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Medalta’'s Hanging Baskets

A Medalta purist, one who collects only pieces
that have the M edalta name on them, will never
acquire quite a number of pieces, particularly
many of the ones made before 1930. Even some
pieces made after 1930 went unstamped such
as many of the lamp bases, but there are afew
vases that are even hard to find such as the No.
63 and No. 69 ones. Perhaps, at one time, they
were identified as Medalta-made items by pa-
per stickers placed on them, but for the most
part | suspect that they were simply not marked
atal.

Medalta's hanging baskets are among the un-
marked itemsthat M edaltamade over theyears,
but thanks to catalogue illustrations we at |east
know what they looked like.

PAGE TWENTY-FOUR

MEDALTA.

A British American Hat Ashtr

Thislow style hat ashtray made by Hycroft was
areal surprisewhen it sold on ebay amonth or so
ago. Asusual, when a Hycroft piece appears, |
check my notesto seeif | have any record of the
item, and much to my surprise this was a new
recording for me. Thereislikely an order for this
hat somewhere
in the Hycroft
invoicerecords,
but to date |
have not been
abletoidentify it
under BA, Brit-
ishAmerican or
Ed O’ Neill.

If no Hycroft
collectors
were in-

HANGING
BASKETS

FANCY
FLOWER POTS
AND SAUCERS

v Pots aml
Yisted xepmrrately

Thefirst illustration shown hereis a page from
the 1924 Medalta catalogue. It clearly shows
thefern/leaf-like design that is embossed on the
exterior of the basket, and while you cannot
clearly see the suspension holes placed in the
collar, there are in fact three of them.

The caption accompa-
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nyingtheillustrations

. states “Made in
", cream colored un-
\ glazed stoneware./
Sizes10,12and 14-
inch”, and this
matcheswhat | have
seen inthe marketplace.
The baskets were unglazed,

yellowish in colour and measured close to the
ones given here. So far in collections | have
seen ones that measured 13%xinches and 14%
inchesindiameter, likely the 12 and 14-inch sizes.

Hopefully you can read the description for the
flowerpot also shown on this page, but if not,

Cont’d on page 14

terested in

thispiece, | wasgoingtogo all out and place
abidof $15.00 US, but | did not get achance
tostepin. Firstly, aHycroft collector placed
abid, going as high as $23.00 US, bidding
against what | must presume was a “ gaso-
line aley” collector. But that was only the
start, for within the day othersquickly joined
in the auction.

When all was said and done, the bidding
ended at $61.00 US or about $97.00 Canadian.
Wow! | never would have imagined a Hycroft
hat going for almost one hundred dollars.

After the auction, | did contact both the buyer
and the seller to seeif they knew where the ser-
vice station was located. The seller advised that
the hat was picked up at asalein southern Alberta
several years ago, perhaps in Medicine Hat, but
even that wastenuous. And the buyer, turned out
to be a collector in Ontario who acquires B-A
items as they once operated a British American
service station. ¢
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Important Notice

Please note that | have changed my
email addressto gettyr @shaw.ca My
old one gettyr @nucleus.com will re-
mainin effect for another three months
or so, but eventually | will drop it. It
was a slow phone connection rather
than the Shaw high speed cable con-
nection that | need for sending and re-
ceiving picture documents from our
readers. o

The Medalta Review

Editor: Ronald M. Getty

216 Maddock Way N.E.,
Calgary, Alta T2A 3X3 Canada
Phone: 403-273-1132

gettyr @shaw.ca

Photographer: Collectors
Design & Layout: Tony Hansen

Published & Distributed by:
The Friends of Medalta Society
703 Wood Street SE

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 89

Phone or FAX (403) 529-1070
Dianne Finch, Chairman

info@medalta.org

The Medalta Review is published quar-
terly intheinterest of keeping collectorsof
Alberta made pottery informed on newly
found products, current prices, history of
the potteries and other aspects relating to
the Alberta pottery industry. Each issue
includes a Hycroft and Medalta section.
Other columns will bring you reports re-
garding Alberta Potteries (Wyatt and
Y uill), Athabasca Potteries, M edicine Hat
Potteries (Little Chief), Medalta (1966)
Ltd., Provincial Industrial Enterprises
(PIE) or Sunburst Ceramics, and our ques-
tion and answer column will reply to in-
quiriesfrom our readersand museum visi-
tors.

Subscription is $25.00 per year. Back is-
sues are available from the Friends of
Medalta at $5.00 each plus postage and
handling.

Copyrighted by the Friends of Medalta
Society. Reproduction of any part of this
document isunlawful without written per-
mission.

From the Editor

Thank you for your support over the
past year. As usual, at times, | was
tardy in getting the newsletter com-
pleted and off to you by the end of
each quarter, particularly this one. |
will try harder to meet the deadlines,
but I will make no promises as re-
searching and writing the articles for
the newsletter is a hobby that must
take second place to my regular job.

If I must present an excuse, my tardi-
ness this time was the length of the
newsdl etter and the additional pictures.
| sincerely hopethat the additional in-
formation has made your wait worth-
while.

My thanks again to the many collec-
torsthat help in making this newslet-
ter possible by sharing their informa-
tion and collectionswith me, and thank
you for the appreciative wordsthat so
many of you offer from timeto time.

| can hardly believe that thisis Issue
# 20. That is five full years of the
newsletter. | always knew | was full
of it, but 20 issues. That is over
100,000 words, and some 750 pictures
of products madein the Medicine Hat
areal Surely, | must be running out of
material, but | amnot. | am still hear-
ing of new finds and there are still so
many topics that | have yet to cover,
such as the wall plagues. But that is
another story...

Ronald Getty, Editor

Renewal Time

Merry Christmasto each and every one
of you, albeit late, very late. | hope that
you had a pleasant holiday and found
time to celebrate the start of 2003 ap-
propriately.

With the New Year comes subscription
renewal time and we ask that you take a
moment to do that now. Pleasetakethe
enclosed renewal dlip with your name
on it, place it along with your payment
of $25.00in an envelope and send it of f
to The Friends of Medalta Society.

