medalta, but wenow know that it really exists, that it did go

into production.

Wow! Ancther year has aready
goneby. Wenow haveeight issues
behind us and the amount of
informationtosharestill hasnoend
in sight. New products,

Theexistenceof thislampbasecametomy attentionaround 1983whenEd  decorations, advertising pieces
Phillipson turned a group of photographs over to me for the Glenbow  and information are till showing
Museum'’ sarchival collections. Thephotoswereblack andwhiteonesand  up, and aslong asyou keep sending
many wereso dark that it wasimpossibleto seetheimageclearly. Theno.  mereportsaboutyour new findswe
56lampwasoneof thosedarkimages, andeventhoughitwasnotveryclear,  will share it with one another
it wasincluded in Bruce Douglas book on Medalta'sLampsand perhaps  through the newsletter.

that image played someroleinfindingthelamp.

| would have bet that thislamp base would be
another one of the many lamps that were
never marked with aM edaltastamp, but
| would have been wrong as this one
was stamped with the G.14 oxide
mark. Theoccurrenceof thisstampis
not unexpected as G.14 isthe stamp
commonly found on the column
shaped lamp assigned style no. 85
whichwasintroducedin1938. While
the records are somewhat incomplete,
the present evidenceindicatesthat 1938
wasal sotheyear whentheseriesof lamps
assigned stylenumbers52to 58 inclusive
were brought out.

The other theory | had formed to account

for the scarcity of thislamp wasthat it would proveto be
onewith somedesignflaw such asathin basewhich could
leadtoready breakage. That too provedwrongasthelamp
isactually quiteasubstantial one. | think thatit wouldtake
alot to break it.

Asyou canseefromthephotograph, thelamp hasamarked
swirl patternin an S-shape covering thewhole main body
of thelamp. If | haveany criticism of thelampitisthat the
swirl pattern istoo overpowering, both too wide and too
deep to be pleasing to the eye. It amost seems that the
main body of the lamp baseis out of proportion to both
the small top and the lens shaped base.

Our mailing list now numbers just
over 80 in total, most are pottery
collectors but we now have a
couple of institutional membersas
well. We would like to see this
number grow, so please shareyour
copy with fellow collectors in
hopes that they too will like what
they see. The Friends of Medalta
Saociety who look after the layout,
printing, mailing etc. havetold me
that we are now at the break even
point at leastinsofar asrecovering
direct costs.

For those of you who have not
aready done so, please take this
opportunity to renew your
subscription for another year.
Onceagainwehavetriedtomakeit
aseasy aspossible by including an
addressed envelope for your use.
The subscription rate remains the
same at $20.00 for the year, so
please take a minute to make your
cheque out to The Friends of
Medalta Society and drop it in the
mail.

Thank you once again for your
support and interest in making the

As expected for lamps made during the later half of the 1930s, it was ~ newsletter possible. «

produced using theyellow burning clay. Thecolouris
fairly typical of that period being glazed in ablend of
light and dark greens. It stands8 34" high, measures 5
1/8" acrossthe base, has amaximum circumference of
227/8" and weighs 1285 grams.

For your interest the base was originally found in
eastern Canada in the Montreal area. The price of
$300.00 seemsabit highbutinview of thefact that itis
the only one to have shown up so far and that it bears
aMedatamark, perhapsit wasnot out of line. | must
admit that were | still collecting for the Glenbow
Museum, | would have been willing to meet that price.

Medalta's New Style Sick Feeder

Not too long ago one of the Calgary based dealers had

the fortunate experience of .
Continued on page 2
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From the Editor

It hardly seems possibleto me, but another year has
come and gone. Time truly does pass faster when
you are enjoying what you do, and | must admit that
| do like sharing my knowledge of Alberta made
productswithyou. | ook forward to another year of
theMedaltaReview.

Last May | took afull timepositionwiththe Calgary
Exhibitionand Stampedetofill their newly appointed
position as Stampede Archivist, and while | am
enjoying the challenges of the new job it does limit
theamount of timethat | haveavail ableto pursuemy
pottery interests. It isamost impossible to record
and photograph collections outside of the city of
Calgary as weekends are just too few and not long
enough to really travel anywhere.

However, many of our subscribershavecometomy
rescue by taking photographs of their new finds to
send to me. Othershave sent me aphotocopy of the
stamp or pattern namethat appearsonapiece. Some
have even brought me more into the electronic age
than | had wanted to be by sending me e-mails
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instead of areal picture. Intimel may join
those that are so advanced in using digital
cameras, vVideorecordersor what haveyouto
takeand send pictures, and | might evenhave
tostart savingall my picturesandinformation
on CD's as more and more of you send me
pictures.

Personally, | still like hard copy (a printed
copy) of books, catalogues and newsletters.
| like something that | can carry with mefor
reference, and portablelap-top computersare
not what | havein mind. However for those
whoareintotheel ectronicage, wearepleased
to be able to provide you with electronic
versions of the
newsletter and
other materials
and there are
some benefits

Sick Feeder
(New Style)
3" dia. x 2%"

for  taking deep
advantage of CAT. No.
downloading W192 - White

GB192 - Green Band
RB192 - Red Band
S$192 - Slipware

an electronic
copy. The
images are
usualy clearer
than the printed version and some pictures
areincolour and, hopefully, morecol our ones
will be used in the future issues just as soon
asl findaway to send colour imagesquickly.

Your help is appreciated even though |
sometimesforget to acknowledgeit, anditis
still needed. Our questionandanswer column
only appears when | receive questions that
may beof interest toawi der number of readers
and if they are ones that | can answer.
Sometimes, all | can say isthat | don't know
and there does not seem to be much benefit
in including those questions in the
newsletter. Those questions included ones
such as: What was the exact date that
Medaltaclosed?and Whendid Harry Veiner
takeover theHycroft plant? OtherslikeWhat
union did Medaltaworkersbelongto? | may
have been ableto answer if | had thetimeto
look up the answer, but regretfully | did not
have time to search for the answer.