Please note that we have had to increase
the yearly subscription fee to cover the
increased postage costs. A year or sO
ago, sneaky Canada Post changed the
size of the envelope that mails for 47
cents, making it smaller. Asaresult the
folded newsletter can no longer be
mailed at that rate and must now go for
the next higher one, about 77 cents.

The good news, on the other hand, is
that we can now get acouple more pages
into the envel ope that mailsfor 77 cents.
If | do not have time to actualy write
more for every issue, | will undertake
to share some of Medalta's letters and
other documents with you.

You will receive an acknowledgment and
receipt for your renewal, but in order to
save extra postal costs this receipt will
be sent to you with the Spring 2003 is-
sue. And thank you once again for your
support and interest in making the news-
letter possible.

The Editor and FOM S

Any and all variations of the square shaped ashtrays depicting kilnsin the bottom
of the ashtray. | am interested in the assorted marks found on the bottom, all
colour variations as well as any information that you can provide. Asa new

collector, | am not in apo-
sition to trade, but | am
willing to buy your extras.
Please contact Bill
Bouthillier at 403-275-0089
or send an email to
bill.bouthillier@shaw.ca. *
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Hvcroft’'s Homecoming Commemoratives

A collector of Hycroft’s named adver-
tising, souvenir and commemorative
items eventually may have to decide
to limit the collection to afew special
themes, and thanks to the large num-
ber of itemsmade by Hycroft you have
awiderangeto choosefrom. Onepos-
sible theme is that of an homecoming
event, where everyonewho ever lived
inatown, district or what haveyouis
contacted and extended an invitation
to return on a specific day for a cel-
ebration to mark a special event.

That special day is often the fiftieth,
sixtieth or seventy-fifth anniversary of
the founding or incorporation of the
town and, therefore, the naming on the
piece may take several forms. Some
will simplesay what anniversary, while
othersmay makereferenceto aGolden
Anniversary or Jubilee. What | have
chosen to focus upon isthe items that
make specific referenceto ahomecom-
ing. Perhaps in a future issue, | can
illustrate  other  anniversary
commemoratives but for now it will be
limited to homecomings.

Why thislimitation? In part duetothe
desired length of articlesin the news-
letter, but moreimportantly, dueto the
fact that it was easy to pull these
records together. General town
commemoratives cannot beidentified
quickly, asasearch under theterm “an-
niversary” gets far too many records
including business, store, church and
wedding commemoratives.

| regret that | do not have pictures of
al the pieces discussed here to share
withyou, but timesimply wasnot avail-
ableto get photographs of themissing
ones, and at the timethat | catalogued
these pieces, | did not have a digita
camera. Nor did | have the funds to
purchase the film to photograph the
1000 or so items comprising the
Hycroft warehouse collection.

Clearwater Lake:
Invoice number 9677, dated 11 June

1980, was sent to the Clearwater
Historical Fund of Medicine Hat,
billing the group for 200, 9" scal-
loped plates at $7.50 each, marked
“Home Coming/1980" and clock-
wise to the right “ Clearwater Lake
- Long Valley — Wilkinson — Abelein
- Fifteen Mile Lake” and with the
artwork costing $35.00 extra.
About a month later, on 4 July 1980
(invoice 9707), 50 more scalloped
plates were received, also at $7.50
each.

Theexamplesthat | can sharewithyou
all came from the Hycroft warehouse,
and so far | have not recorded any of
these homecoming plates in private
collections. Which of these three the
committee selected is presently un-
known, and theinvoice is not specific
enough to be of any help. For all |
know, they could have selected more
than one design, as did the town of
Schuler, or it may have even been a
different decoration/layout than the
plates found in the warehouse.

All exampleswere produced using the
9-inch scalloped plate. The first two
are effectively the same plate as the
only apparent differenceisthe size of
the year 1980. Using a white plate,
the central wild rose decal is executed
inpinksand greenwithinagoldcircle,
the lettering placed around the border
isinblack and the plateistrimmed with
gold around the edge.

The other plate hasthe samewording,
layout and gold trim with minor
changes such as an additional dash or
two. Themain differenceisthe decal
filling the center of the plate. In this
instancethe pink Spray Rose decal was
used.

Millicent:

So far | have recorded two 10%>inch
plates commemorating thishomecom-
ing, one from the Hycroft warehouse
and the other in a private collection.
Unfortunately, | have not seen the one
in private hands as yet, so | do not
know if it differsin decoration, colour
or layout of the naming. The one in
the FOMS collection is described as
having acentral decoration of acomic
figure of adinosaur. Thenaming arced
above the decoration says “HOME-
COMING 1980”, and on aribbon be-
lowitsays“MILLICENT IMPERIAL
COLONY PATRICIA”. The deco-
ration and naming isin black, placed
on a white plate with thick/thin gold
banding at the rim and with an inner
black stripe.
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To date | have not been able to iden-
tify aninvoicefor thisplate. Many in-
voices only make reference to deco-
rated and/or personalized plates with-
out giving any indication asto the ac-
tual naming; and, unlessthe order was
invoiced to the town itsalf, it can be
hard to identify in the Hycroft records.
Many orderswere sent toanindividual,
rather than the town, making them all
butimpossibletoidentify. | evenlooked
up al my computer entries for 1980,
but nothing showed up there either.

Oxarat:

For the Oxarat homecoming, | have
three different designs to share with
you. All three were found in the
Hycroft warehouse, and as | have not
yet seen another sample in a private
collection, | cannot be sure which of
these three, if any, wasthe onefinally
selected for the Homecoming com-
memorative. The invoice in this in-
stance gives us a pretty good idea of
what was actually made, but more
about that later.

The reason for three variations being
found in the warehouse is simply be-
cause Harry Veiner would not discard
any platethat might eventually be sale-
able. When an order was placed,
oftentimes the request was just agen-
erally one, with specifics asto the ar-
rangement of the wording and the se-
lection of the decorative decal going
unstated. Hycroft would then make
up avariety of examples, such as the
ones shown here, and send them off
to the customer to make a selection.

Many timesthese prototypes ended up
back at thefactory to be placed in stor-
age, and many years later, after the
factory stopped producing thesewares,
Harry Veiner started selling off the
accumulation through his storelocated
indowntown MedicineHat called The
Hat Hardware. That is how some of
the prototypes got into the hands of
collectors, and that iswhy it can be so
hard to tell which pattern was the ac-
tual one selected as the commemora-
tive. Intimewewill beabletoidentify
the piece that was chosen, asit will be
the one appearing in more than one
collection.

For the Oxarat commemorative, | still
do not know the item selected, as so
far | have not seen the Oxarat plate in
any private collections. My guessis
that it wasthe one with thelarge Tiger
Lily decoration inthe center asthein-
voice shows that the Oxarat Sewing
Circle, Oxarat, Saskatchewan, was
billed for 100, 9.5" plates with the
Tiger Lily or Wheat pattern at $1.75
each on 15 June 1971 (877),
marked “ Saskatchewan Homecom-
ing/ ' 71/Oxarat Sewing Circle” and
with the artwork and silkscreen at
$15.00 extra. 1t may well bethat there
were 50 of both the Tiger Lily and the
Wheat decoration. As usual, if you
have any of these plates in your col-
lection, | would welcometheinforma-
tion as to the specific pattern, and a
photograph of the plate using the Whesat
pattern would be appreciated.

The first two plates shown here are
similar, differing in the colour of the
naming and in one having additional
gold rings around the central provin-
cial crest surrounded by a Tiger Lily
wreath. On both the crest is mainly
orangeand greenin colour. Thedouble
ring variety has the lettering in black
while the other is in brown, and both
are executed on white plates that are
lightly speckled with brown, havegold
banding around the rim and have an-
other broken gold stripe within con-
necting the naming.

TheplatewiththeTiger Lily filling the
center, and captioned “ Tiger Lily/EM-
BLEM OF SASKATCHEWAN?”, has
the flowers in orange and yellow and
itsleavesin green. The namingisin
black and in this case the plate is a
plain white with gold banding. My
guessisthat thisisthe onethat will be
found in the marketplace. Perhaps a
wheat pattern will also be found as
suggested by the invoice. Only time
will tell.

Wrentham:

Theinvoicerecordsfor the Wrentham
homecoming show that a number of
pieces were billed to the Wrentham
Historical Society. On the 25 June
1980, invoice no. 9690, they re-
ceived 100, 9" scalloped plates at
$8.35 each marked “ Tyrell’'s Lake,
Kessler, Owen, Patience, Indepen-
dent. 1980"; another 100, 9" scal-
loped plates at $7.75 each with
“WRENTHAM HOMECOMING/
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1913[on train engine/1980” ; and,
additionally, 100 white hats at $5.75
each marked “ Wrentham Home-
Coming 1980./Alberta 75" . Four
months later on 2 October 1980
(9805) an additional 30, 9" scal-
loped plates marked “ Tyrell’s Lake,
Kessler, Owen, Patience, Indepen-
dent” were invoiced at $8.35 each.

To date, | have not seen either of the
scalloped platesin the marketplace, as
the samples that | recorded all came
from the Hycroft warehouse. But |
have seen the hat ashtray in the mar-
ketplace, albeit only one example, and
it wasfound in Calgary.

Both plates shown here were pro-
duced using the 9-inch scalloped plate.
They areidentical in colour and design
with the schoolhouse and naming be-
ing in brown against a white plate
trimmed with gold banding and an in-
ner gold stripe. Theonly differenceis
that one has gold dashes between the
names of the town. At present, | do
not know which onewasactually cho-
sen as the commemorative. That will
haveto await finding piecesthat were
acquired by the residents of the area.

Regretfully | do not presently have a
photograph of the 9-inch scalloped
plate decorated with the steam engine
that wasfound in the warehouse. Pre-
sumably the residents of the town ac-
quired it, while the people in the dis-
trict got the plate with the schoolhouse
scene onit.

The steam engine plateisdescribed as
having “Wrentham Homecoming”
above and “1980" below a decal of a
central steam locomotivewith*1913"
in gold on the coal car. The sceneand
lettering isin black, placed on awhite
platewith gold banding around therim.
Thereisno doubt in my mind that this
specimen is close to what was actu-
aly produced, but | am still awaiting
confirmation from acollector who has
picked one up in the marketplace.

Weentham,

wne Coming
/ 1880
- -

X

The hat ashtray shown here has the
Alberta75" logo (executed inred, blue
and white) placed at the front of the
hat, and at the back it states
“WrenthanyHome Coming/1980” in
gold.

Schuler:

The Schuler homecoming order was
billed to the Schuler Community Asso-
ciation, and it at | east tells us about one
of the events that occurred on that
occasion. Thisiswhat invoiceno. 4495
dated 25 June 1973 said: 19 large beer

steins at $4.25 each (plus 3 free
ones) and 3 small steins at $3.00
each.

The nineteen large steins were indi-

vidually named to each contestant and
stated “ Schuler Home-Coming/
Beard Growing Contest/1973”. The
19 names were “EDWIN
HERRMANN, TED HERMAN, TOM
HERMAN, JIM HERMAN, LEO
SCHAFER, GORDON BECK, GARY
MEIDINGER, TED SCHULER, TOM
WEISGERBER, KASPER WETSCH,
BILL TRIEBER, JOE P
DUCHSCHERER, GORDON HAAG,
BRIAN JANS, BOB HAGEL,
REINHOLD KNODEL, MARVIN
FISHER, LARRY MARTIN & CLARK
FINLAY”.

The three small ones were apparently
for the winners of the contest as they
were marked “” Trim Beard” /Hon.
Mention/Schuler/Home-Coming/
1973"; “” Frontier Original Beard”/
Honorable Mention/Schuler/Home-
Coming/1973"; and, “” Schuler Spe-
cial Beard” /Hon. Mention/Schuler/
Home-Coming/1973".

The three free large steins were also
givenasprizesasthey stated “ Schuler
Home-Coming/Beard Growing Con-
test/” Trim” /Runner  Up/1973";
“Schuler Home-Coming/Beard
Growing Contest/” Frontier Origi-
nal” /Runner Up/1973"; and,
“Schuler Home-Coming/Beard
Growing/Contest/” Schuler Special” /
Runner Up/1973".