But please keep the questions and
information coming, and my thanks once
again to each of you who have phoned meto
tell me about your new finds or to help keep
me posted on prices. | sincerely wishall our
subscribers aMerry Christmas and a Happy
New Y ear. Many of youwill receiveaspecial
pieceof Albertamadepottery for Christmas;

Continued on page 9

Continued from page 1

finding, not one but, three of
Medalta's new style sick
feeders. For many years this
styleof sick feeder wasknown
only fromitsillustrationinthe
1947 Medalta Hotelware
Catalogue, and even with
these three new additions my
countisstill only sevenintotal.

| wasnever abletoacquirethis
style of sick feeder for the
Glenbow collections as the

only specimen offered to the
museum was a cracked one
with staining along the crack.
That was around 1981 and at
that time the dealer wanted
$200.00forit. | mighthavepaid
that for amint one, but not for
one in relatively poor
condition.

| heard that theasking pricefor
these new style sick feeders
was$150.00 andthat thedeal er
took anoffer of $130.00. Inmy
opinion, it was a good buy at
that price considering their
scarcity.

For your interest | have
included Meddta'sadsfromits
1947 catalogue that illustrate
the two styles of sick feeder
(sometimes called an invalid
cup). Theoldstylewaslikelyin
production by 1939 although
the earliest actual reference |
have at present is December
1940. The new style
presumably came out after the
war.

As you can see from the ads
both styles were available in
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the usual
hotelware
colours: plain
white, green
band, red band
and coloured
slipware.
Coloured
dlipwares were
nothing more
than the colour of your choice ranging
from various colours of banding to ones
with coloured exteriorsandwhiteinterior.
However, | have never seen any style of
sick feeder, either new or old, that wasnot
plainwhite. If any of our readershaveone
of these cupsin acolour other than white,
please let me know about it.

For those of you who do not have one, the
old style sick feeder isfairly easy to find
and | would not pay more than $25.00 for
one.

Packed 8 doz. to carton.

An Individual Sized Cream &
Sugar Set by Medalta

Thislittle cream and sugar set was one of
the donationsreceived by the FOM S over
the summer. | cannot be sure just what
M edaltamarketed thisset as, but my guess
isthat it was brought out to compete with
theindividual cream & sugar set made by
Medicine Hat Potteries.

When | first saw this set, particularly the
small creamer, my first reactionwasthat the
setwasafake. Thecolour of theclay used
inmakingthepiecesappearedtobeyellow,
andasthecreamer wasbasically thesingle
eggcupwithapinchontherimtoformthe
spout, | expected it to be made from the
white clay. The Medalta stamp on the
creamer also suggested that white clay
should have been used in making this
piece. Also, both pieceshad been painted
intheCPR bluecolour, but of coarseitwas

Shipping weight approx. 55 lbs. per carton.

Sick Feeder dull being a
?;/df_'le[e . latex paint,
4 ia x 4

deep r?’[hel’ than

CAT. No. g Ossy as Is

W191 - White theCPRglaze.

GB191 - Green Band The Medalta

RB191 — Red Band

S191 - Slipware aarnps onthe
bottoms
looked OK,

one being the
G.14 stamponthesugar bowl andtheother
the G.33 (small letter variety) on the
creamer, but both had adull 1ook to them.
Thinkingthat thedullnessmight havebeen
caused by covering afake stamp with nail
polish, | got out my acetone bottle and
started wiping the bottom of the creamer.
As expected the coating over the Medalta
stamp started to comeoff, but not thestamp
itself which indeed was under the original
blue glaze. As | worked away further,
though, what appeared to be yellow clay
gave way to white and the white was not
fired clay but soft plaster.

At this point, not wanting to completely
destroy the piece, | stopped working onit,
but | was fairly well convinced that the
piece was someone's attempt at making a
phoney. It appeared that white plaster had
been used to make the piece, that it was
painted to simulate the CPR blue and that
therimareaof thebottom had been painted
yellowtosuggest that thefat or yellow clay
had been used in its
production. But, whoever
had made this fake had
blown it, as they selected
thesingleeggcuptomodel
the creamer after rather
than one of Medalta's
hotelware creamers. The
perpetrator of this fraud,
unlike me, did not know
that Medaltanever madea
creamer of this shape. How wrong | was?

Oncel stoppedworkingonthepiece, | back
trackedtofind out moreaboutit. | calledthe
donor and advised him of my findingsand
much to my surprise | discovered that he
was the one making all the modifications.
Hehadindeed paintedthepieces, butitwas
tocover thewhiteplaster repairsand cracks
that resulted from an accident which broke
the sugar bowl. The creamer when
acquired had athin chip missing from the
base, and to improve its look it had been

filledinwithwhiteplaster beforerepainting
it. That isthe white plaster that had been
coming off with my scrubbing.

Armed withthisnew information and now
knowing that original pieces were to be
found under all therecently applied plaster
and paint, | stripped them down to the
basicsinjust afew minutesby boilingthem
forafew minutesinapot of water. Theblue
paint peeled off, the broken pieces
separated as the glue softened and the
plaster infills were easily brushed away.
Underneath were a couple of real gemsas
you can see from the photograph, but they
did have some unexpected features. Both
were glazed in amedium blue shade, both
were made using the yellow clay and the
creamer was in fact a new shape modeled
after the eggeup.