I n addition thetown wasbilled for 500,
9.5" plates with “ Schuler, Alberta./
50th. Anniversary/Home Coming/
1923-1973" in brown and with gold
trim at $1.65 each, with 25 each of
the Angus, Hereford and bucking
bronco scenes, and with the rest
decorated with the Alberta rose and
the wheat decals. The silkscreen for
the naming cost $15.00 extra.
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A later order was placed for 107,
9.5" plates, gold trim, at $1.65
each, on 4 September 1973
(4796). A noteontheinvoicestated
55 wild rose, 30 bucking horse,
10 Hereford bull and 5 Angus bull
decorations.

| have not seen any of the beer steins
asyet, and | think it is safe to pre-
sumethat they arestill cherished by
thosetaking part in the beard-grow-
ing contest. Of the plates, | have
pictures of four of thefive varieties
of the 9%2-inch plates to share with
you. | am still waiting to see the
Black Angus decal.

All of thevarieties shown here have
thenamingin brown onawhite plate
with a central decal, gold banding
around the rim and another broken
gold stripe within connecting the
naming above and below the decal.

The first one shown here is what the
invoicerefersto asthewild rose deco-
ration. Itisinfact awreath of Alberta
wild roses (in pink, yellow and green)
surrounding the multicoloured Alberta
provincia crest.

Home Coming

192373

The other pictures show the Hereford
bull with surrounding lariat loop, ex-
ecuted in brown, and the waving whesat
decal inbrownandyellow. At present,
| am not sure which pattern of wheat,
the large or small decal, was chosen
asthe production item.

Duchess;

The town of Duchess, where my wife
wasraised, helditshomecomingin 1972,
and while | waslikely there, | do not re-
member the event at al. Perhapsthat is
the best testament that one can give to
the good time that was had by all!

At that time the population of Duchess
was under 400, but as you can see from
theinvoicerecord, 500 commemorative
plateswere ordered. Theextrasnot only
accommodated those that had moved
away, but also the nearby ranchers and
farmersthat called Duchess their home.

T1922-1972 —

- -z *a
N
S oS
e
4 / B
Home ('nming/
¥y
[}

For some reason our family did not get a
plate, and while | do not know the rea-
son, | suspect that we missed the oppor-
tunity to place our order when asked to
do so.

Thecommemorative plateismade using
the standard coupe-style, 92-inch, din-
ner plate, product no. 309. In the center
is the Alberta provincial crest within a
wild rose wreath, at the top it states
“DUCHESS ALBERTA[arced]/50"/
Anniversry” and at the bottom “Home
Coming/1922-1972[dlightly arced]”. All
thenamingisin brown, found on awhite
platewith thick, thin gold banding around
therimand with another gold stripewithin
connecting the naming. Invoice # 2842
dated June 28, 1972, recordsthat thetown
acquired 500, 9.5" plateswith theAlberta
rose decal and gold trim, at $1.75 each,
with the silkscreen and artwork at $15.00
extra. ¢
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Medalta’'s Cookie Jars

For sometime | have wanted to do an
article on Medalta's cookie jars as |
find them quite colourful. Andif | had
to definethisinterest, | would say that
it goes back to thefirst very good col-
lection of cookie jars that | had the
pleasure of seeing and recording. GB.
of British Columbiaisthe proud owner
of that collection, and as far as | am
concernedit isstill one of the best col-
lections anywhere.

When | walked into theliving room, if
you can believeit, | almost missed the
cookiejars. How can onemisscookie
jars? Itwasnot hardto doin that home
as the whole house was filled with
Medalta, and it was a few minutes
before my eyes wandered to the mas-
sive crossbeams of thelog-home some
eight to ten feet abovethefloor. Some
of the beams had been flattened on the
top and that iswhere most of the cookie
jarswere sitting.

z V%:iﬁ
> ﬁ@w >

For three or four glorious days | ate,
slept, fondled and photographed
Medalta. | saw so many pieces and
decorations that | had never seen be-
fore. | thought | had died and gone to
the heaven for Medalta collectors.

When | got up that first morning, | was
pleasantly surprised to find that G.B.
had breakfast on thetable. What | re-
member most, though, isnot the break-

eYSr
T
BGiLvice

Fayai

fast, athough | am sure

that it was good, but the ‘“sos: ciocs ~ies ~“MEDALTA WARE” owis rexrorsse

dishes that we ate from.
Our dishes were Meddlta
made, and for that first
breakfast, he used the
colourful thumbprint or
whorl border dishesintheir
variouscoloursof pink, yel-
low, blue and blue-green.
Later meals saw us using
theswirl-border pattern, the
encircling ridgesFiesta-like
pattern, and hotel chinain
various

| 1;?, ‘¥ colours.
Lo M E But back to
' the cookie
jars. When |
first looked up
high on the
walls and saw

thecookiejars
my eyesquickly fell onone,
acookie jar with the black
silhouette owls sitting on a
tree branch. Wow what a
sight, and what wasthat on
the back just barely visible
from the side?
Withagleamin
hiseye, my host
turned it around
to show me the
Ogilvie adver-
tising on the
back. After
having abit of funwith me,
he ‘fessed-up’ that he had
actually painted the whole
cookiejar.

What he had done was buy an
unhandled style cookiejar from which
most of the lacquer decoration was
worn, completely stripped it, and then
painted it in the Ogilvie colours. The
fun he had teasing other collectorsand

| attests to how well it was done.

MEDICINE HAT POTTERY COMPANY
FOOT OF BATHURST STREET at Fleet Street
TELEPHONE ADELAIDE 2959
TORONTO

..... ”

February 15th 1935.

Medalta Potterles Limited,
Medicine Hat,
Alberta.

Gentlemen:

Glazed Ship Cookie Jars:- The first sample
we saw of the lot which you shipped in our last car was the
Frigate stencil. Only yesterday we discovered one of the Ship
design. We are very much plessed with it and must apologize
for the criticism we made in cur last letter.

Now that you have the two we can probably use
them both to advantage by giving the custcmer a choice. We be-
lieve that we can shift quite a lot of them this year as the de-
sign is quite attractive.

Another design which 1s always attractive is
the Dutch Windmill Schene and we are meiling the top of a re-
frigerator set to you which will give you a rough idea of what
we mean. You may be able to add something to it to Improve the
appearance. :

We hope that you are improving on your yellew

glazes to prevent them from crazing. This is important not cnly
in your yellow glazes but also in your linings of Artware.

Yours very truly,

MEDICING HAL_POTTERY_COMPANT.

g A A
sl T

EWP/K. Mer.

______ “MEDALTA WARE" owis

MEDICINE HAT POTTERY COMPANY
FOOT OF BATHURST STREET at Fleet Street
TELEPHONE ADELAIDE 2059
TORONTO
— February 23rd 1935.

Medalta Potteries Limited,
Medicine Hat,
Alberta.

tentlemen:

he have your letter of February 20th and observe
t’hu you have most of the lines in stock as per our specifications
Igihope that you will have them all in stock before the cars are
shipped.

With reference to the 45 Cold Decorated Cookle
Jars--we are glad that you mentioned this to us. Only last week
we have had no end of trouble with these Cookie Jars and we have
had to replace a greet many of them. You might substitute for
the 45 Cold Yecorated Cookie Jars, the yellow all-glazed, assorted
Ship end Frigate designs. Please rike a notation on our sheet
accordingly and when the orders reach you you will understand
to supply them assorted.

N With reference to the 2 only #25 Lamp Bases,
Black Ship Design, you are guite right in assuming that these
are the same as the samples you sent us some time HEO.

Yours very wuly,
MEDICINL LAT PQT’I‘HR\‘,«;@@.’PAHY.
— =7

AVP/K. ——WgF.

TEAPOTS e

i
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Types of Cookie Jars

| have not yet met aMedalta collector
that does not have afew cookiejarsin
his collection. Not only are they
colourful and availableinawiderange
of decorations, but also they arerela-
tively easy to find in the marketplace,
and oftentimes not too highly priced.
Itiscertainly getting harder to find ones
inpristinecondition, if you canlivewith
some wear you can surely find one.
Four different stylesof cookiejarscan
be found in the marketplace: a small
cookie jar with rope style handles, a
large one also with rope style handles,
an intermediate sized one with no
handles and an intermediate sized one
with lug or ear-style handles.

Asfar asl| cantell, all wereintroduced
within a fairly short time span. The
earliest variety appearsto bethe small
rope-handles one, and the only reason
for placing it first is because it is the
only one that is marked with the
“MEDALTA/HAND MADE”"
stamps. Hand-thrownitemswere only
madefor ayear or so at the most while
moulds were being devel oped.

Theearliest date | havefor cookiejars
comes from a photograph taken at a
trade show in Edmonton in October
1931, and the picture of it shows the
largerope-handle style cookiejar. The
next record | have isthe inventory re-
ports. The 1931 report mentions both
biscuitjarsand large cookiejars, while
subsequent years mention large and
small cookiejars.

Based on this evidence, it is safe to
presume that the small rope-handle
cookiejarsdateto early 1931 and per-
haps into late 1930. The large rope-
style handle cookie jar likely was de-
veloped next, and apparently it was
followed by theintermediatesized jars,
first the unhandled variety and then the
eared-handle variety.

Just when cookie jars were discontin-
ued is not clear from the Medalta
records. Off and on throughout the

1930s they are mentioned in the
Medalta papers, such as the 1935 |et-
ters reproduced here that mention the
frigate design (often called the galleon
by collectors). And they were cer-
tainly still beingmadeinlate 1940 asa
shipping slip dated December 4 men-
tions cookie jars being shipped to
Ontario. | suspect that cookie jars
were discontinued during or shortly
after World War 11, as they do not ap-
pear in therecords or photographsthat
have survived from that time period.
Also, when one looks at the Medalta
oxide stampsfound on cookiejars, they
all date before 1947.

While M edalta made adistinction be-
tween cookieand biscuit jars, | will not
as | cannot be sure on what basis
Medalta's staff made theirs. Perhaps
itwasonsize, but for al | know it could
have been based on whether the jar
was made of stoneware or earthen-
ware or even its decoration.

When | did most of my recording of
collections there were several issues
that | did not address at the time due
to not being aware of them. One of
these was the stoneware/ earthenware
issue and the other was the presence
of and/or the colour of thelining, beit
clear or white. In recent recordings |
have started noting these variables, but
at present my notes are far too incom-
pletefor examination purposes.

One other variable that | did not note
wasthe detailsin handles. Asfar as|
know all the lug-style handles are the
same both in size and decoration. If
differences exist, | have not yet noted
them. For quite awhile | assumed al
rope-style handles were the
same, but they are not, the ones
on the smaller jars are different
from the ones on the larger jars.
Why | did not look for differences
waslarger dueto theentry found
in a letter dated November 23,

Jiggemmens Prices:

1938. Asyou can seeit, mentions that
the rope-handles for cookie jars were
madein amould.

With this overview of cookie jars be-
hind us, we will now take a detailed
look at each of the varieties. For de-
scriptive purposes, | have placed them
in the order in which | believe they
were introduced.

Cookie Jar: Small Rope-
Handle Style (about 1930-
1931)

The earliest style of cookie jar is the
hand made one, and so far all but one
of the examples that | have examined
have been marked with the M.6
(HAND MADE) and M.7
(MEDALTA) stamps. All have been
finished in coloured lacquers and all
measured between 8.25 and 8.75-
inches in height. | did not take any
diameter measurements, but | am sure
that one would find a good variation
there as well due to be hand-thrown.

As you can see from the picture in-
cluded here, the rope handle of the
small cookiejar hasonly adoubletwist,
while the one found on the large jar
has a triple twist. | suspect the rope
handle on the small jar is also hand-
made, but such a conclusion requires
amuch closer look at the handlesthan
what | have made.

The price on the Churns with a rope hendle will be

the seme &s regular churns. Thompson's work on this is the seme, as he
must cut off the regular handles. The rope handles are made by the girls
eand stuck on. This handle is from the old mould of cookie jars handles.
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If thereisan unhandled variety of this
cookiejar, | am not aware of its pres-
ence, but it would not surprise me to
hear from a collector that has one.