The sugar bowl by size and shape is
basically the miniature chamber pot
without an attached handle. It stands 1v2
inches high and is about 2 3/4 diameter
acrossthetop. It differsfromthebedpanin
beingthicker walled. | haveonly seenone
other sample likeiit, al'so marked with the
G.14 stamp on the bottom, but it was
finished inacrimson glaze. The owner of
that piece, Vicki Douglas, calleditasaki cup
and it well could have been used in that
manner.

Thecreamer withitsrelatively small spout
when comparedto other Medaltacreamers
stands 1 7/8 inches high and is about 2
inchesacrossthetop. Undoubtedly it was
made using the mould for the footless
eggcup asthemeasurementsarewithinthe
range of variation found for the footless

eggcup.

Continued from page 2

enjoy it, and happy collecting to each of
youintheyear 2000.

Ron Getty, Editor
P.S. Asyou can see, | did not get the
newsletter finished before Christmas as |
hadhoped. Somuchfor mylastyear'sNew
Year resolution. My sincere belated
wishes anyway.
RG.-
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A New Hi

Palomino

Oneof thereal surprisestomewastheprice
realized for acoupleof Medalta sspecially
named/decorated hotelware side plates at
the25th of October Hall’ sauction, although
some of the collectors at the sale did not
seem too surprised by the biding. Both
plates went for the same amount $140.00
withtheGST and buyer'spremiumontop of
that bringing the price to
about $160.00.
Admittedly, they were /
both beauties and /
ones that you do
not see very
often, but |
thought they
would go for
aroundthe$75.00
mark. Maybethe
large9or 10-inch
dinner plates
would go for
$140.00 but not the

A Couple of New Hycroft
Back Stamps

ThankstoaB.C. collector wenow know that
Jack Straws was aso among the stamps
which included the pattern number along
with the pattern name. He sent
me a photocopy of the stamp
ontheback of theplateand as

el

smaller sideplates! Perhapsthe size has
no bearing on price when it comes to
scarceand beautifully decorated platesas
they so seldom appear on the market.

Regretfully | only haveapictureof oneof
the plates, the Palomino one. | do havea
group shot of the Stockman'snn pattern,
but sofar | have not been abletolocateit.
Perhaps| will beableto show thispattern
in afuture issue of the newsdletter.

The Palomino pattern was
made for a restaurant
located in Fort
Macleod, Alberta,
according to two of
the young women
who did most of the
banding and
specia decorating
for Medalta at the
time.
The patternisindeed
eyecatching at least for
the pieceswith the horse

the second-hand store along the town's
mainstreet. | actually found nothingthere
as the Blue Mountain pieces that | was
interested in had tiny chips on them.
However | askedthelady inchargeif there
wereany other antique storesintown and
shedirected me to one near the northeast
end of town. Thereamongsta
clutter of everything
imaginable, | found the
Corsage plate. |1 am not sure |

you can seeitturned out very ADA back th )

wel JACK STRaws Wanttogobackthereasitwasso
' 1700 crowded that | was afraid to turn

The other stamp and pattern that | around for fear of knocking

had not recorded before was number 540
assigned to the Corsage pattern. As you
can see from the picture of the stamp, it
appears that Corsage/540 was a separate
stampfromtheHycroft oneasthetwo units
aremisaligned.

As is typical of the 501 to 565 pattern

numbers, it was found
on the large
dinner plate.

Thefindingof this

otes

CANADA plate came as a
22K GOLD pleasant surprise
CORSAGE when | stopped at

540 Innisfail to check out

something off theshelf, but | likely will as
who knows next time | may find another
new pattern.

There, | also found anice but small Blue
Mountain vase, so indeed it was a good
day.

This finding of the Jack Straws plate
confirmsmy belief that wewill eventually
findal thenumbersfrom1000to 1800. The
pattern numbers higher than 1800 have
not been seen on products, and | suspect
that they never will be as the practice of
including the pattern numbers was
dropped by 1958.

h for Medalta 7-inch Plates

onthem. Asexpectedthehorseiscoloured
tolook likeaPalomino horsewiththemain
andtail finishedinwhite. Thehorserearing
onitshind legsfillsthe center of theplates
and covers much of the side of the milk
pitchers. OntheplatesthenamePalomino
is found on the rim at the bottom in rope
style |ettering while the upper edge of the
rim is decorated with a ranch-style gate
scene.

The items that | have recorded in this
pattern include a petite marmite, a two
ounce handled creamer, alarge2 pint milk
pitcher andthe 7" sideplate. Theonly piece
without the Palomino horse on it was the
petite marmite, but it was decorated with
theranch gate. All thehollow wareswere
yellow on the exterior and white on the
interior with ablack line or band between.
Theplateshaveayellow rimseparatedfrom
the white center by a narrow black band.
The stamps found on the Palomino pieces
indicate that orders were placed from at
least 1950t01953. «

If thereisgoingto bean exception, | would
pick the Calico pattern assigned number
1100 as Hycroft already had stamps on
handwiththeoriginal 504 number onthem.
The only other number still to be foundis
1600 and from the Hycroft records it will
either be the Mandarin or Cross-Weave
pattern. Both of thesepatternsarelistedin
theHycroft recordsasnumber 1600, andto
complicate matters even more, the Lynn
pattern was also assigned number 1600.
My guess is that it will be the Mandarin
pattern whichisfound with thenumber on
it, but only timewill tell.