The decoration of these cookiejarsis
quitelimited, assofar | haveonly seen
atulip decoration and a Dutch pasto-
ral scene. The tulip decoration isthe
one most often seen, and in my opin-
ionitisnot very attractive asthetulip
flowers and stems are quite stylized
obviously being applied with cut sten-
cils. Thecolour selectionwasanything
but attractive with most been in drab,
dark colours. The leaves are invari-
ably in dark green, while the tulip
flower itself and the background colour
vary. So far | have recorded he fol-
lowing:

-red tulip on yellow background

-bluetulip onbeige

-light bluetulip on dark blue

-orangetulip onyellow

-red tulip on green

So far | have seen only a couple ex-
amples of the Dutch pastoral scene.
The cows and the background mill
scene and trees were in black, while
the background colour varied. So far
| have seen a yellow and blue back-
grounds, and | haveareport of agreen
one as well.

Asyou will seein amoment, some of
the other cookie jars have decoration
numberswritten on the bottom. Sofar,
| have not recorded the use of any
decoration numbers on this style of
cookiejar.

Finally, I would like to mention that |
have seen fewer examples of this
cookie jar than of the other handled
ones. My records indicate that | re-
corded sometwenty fiveexamplesand
| must say that many of them were
not in the best of condition, either be-
ing dirty or showing wear to the
coloured lacquers.

In spite of being somewhat harder to
find than other styles, the priceisusu-
aly less, ofteninthe $100.00to $150.00
range. The dull colours and limited
decorations probably accountsfor this.

Cookie Jar: Large Rope-
Handle Style (1931-1938)

As| mentioned earlier, this cookie jar
is illustrated in a trade show photo-
graph dated October 1931. Infact, it
wasin production by June 1931 asone
of the Dutch pastoral piecesthat | re-
corded was given as awedding gift at
that time. Tentatively | have placed
itsdiscontinuation as 1938, but it might
even have been a year earlier. The
reason for selecting 1938 is due to a
couple of things. Firstly, none of the
Medalta stamps used in 1938 or later
are found on this style of cookie jar.
And, secondly, the |etter dated Febru-
ary 23, 1935, reproduced here, makes
mention of having to replace many of
the cold decorated cookie jars (cold
decorated was one term used by
Medaltato describe lacquer finishes).
| believe that once the glaze decora-
tionswere proven, Medatawould have
moved quickly to produce them rather
than the lacquer finished ones.

Of the various styles of cookie jars,
Medalta'slargest oneis seen the most
often. Perhapsthisisan indication that
it was more popular than the ear-style
handlecookiejar but | believeitissim-

ply arefection of the greater number
of decorations that you can find. As
listed below, the large rope-handle
cookie jar can be found with at least
ninedifferent decorations, not to men-
tion more background colours, while
only two decorations have been ob-
served onthe smaller eared cookiejar.

Inreviewing my records| found that |
had recorded over 75 of these cookie
jarsand | have probably seen at least
another thirty since | stopped taking
notes. Measurements vary from 10%
inches to 11-inches high, most being
closer to 11-inches. And while | did
not often record the type of clay used,
wherel did, it wastheyellow earthen-
ware clay.
As to the
sealing of
theinterior, |
have re- ==
corded both

a clear glaze
bringing out
thenatural yel-
low colour of
the clay and a
whiteglaze.

There are sev-

eral facts

about this style of cookie jar that are
interesting. First inlooking at glazed
versus lacquered jars, they are amost
al finished in coloured lacquers. In
fact, | have seen only five glazed jars.
Four of these were the hand-painted
sailboat while the other was finished
inasolid blueglaze. Secondly, almost
al are marked with the M.7 stamp in
addition to an oxide stamp or the
coloured paper maple leaf decal (des-
ignated P.1 in the Medalta Stamps
booklet). Finally, it isthe one cookie
jar most often marked on the bottom
with a number penned in black, the
number standing for the specific deco-
ration and background colour used on
that piece.

sus oy "\_ IFI’_J‘I'_;(_‘,'RV
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£ Decomber Alst, 2 < Decorated Wo o

DAT 193 ©7 DETAILS Of

Bulb Bowls 58

#2000 .19 ea.
2001 " n 0 19 "
" Blue 64 19 0
Birds 237 7.50 doz.
#1687 Lamn Bages 1 40 ea,
103 Camel " #1500 4 15.00 doz.
Lamp Bases Fitted 4 1.60 ea.
€mall Cookie Jars 8 SG0"
" Glazed " o 5 30 "
#45 Apnle Blossom " 40 45 "
46 ¥llow Blue Bell 49 45
47 Pink-Black-eyed Susan 1 45 "
49 CGreen-Tulip 40 +45 "
50 Mauve-Yellow Tulip 1 .45 "
60 Orange-Corn flowar -] .45 "
Ind. Globe Teapots- Nill 518 1.80/doz.
Boston Low " 159 1.80, "
4n1s Teapots - Mill 10 B.18; "
Ind, Boston Low Teapots-Owl 27 1.80 *
4218 Teanots - Owl 2 2,16 *
51 24 .58 T
24's 4 Aug
4278 Cottage 38 2.1 "
ERtg ;31 s,58 "
70ts 7 2,94
a2's 2 Shio 65 2,18 "
68's 149 .58

Decorations:

That the numbersfound on the bottom
of many cookie jars stands for the
hand-painted decoration and back-
ground colour comesfrom theyearend
inventory sheets. | have reproduced
part of the 1932 sheet that mentions
cookiejars, and asyou can seeit gives
the decoration number followed by a
brief description. Taking oneexample
from about half way down the sheet
the entry reads #45 Apple Blossom
Jars’ followed by the quantity of 40
priced at $.45 each for atotal value of
$18.00. For stock taking purposes, the
value of 45 cents appears to be the
wholesalevalue of thepiece. | should
add that thisistheonly timetheyearend
inventory sheets give decoration num-
bers, but as you can see from the list
below, as many other numbers can be
found on the pieces themselves. The
ones listed in italics are given in the
Medalta records, while the others are
my description.

1423 .24

11.02
13,30
12,18
49,37
2.80
5.00

2.49
1.50
18.00
22,05
«45
18.00
+45
1.25
17.70
23,85
1.80
4.05

5.8
1.08
6.84
13,11
55,61

11.70

. 45

==

STOCK

apple
blossoms on a blue background

- 46 blue bells on a yellow back-

ground

- 47 black-eyed Susan on a pink

background

- 48 small black flowers on a black

background

- 49 tulips on a green background
- 50 tulips on a mauve back-

ground

- 57 plumson ayellow background
- 59 Dutch pastoral scene in blues

and black with features accented
withwhite

- 60 cornflower on an orange

background

- 67 wide band with white and red
stenciled flowers on an orange
background

- 69 wide band with blue stenciled
flowers on a green background

- 71 wide band with blue stenciled
flowers on a blue background

- 73 wide band with orange sten-
ciled flowers on a yellow back-
ground

Besides the ones listed here, | have
recorded acouple of other decorations.
Onewas another variation of thewide
band floral decoration, finished with
dark-blue stenciled flowers on an or-
ange background. The other, a real
beauty | think, depictsablack sailboat
against a blue background.

Theonly other lacquer decorationsthat
| have seenincludetwo that were deco-
rated in solid
colours. One
was a dull pink
and the other
mauve.

One other fact
that should be
stated is that
thereis variabil-
ity in the actual
colours of the
flowers. For
example, when
tulips are used,
the flowers may
beinasolidred,
acombination of
colours such as
red and yellow
or even white.
The Dutch pas-
toral is another
decoration that
comes with a
modification.
One variety has
some of the
buildings and
other features
accented in white whilethe other vari-
ety isplain with no accenting.
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Rarity:

Many of the patterns can be obtained
without too much difficulty including
the apple blossom, tulip, Dutch pasto-
ral, blue bellsand the stenciled flower
onawideband. However, evenwithin
these groupings, some colour variations
can be very hard to find such as the
white tulip or the accented Dutch pas-
toral scene. The rest of the patterns
arefairly hard to find, but particularly
decoration 47 (black-eyed Susan), 48
(white flowers), 57 (plums) and 60
(cornflower).

Itisalsovery difficult tofind thisstyle
of cookie jar in a solid colour, either
lacquered or glazed; and, lastly, we
must mention the glazed sailboat. Itis
themost prized of all judging by price,
although | haverecorded four samples
of it sofar. Thelast couplethat | saw
both went around the $1200.00 mark.

What do the other large rope-handle
cookie jars sell
for? Themajority
falsinthe$150.00
to $300.00 range,
but with someluck
you can still get a
bargain. Recently
| heard from a
lady in Ottawa
who acquired a
completeand near
mint apple blos-
som on blue
cookie jar for
$125.00.

Another collector

BADE I CANAL:
PEis

advised me of onein an antique store
in Okotoksthat was priced at $650.00.
Out of curiosity | phoned the store to
find out more about it. Fortunately |
did not haveto go seeit asit had deco-
ration number 60 on the bottom, and
was described by the vendor as blue
flowers on a pumpkin background,
completewithlid
and in mint con-
dition. And yes
they wereasking
$650.00 for it.
When she asked
if the pricing was
OK, I did not
know what to
Say

Stamps Found on Large
Cookie Jars:

Thelargerope-handle
cookie jars show the
greatest diversity in
being marked with a
Medalta stamp, be it
a paper sticker, im-
pressed stamp or an oxide/ /¥
painted one. It isnot my in-
tention to show every stamp .
combination b

hae bUt raher MEDALTA POTTERIES LB,
just an ex- Mesicine Hat, Alberta
ample of each o

of the indi- -
vidual stamps. &0 |
(For more in-

formation “Emzonmes LD,
o] n “"’:‘"
Medalta's MADE IN CANADA
stamps, WEDALTA POTTERIES LD,
please refer to SR,
the  booklet

“Know Your Medalta: Stamps and
Other Markings'.)

- G9

- G9+G20+M.7

- G9+M.7

- Gl6.arM.7
AR X (e L B Ty
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- G18+G20+M.7

- G18+M.7 _
- G19+G20 "fl;,.m .%“'
- G20 \Jﬁ. X
. G20+M.7 3 N:ﬁdlmﬁe Hdt
- M7 -

Cookie Jar: Unhandled Style
(about 1931-1934)

All theevidence suggeststhat thisstyle
of cookie jar was made only for a
coupleof years, perhaps being discon-
tinued as early as late 1932 or 1933.
However, due to not knowing the ac-
tual date, | have stretched it to 1934 as
that is when the G.9 stamp was re-
moved from use.

The unhandled variety of cookie jar
appears to be simply the lug-handled
onewithout any handles. Infact, most
of theunhandled cookiejarsthat | have
examined have the incised lines or
scour marks in the clay where the
handles would have been attached.
Such scouring was commonly used to
ensure a solid attachment of the
handles to the main body when affix-
ing the handlewith slurry.

By T
4" ‘y ‘ .wﬂ
A i

For the most part, my notesdid not in-
clude the finish on the interior of the
cookiejarsor the type of clay used in
their manufacture. | do know that
many of the unhandled onesare stone-
ware, but | cannot say for surethat all
of them are. Some may well have be
earthenware ones.

At present my sample sizeisjust over
twenty cookie jars and on those jars
the only stamps that | have recorded
are the G9 and the M.3.a stamps as
shown with thisarticle. Infact, inter-
estingly, over half of the recorded
specimens had the G.9 stamp on them.
This compares to none of the lug-
handled jars being marked with this
stamp and less than 10% for the large
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rope-handle ones.

Just what thismeans, | cannot be sure,
but it seemsto suggest that unhandled
cookiejarshad alimited time span and
that they are closer intimeto thelarge
rope-handle ones than the eared ones.
| only wish we had more photographs
or more details in the letters to sort it
al out.

The size range
that | recorded,
and | only re-
corded heights,
not diameters,
was83/8t085/
8-inches. They
are definitely
smaller thanthe
lug-handled ones, which measure 8 3/
410 9-inches, but | believe thisdiffer-
ence to be due to the different shrink-
age rates of the stoneware and earth-
enware clays.

Only three decorations have been
noted and while | have seen and re-
corded at least three plain, gray-stone-
wareones, you could still seeremnants
of lacquer inthe poursof theclay. Ob-
viously they too had been lacquered at
one time. | suspect all of the plain
stoneware oneswereoriginally finished
in coloured lacquered.