In review, the 1000 numbered stamps
include;

1100 Cdlico, 1955-1975 (ho numbered
sample seen as yet)

1200Denim, 1957-1969

1300Tartan, 1957-1969

1400 Diamonds, 1955

1500DotsN'Blocks, 1957-1958
1600Mandarin, 1957 (nonumberedsample
seen as yet)

1600 Cross-Weave, 1957 (ho numbered
sample seen as yet)

1620Pioneer, 1966-1967

1700 Jack Straws, 1957-1969
1800Fantasia, 1957-1958 »
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Dopey Has Been Found Hall’s Auction

About three years ago, | received the listing of
figurines made by
Alberta artist Jack
Fuller and marketed
through Medicine
Hat Potteries as
indicated by the
Little Chief stamp
on the bottom. At
the time, | had seen
about half of the forty
some figures listed, and since then most of the
others have surfaced at antique shows. The one
that continued to elude collectorswas Dopey, and
| was particularly interested in seeing this piece as
| redlly hadnoideawhatitwouldbe. Withthenewly
found specimen now in the collections of the
Friendsof MedaltaSociety (FOMS), weknow that
thefigurineisindeedthefriendly & innocent dwarf
from Disney's Snow White and the Seven Dwarf.

Personally | thought that Dopey would be one of
Jack Fuller'scaricaturehorsesor perhapseven one
of the cowboyshe had worked with over theyears.
Twoof theother figurinesonthelisting of hisworks
werethedrunken cowboy and thesinging cowboy,
so why not adopey cowboy? | had thought of the
dwarf Dopey asapossibility asthelate 1930stiming
was right for producing this character, but why
only one? Why not a set of eight or more figures
of all the dwarfs, Snow White herself, the wicked
Queen or witch or even the Princethat woke Snow
White from her sleep?

Anyway, itisniceto know that Dopey isindeed a
dwarf and who knows, perhapshewasnot theonly
figurefrom Snow Whitethat wasproduced by Jack
Fuller.

Asisusual for the Fuller models, Dopey is made
using a white plaster and finished with coloured
paints. The figures can be damaged quite easily
since they are unfired, but in thisinstance Dopey
isin excellent condition. Asyou can seefromthe
picture included here, Dopey is in a standing
position on amore or lessround brown base. The
figureisnot identified in any way that | could see
either with the name Dopey or with Jack Fuller's
signature and/or trademark, but thereisabsolutely
no doubt that he is Dopey the dwarf. Just look at
him; his stature, clothing and especially those big
ears attest to whom heis.

Thesmiling, happy character whoisglancingtohis
leftiswearing ablack hood and cloak whichistied
around his waist with a reddish-brown belt. The
face and other exposed body areas are finished in

Continued on page 9

The October 25th Hall's auction,
consistingof some1561ots, wasinmany
respects a disappointment, not only to
me but also to the auctioneer. | was
disappointed due to the lack of unusual
itemsinthesale. Perhaps| havetosome
extent grown dependent on Hall's to
provide me with new and interesting
pieces for the newsletter. The Harmer
salescertainly had alargenumber of rare
and unusual pieces in
them, and | guessthat |
waslooking forwardto
more of the same.

Thequality of theitems
was al so disappointing
in many ways as a good number of the
pieces, the Medalta ones in particular,
had cracks and chips on them. The
pricesrealized were for the most part a
reflection of the condition of the pieces,
athough it did not seem to have much
effect on the owl lampinthe sale.

The auctioneer's disappointment came
inthenumber of itemsconsignedfor the
auction. He had thought that the
number of lots would be 250 to 300 but
after acoupleof promised groupingsfell
through he only had time to round up
just over 150 listings.

On the other hand the auction wastruly
abuyer'smarket for achange. | thought
that many of the pieceswent for half of
what they should have brought.

Medalta's bouillon cup was one such
example. Twowereavailableinthesale,
oneincrimsonandtheotherin CPRblue,
and they went for about twenty-three
dollars each. Both were in perfect
condition. The lucky couple that
acquiredthemmainly buy mint piecesas
they use Medalta's dishes for their
When | acquired my

first bouillon cup for

the Glenbow

1984, | paid$25.00forit,

and it was the thin/

thick/thin green band

one of the solid

colours ones. A /A

couple of years °

B

o P
=

everyday use.
v
[
Collections around
pattern on white, not

after that | saw agroup of about six of
the coloured ones at an antique show
in Calgary, probably the Blue
Mountain sale, and the vendor was
asking $30.00 each for them. Since
then, | have not seen any for sae
again, and so | consider them
somewhat rare. In addition to the
crimsonandtheCPR blue, royal blue
and gray are the only other solid
colourswhich| have
seen.

The most expensive
iteminHall'sauction
was a globular 4 5"
high "Fuzzy Owl"
lamp that went for about $880.00
including the buyer's premium and
theGST. | thoughtitwouldgoforless
thanthat asit had atriangular shaped
piece broken out of the interior edge
of the bottom. Even though the
damage was where you cannot seeit
whenthelampisondisplay, | thought
it would lower the price somewhat.

The next highest priced piece or
pieceswasapair of hourglassshaped
vases, styleno. 104, 10" size, in next
to new condition and finished in
colouredlacquers. Thepatternisthe
swallow sitting on a branch with
water liliesbelow whichisrelatively
hard to find in comparison to the
flying swallow pattern. The bird
whichperhapslooksmorelikearaobin
than a swallow by its colouring is
executed in relief (perhaps sprig
work) and is contrasted against a
fairly dark green background colour.
Asusual, the pair of vases had some
gold banding around the rim. The
picture shown here is not the actual
piece as| did not have accessto the
—— collection to take my
\ 9 usua pictures, but it
serves to illustrate the
pattern.

The price of about
$410.00 each was in
keepingwith other choice
lacquer painted pieces
that have sold at
previous Hall's
auctions.
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Checklist of Hycroft Backstamps Havin

In the last issue | mentioned that |
would give Hycroft's pattern
numbersthat will likely befoundon
Hycroft products, and | say "likely
befound" as| haveonly seen afew
of them so far. On the list below,
they are the ones with an asterisk
beside the number. The reason |
expect most of them to be found is
that the pattern numbers were
assigned consecutively, and we
now have a record of most of the
numbers assigned in the 1000s.

The list was compiled from the
Hycroft business records, mainly
itsinvoicerecords, and | believethe
date range to be fairly accurate,
likelywithin3or 4monthseachway.
It could be off by afew months as
when | was compiling the list |
literally had to look through
thousandsof invoices, andit would
have been quite easy to miss some
here and there. One group of
patterns is known only from
invoices listing samples that were
sent to one or more of Hycroft's
distributors. No actual reference
was ever found to indicate that any
sets of these patterns had actualy
been sold. This group was the
Melody series, pattern numbers556
to561, and at present | havenoidea
what any of them looked like.

Inlooking at the chart given below,
we can see that even though the
numbers were assigned
consecutively, this did not always
go hand in hand with the sale dates
that |1 gleaned from the Hycroft
invoices. For examplethefirst two
patterns, 501-L eChateau and 502-
Kensington Rose, first showed up
in the 1956 invoices while patterns
503 to 509 al appeared in the 1956
records.

Thereislikely anumber of different
explanations for these seeming
incongruities including poor sales
(or lack of sales), listing the pattern
before the decals were received
from the supplier and my missing
the pattern name/number on the
invoices as | went through them.

501
502
503
504

505
506
507
508
509
510
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537

538

539

541

542

545

546
547

549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558

L eChateau, 1956-1957
Kensington Rose, 1956-1957
Game Birds, 1955-1975

Calico, 1955-1975; |later became 1100,
1957-1975

Flamingo, 1955-1964

Monarch Rose, 1955-1957

Wee Spot O' Heather , 1955-1963
Shooting Stars, 1955-1957
Everglades, 1955-1957

Anemone, 1956-1957

Brookside, 1956-1957

Morning Glory, 1956-1957
Gardenia, 1956-1957

Silvery Pine, 1956-1962

Wayside Flowers, 1956-1957
Bluebell, 1956-1957

Waterton Park, 1956-1957
Suffield, 1956-1957

Juanita, 1956-1957

Banff Park , 1956-1957

The Little Red Hen, 1956-1960
Regency, 1956-1957

Wildwood, 1956-1957

Top O' The Morn, 1956
Connaught Rose, 1956-1957
Haliburton, 1956-1964
Glenwood, 1957

American Beauty, 1956-1960
Normandie(green), 1957
Normandie (yellow), 1956-1957
Petit Point, 1956

Holiday, 1956-1960

Rose Arbor, 1956-1957

Wistful, 1957

Capri, 1957; later became no. 2500,
1959-1964

Jill, 1956-1969; aso listed as no. 16
sometimes

Pasadena, 1956

Corsage, 1956-1957
Blossomtime, 1956-1957
Blossom Time)

Wild Rose, 1956
Festival, 1956-1957
Winston Rose, 1956-1957
Idlewylde, 1956-1957; | ater becameno.
2600, 1959-1964

Garden Grove, 1956

Riviera, 1956

Naples, 1956

Castlewood, 1956-1957
Grapevine, 1956-1957

Bar-B-Q, 1956-1964

Springtime, 1957-1964

Gold Edge, 1956-1957

Rosslyn, 1956-1957

Rosaleg, 1956-1957

Melody in Pinewood, 1956
Melody in Springtime, 1956
Melody in Azure, 1956

(also

a Pattern Number

559 Melody in Copenhagen Blue, 1956
560 Melody in Willowtime, 1956

561 Melody in Peachtime, 1956

563 Carmen, 1956

565 Whest, 1956-1969

1100 Calico, 1955-1975

1200 Denim, 1957-1969

1300 Tartan, 1957-1969

1400 Diamonds, 1955 (only a rubber stamp seen)
1500Dots ‘N Blocks, 1957-1958

1600 Mandarin, 1957

1600 Cross-Weave, 1957

* 1620 Pioneer, 1966-1967

* 1700Jack Straws, 1957-1969

* 1800 Fantasia, 1957-1958

Alsointhislistingl havegivenother numbersthat
wereassignedtothesamepattern. Jill No. 538, for
example, wassometimeslistedasNo. 16 and Capri
No.537later becameNo. 2500aslisted from 1959-
1964. No. 1600islistedtwiceasboth Cross-Weave
and Mandarin as both appear in the Hycroft
records. Isone of these numberswrong or isthis
an instance where the number was reused when
the original pattern was discontinued? Perhaps,
the finding of a numbered piece will answer the
guestion. ¢

Named But Not Numbered

Thisissue completestheillustrationsthat | have
of the Hycroft stamps that include the pattern
nameaspart of thestamp. Thestampillustrations
include a couple of varieties for some of the
stamps. Most of these variationsare stampswith
andwithout theword Albertaafter MedicineHat.
One, theVitrified Hotelwarestamp, isadifference
inthesizeof thestamp; othersliketheDenimpair,
where one is missing the word "Canada’, may
simply reflect afaulty stamp.

The Calico stamps shown here also clearly
illustrate that the layout from one stamp order to
the next could result in some variation. In one
stamp thewords" Calico" and "Hand Decorated"
arefairly close together, and in one of the other
stampsthey are somewhat spread out. At present
| candolittlemorethan show thesevariations, but
hopefully at sometimeinthefutureonewill beable
torelate someof thesevariationsto specificyears
of use.

As usual | would welcome a photocopy of any
stamps or stamp variations not shown here.

E B
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Selected Hycroft Patterns

In the last issue we illustrated and
discussed half a dozen of Hycroft's
dinnerware patterns. We will continue
illustrating the varied patternsin this and
future issues in the hope that it will
encourage some collectors to add these
piecesto their collection.

The FOMS is exploring the possibility of
dedicating an exhibit area to show
Hycroft'spatterns, givingthepatternname
and number whenknownand solicitingthe
public's help in identifying the

only in 1956 and 1957. The pattern is
comprised of what appearstobefour fairly
large rosesin atight cluster placed in the
center of awhiteplate. Oneroseisgrey and
white, another isyellow, another light pink
andwhiteandthelast oneisadark pink with
whitehighlighting onthepetal tips. Green
leavesarefound aroundtheroses. Therim
of the white plate is finished with a gold
band onthe edge, leading to gold stippling
which extends about half a centimetre
inward.

unknown patterns. | hope ——— Thepricesthat | recorded were
that time and $3.10for 20 piecesets, about
resources will $7.50 for 32 piece ones
permit such an / and $11.60for 53 piece
exhibit as it | sets. By August 1957
promisesto be [/ 01 4 \  customerswerebei ng
guite ,__& advised that Corsage
colourful. e U was no longer
CORSAGE /?gtl E:ibtl); not appear
- No. 540 /" in the sales records

Corsageisfound ¢
on the Balmoral or

swirl edge style of ™.

dishes and the invoice iy

recordsindicate that it was sold

Hycroft’s Named Backstamps
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CALICO - No. 504, later No.
1100

Calicowasmadeonthecoupe
shape dishes, and the first
year that it appears in the
Hycroft salesrecordsis 1955.
It had a very long history of
productionasitwasstill beingsoldin1975.
Without doubt it was the most popular
pattern made by Hycroft as thousands of
twenty piecestarter setsweresold over the
years. Eventoday, itisahot seller whenit
can be found in good condition.

That Calico was available from 1955
onward stems from the fact that it was
originally apattern produced by Medicine
Hat Potteries. We presently do not know
when the 'Little Chief' introduced this
patternbutinall likelihood it was after the
end of World War Il. The Medicine Hat
Potteries Calico back stamp shown hereis
one of only a few of the Medicine Hat
Potteries stampings that give the pattern
name.

Hycroft originally assigned Calico the
pattern number 504 and occasionally that
number is given in the
Hycroft invoices
dating to 1956 or

TU
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earlier. Afterthat, Calicoisalwaysreferred
to as number 1100 when the number is
given, butusuallyitissimply referredtoby
name. Everyone knew what Calico was;
there was no need to give its pattern
number.
Calicoissimilarindesignto
the Denim patternthat we
looked at in the last
issue of the Review. It
differsin not having a
speckled variety andin _
the pattern being =
formed by four broad \ﬁ
bands at right anglesto |

one another giving a
central square. A thin
undulatingblacklineis
found ontheouter edge of each broad band
and another set of black lines run through
the center at right angles to one another.

Because Calicowasinproductionfor such
along period of time, youfinditinawide
variety of coloursand ondifferent stylesof
dishes, particularly the cups. Just what
these changesincluded isnot fully known
but at | east someof themareknown. Some
of the October 1956 sal esrecords mention
theoldandthenew style, and other specify
that accessories such as the oval meat
platter would not be available until
sometimein1957. OnerecordfromOctober
1956 mentions Calico TV setsat $7.20 a
dozen. | do not presently know for sure
whatthe TV setlookslike, but Hycroft did
make dinner plates with a depressed
circular areanear onesidetoholdacupand,
perhaps, that is what is being referred to.
Do any of our readers have such aplatein
their collectionfor | haveyettoseeany in
the Calico pattern?

There are certainly colour difference
between the sets marked with the 504
stamp and the later stamps. The

one difference that | have
noted is that the original
maroon colour was much
darker than the later
maroon.  There also
appearstobeadifferencein
thewidth of thebandsbut as

| haveseensofew of theearly
Calicopieces| cannot besure.

Calico'scolourswerefor themost

part quite bright. The records give
various listings usually including yellow,

L

m::: _.._,
L W-—* L —

i / e
green mention on those S
y/ _,r7L-

pink, blue, blue-green, maroon and
chartreuse; however other recordsgivethe
colours turquoise, lime, coral, blue-grey.
Coral and pink areoften listed onthesame
invoice so they must be different colours.
Turquoiseandbluearenever listed
together so they well may be
the same colour,
particularly since a few
invoiceslist the colour as
turquoise blue. And |
suspect that chartreuse
|/ and lime are the same
~ colour asthey too are not
listed together, athough
you sometimes have
chartreuse and green
listed together. The

-'-_"...--

invoices is likely the blue-
green.

Judging by the coloursthat

| have seen in collections,
not what is listed on the
invoicesas| never took the
time to record the numbers
of eachcolour sold, | wouldsay
that the bright colours were the
most popular: yellow, blue, chartreuse
andpink. Maroonand blue-green, thedark
colours, are not seen as often.

Astopricesfor Calicosets, | only recorded
themfortheearly years. In1957the20piece
sets sold between $3.00 and $3.75
wholesale, some32 piecesetsfor $7.25and
some 53 piece setsfor about $10.50.

DOTS 'N BLOCKS - No. 1500

The only listings | have for this pattern
cover the years 1957 to early 1958, and it
likely was not too popular as it does not
appear inthesalesrecordsvery often. By

May 1958, businesses

— requesting thispatternwere

-

beingadvisedthatitwas
no longer available.

It is found on the
round coupe style
dishes and is a
relatively simple
geometric pattern.
On the large dinner
plates the Dots 'N
Blocks pattern is
comprised of 13 pink dots
(several sizes), 11 grey rectangles(several
sizes) and 15 pairsof parallel bluelines, all

intermixed onawhiteplatelightly speckled
with blue-grey. On smaller piecessuchas
thecreamer, thepatternmay consist of only
oneor two of each of the geometric shapes

So far, | have not recorded any colour
variations but they may yet be found. To
date, | havenot seenmorethanhalf adozen
piecesin this pattern.

JACK STRAWS - No. 1700

The earliest record that | have for this
pattern is 1957, but it appearsto have had
itsoriginin Medicine Hat Potteries asthe
‘LittleChief' produced apatterncalled Pick-
Up-Sticks. ThePick-Up-Sticksnameal so
appears in the Hycroft invoices and
perhaps Hycroft produced
the pattern under that
name from 1955 to
1957; but, if so, no
named pieces have
shown up as yet.

The dishes are
found in the coupe
shape and the
pattern consists of
blue, yellow, black and
pink coloured straws
against a white background
completely speckled in fine grey. The
straws appear to be randomly placed over
the upper surface of the plate and overlap
one another as would a dropped pile of
pick-up-sticks. In1957, 20 piece setssold
for around $4.50 each, 32 piecesfor $7.50
and 53 piece setsfor $13.50. Itspopul arity
is attested to by the pattern remaining in
productionuntil 1969.
For your interest, the Medicine Hat
Potteries' pieces in the Pick-Up-Stick
pattern had the sticksin black, yellow and
wine colours all against a pink back-
ground.

FANTASIA - No. 1800

This e
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pattern ismore colourful than either Dots'N Blocksor Doodles
and it, like those patterns, is found on the coupe style of dishes.
Onthedinner platesthe hand painted pattern consistsof six each
of two repetitivedesigns: the first comprised of three pink ovals
decreasing in size, and the second of four black lines and four
yellow linesdecreasing in size and at 90 degreesto one another
andwithal/4bluecirclewithintherightangle. Thetopof theplate
isfully covered with alight speckling of blue-grey.

Thesaledatesfor thispattern cover the period 1957-1958, and it
too doesnot appear very often. Thepricefor 20 piecesetsranged
from $5.00 to $6.00 and a53 piece set waslisted at $18.50 so it
certainly was not one of Hycroft's cheapest patterns.

DOODLES - Pattern No. not Known

This pattern is seldom mentioned in the Hycroft invoices and
production appears to have been limited to the year 1957. A
patternnumber, if ever assigned, wasnot beengiveninany of the
Hycroft records that | looked at.

Doodles is found on the

coupe styledishes, and on

the dinner plates the

o pattern consists of a

<% \ central group of
| three grey
arrowheads with
black shafts; two

| shafts  running
/ between the
arrowheads, one

// with acluster of three

iy blue balls at the end and
" the other with three blue

squares; three more vertically
running shafts, the central onewith three ballsat theend and the
two side ones with squares; and with ayellow chevron pattern
between the three black shafts. Around the central design, one
findsthree other groupingsof oneor two arrowheadswith either
ball or squarecluster around the central grouping. Thetop of the
plateisbasically whitebut thewholeislightly speckledwithgrey.

Theonly pricethat | recorded from Hycroft'sinvoicerecordswas
$6.30 for atwenty piece set and perhaps this explains why the
saleswerelow. It wasjust too expensive for most people!

Personaly | like the design, athough the yellow coloured
chevron-like pattern seems out of place (blue or grey ones may
have looked better).

| should point out that someof the1957 salesrecordsal somention
a pattern called arrowheads, and there is one hit of evidence
suggesting that Doodles and Arrowheads were one and the
same. One plateinthe FOM S collections, which camefromthe
old stock in the Hycroft warehouse, had a paper label on it
identifying the pattern as Arrowheads but the plate itself was
marked with the Doodl es backstamp shown here. My guessis
that Doodles was the official name while Arrowheads was the
moredescriptivebut unofficial name. Todatel havenot seenthe
name Arrowheads on any backstamp. ¢

Continued from page 5

brown skin tones. He stands about

8 3/8 inches high (including base)
and the baseisabout 4 3/8inchesin
diameter. The Little Chief stamp
appearsin black ink on the bottom of the
base.

The FOMS obtained Dopey for the low
price of $100.00 but | personally know a
coupleof peoplewhowould bewillingto
pay around $500.00to add thisfigurineto
their collection.

FULLER'S MOUNTIE

With Dopey, the FOMS also
received a six inch high Roya
Canadian Mounted Police
figurine. Fuller madetwo mounted
policefigurines, however, all exampleswhich | haveseenhavebeen
thesamesizeasthisone. Perhapsthelarger oneisadifferent pose,

Continued on page 10 column 3

Medicine Hat Potteries’ Pieces

Designed by Jack Fuller

One of the Recordsthat hasthe survived the ravages of timeandis
now safely keptintherecordshel d by the Friendsof M edaltaSociety
isapricelist of theproductsthat weredesigned or scul ptured by Jack
Fuller. Asyou can see from the reproduction of the list as given
bel ow, the pieceswere numbered from 1to 51, although therearein
factonly 44 itemslisted. Numbers18, 29, 32, 33, 34,44, and 46 are
missing, but at onetimethelist waslikely continuous. Why these
numbersweredroppedfromthelist may never beknownfor sure, but
if | may speculate, | will suggest somelikely answers.

Jack Fullerlikely gave M edicineHat Potteriesalist of thescul ptures
that he had on hand, and | suspect that MHP sel ected the ones that
they thought would sell and dropped the rest. Some were likely
deemed too risgqué as Jack loved to do nudes.

We definitely know that there was afigure assigned number 18 as
itisoneof thenumbered piecesshown inthe photographthat | have
included here. Unfortunately | only had access to a very dark
photocopy of this picture and | cannot make out what this figure
lookslike.

The rest of the items shown in the picture are indeed the ones
identified by number onthelisting: # 1 thewall plague showing an
Indian'sheadinprofile, #7 aMountie, # 11 mountain goatsbookend,
# 16 ahorsehead wall plague and so on. Collectorsthat havethese
pieceshaveadvised methat many, but not all of themhavethe"Little
Chief" trademark onthem.

Many of the figurines on thislist have a date associated with Jack
Fuller'strademark and theonesthat | haverecorded vary from 1936
for # 23 (the skull and keg ashtray), to 1937 for # 11 (mountain goat
bookend) andto 1939for #20(grizzly bear). Thisdatesthelistto 1939
or later which agreeswith the pencil noteonthetop of thelist dating
itt01939-1940.
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MEDICINE HAT POTTERIES #2§ Drunken Cowboy Bookend 9.00 dozen
pair.
PRICE LIST OF JACK #27 "Sitzmark" Skier Ash Tray  9.00 dozen
FULLER'S SCULPTURES 728 Am Chair Lamp Base — 12.00
#1 Indian Head Plaque (Profile) 6.00 dozen iSl zinvn\:c?rlii ng ess 7460
#2 Indian Head (Wall Ornament) 3.50 hlpp kend Id )
#3 Indian Head (Wall Ornament Squaw) 3.50 igg #Szurv(\;prs Il-FI) pe(; gooken d ig%% ozen pair
. : A ndian Head Booken .
i:ir Indian Bookend (Stalking Indian) 9.00 dozen 437 #3 Indian Head Bookend 12.00
#5 Indian Ash Tray (Tom-Tom) 6.00 dozen #38  Mexican I;at IAshhTray 350 dozen.
#6 Black Bear Ash Tray 5.00 #39 Wagon Wheel Ash Tray 850
#7  Mountie (10 Inches) 6.00 #40 Sheep Head Ash Tray 500
#8  Cree Indian Dog Musher 9.00 iﬁ glgzrlztlgefr lgggi(se)nd 9.00 dozségo air
#9  Crow Indian Bookend 18.00 dozen pair 413 Grizzly Bear (Omameni) 6 OOp dozen
#10 Mountain Sheep Bookend ~ 6.00 dozen pair 445 Buﬁalg Ash Tra 3'50
#11 Mountain Goat Bookend 600 " " y '
#12 Pack Horse Bookend 7.20 #47 - Cowboy Hat Ash Tray 300 "
#13 Saddle Horse Bookend 7.20 Eg F;?C: gjf?;oASh Tray i: 80
#14 Squaw with Papoose Bookend 9.60 g . "
#15 Buffalo Ash Tray 250 don #50 Dopey Lamp Base or Ornament 6.00
#16 Horse Head 350 #51 "Tex" Cowboy 10.00
#17 Hector Crawler Plaque 6.00 As you can see from this listing, the
Eg éﬁff."y'”gegfwmy ;ég Fuller pieceswere priced by the dozen
#21 Indian Head Bookend 7.50 dozen pair and the_ bookend; were sold as pairs.
#22 Indian Girl (Ormament) 6.00 dozen Somepieceswerelistedat $2.50adozen
#23  Skull i Kig Ashh Tray 350 " or about 21 cents each, and the most
#24 Tomahawk Ash Tray 2.50 : " |
#25 Black Bear with Beer Kegs 3.50 Expensive one was #3(.)’ Redr,r,]an S
Wireless," at
INVOIoR —— Ne 2687 izﬁ?/%aeerf'gvljirti
MEn Peorio. ]
SIMBION OF ALBERTA CLAY PRODVETS CO.LID. . k dozm
SoLo1e THe Service Hardware, MEDICINE HAT. ALBERTA pIckup a
- Jemuary 14th,s 41, of the'Wireless
Our ORoER No figurineswould
Bmeeeo 7o GAME. YOUR ORDER No have made a
R e 055, can o hefty profit at
Tanus: after 30 davs. Fo.B. Plunte ' .
wuanury. [— T wremce amounr et tOday S prices.
- The last one
1 Mountie. 5400 .50 that | had a

84 Government Tux .04

report on sold
for just over
$1000.00. ¢

Continued from page 9

dressed differently or shown along with some
other individual or featuresuchashishorse. If
one of our readers can send me a photograph
of theother Mountiel will includeitinafuture
issue of the newdletter.

The Mountie is standing on an oval shaped
basewhichhasaflattened areaat thefront with
theimpressedinitiasR.C.M.P. Hestandssix
inches high and is depicted wearing his full-
dress scarlet uniform consisting of the red
serge tunic, black riding breeches with the
yellow stripedown the side and, of coarse, his
brown Stetson hat. The lanyard and beltsare
painted in yellowish-brown and the exposed
skinareasin flesh tones. Heisposed with his
hands behind his back. As usual the main
figureand base arein whiteplaster, but inthis
instance Fuller has had to use some other
material (perhaps paper of some sort) to form
thethin brim of the Stetson hat which hasbeen
damaged by being bent at the
back.

This particular sample of the
Mountie is not marked with
MedicineHat Potteries' Little
Chief stamp, but | have seen
three or four that were

stamped. What wouldbethe
value of the Mountie at
today's prices? | can only
guessthat thissize, and one
that was stamped by the
company, would sell in the
$300.00t0$400.00rangebut,
admittedly, | have
not seenoneforsale
for sometime.

Box 204, 703 Wood Street SE
MEDICINE HAT, Alta.

Canada T1A 7E9
Phone/FAX 403-529-1070
http://www.medalta.org

Friends of Medalta Society
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