The decora-
tions recorded
include the
white apple
blossoms one
that you can
find applied
against both a
green and a
blue  back-
ground. The other decoration is the
Dutch pastora one in the usual black
on ayellow background.

| have reference to one other decora-
tionin my notes, but it may have been
arepaint. It was recorded as having
red roses against a blue background.
As it was originally part of the
Symonds' collection, now in the Na-

&1

tional Museum of Canada.collection, |
could not readily confirm itsauthentic-
ity.

This style of cookie jar is also fairly
hardtofindin pristinecondition, and if
| had to guess as to why, | would say
that the coloured lacquers did not ad-
here as well to the gray-coloured,
stoneware clay as it did to the more
porous yellowed-coloured, earthen-
ware clay. Asto the pricerange, most
that | have recorded have been in the
$100.00 to $200.00 bracket when in
good conditionwith not very much loss
of the paint.

Cookie Jar: Eared or Lug-
Handle Style (1931-1945)

The pair of handles attached to this
cookie jar are more or less rectangu-
lar; and, thanks to being a bit hollow
underneath, they arefairly easy to hold,
unlike the rope-style that your fingers
tend to dlip off of. Asyou can seen
fromthe picture, the handles are deco-
rated with an incised geometric de-
sgn.

This style of
cookiejar was
introduced in
1931 as indi-
cated by
the im-
pressed
Medalta
stamp
com -
monly
found on
the bottom. The stamp reading
MEDALTA runs horizontally most of
the way across the upper edge of the
bottom. Thelong, flowing tails of the
letters, particularly the M and the A,
indicate that the piece was designed
when Jesse William Wyatt was still at
the factory, and he left Medaltato es-
tablish Alberta Potteries Limited in
1931. Thatitwasstill inproductionin
the 1940s is attested to by the oxide
stamps found on the bottom.

: records, but

My notesindicatethat | have recorded
over 60 specimens of this style of
cookie jar. Most (about 75%) are
marked with the impressed stamp
M.3.a as shown here, and some have
an additional oxide stamp or paper la-
bel. Theheight of the cookiejar ranges
from 8% to 9-inches high. By far the
majority, if not all, is earthenware,
made using the yellow burning clay.
And once again | cannot definitively
comment on the colour of theinterior,
but most, especially the glazed ones,
were the natu-
ral yellow clay.

While  the
records are not
clear on the
production of
this item, the
evidence
seems to sug-
gest that both
lacquer and solid glaze decorations
were available in 1932 (see the
yearend inventory sheet shown here).
Sometime around 1934, the lacquered
decorationswere dropped in favour of
glazing thisstyleof cookiejar and from
then until 1940 or so, avariety of glaze
decorationswereintroduced. Just when
production of
thisitem ceased
in not known

from the

Medalta

based on the
Medalta stamp
evidence, it ap-
pears to have
been before
1945.




The Medalta Review -

Winter 2002 |EEFEEE

Decorations:

About 40% of the specimensrecorded
for this style of cookie jar were lac-
quer finished ones, and the variety of
decorations was considerably fewer
when compared to those found on the
large rope-handle style of cookie jar.
These ones, too, often bear the deco-
ration number
on the bottom,
but so far only
three numbers
have been ob-
served.

- 5/51 blueirises on ayellow back-
ground

- 52 white appleblossomsonagreen
background
- 53 yellow/red tulip on ablue back-
ground

The numbers are usually penned in
black, and asthey are applied by hand,
you can find them in various sizes, not
to mention underlined or not for the 52
and 53 decorations. | aso
havearecordingfor just the
number 51, but the 5/51 is s 3
seen more often. g
In addition, to thesethreel
have observed one other decoration on
a piece not marked with a decoration
number. It exhibited white appleblos-
soms on a blue background. As ob-
served for the tulip decoration on the
rope stylejars, onefinds colour varia-
tions here as well in the colour of the
petals, al-
though | have
not seen any
white ones as
yet.
Thesolidglaze
colours were
available as
early as 1932,
andlikely con-
tinued right through the war. So far |
haverecorded dark green, yellow, crim-
son, blue, cobalt and a blue speckled
withwhite. Theyellow and dark green
ones are the ones seen most often.

So far the glaze

decorations in-

clude
- silhouette
owls deco-
ration, likely
1934

- stenciled
sailboat, in-
troduced
1934-1935

- frigate deco-
ration, intro-
duced 1935

- floral deco-
rations, circa
1938

- maple |eaf
decoration,
circa1938

Stamps:

The lacquered
cookiejarshave
only been observed with thefollowing
stamps:

- P1

- P1+M.3.a

- M.3a

And, the glazed ones
with:

- G24+M.3.a

- G27

- G33+M.3.a

- M.3a

The one observation
worth pointing out isthe
fact that over half (13 of
23) of the lacquered
specimens have the P.1
multicoloured maple leaf
decal on the bottom while none of the
glazed specimens is marked with the
decal. These are aso the pieces that
show the most similarity in decoration
to the large rope-handle jars as they
too are marked with numbers on the
bottom.

nwn&
Medicine Hat
Cenada

Advertising/Named Pieces:

Thelug-handled cookiejar isthe only
style on which naming has been found.
The ones marked COOKIES in large
stenciled letters just above the center
are seen more often than the advertis-
ing ones, but they too are hard to find.
Sofar | haverecorded only five speci-
mens of the ones marked COOKIES,
and you can find it is several different
glazes. Personally | like the honey
glazed one more than the darker red-
dish-brown one with a black wash
around both its top and bottom. The
honey one has the lettering in brown
while the darker one has the word
cookiesin ablack.

; dE=_ -
.\I %001(155 |
\\ |

So far, | have recorded only two other
named pieces. One had the frigate
decoration on one side and on the other
itsmply said“SOUVENIR OF/EAST
END, SASK”. Inmy opinion, thenam-
ing was poorly
placed as it is
too near the
bottom and too
small. Its ex-
act date is un-
known, prob-
ably falling
somewhere
between 1935
and 1940.

The second
item is a true
advertique as
it is promi-
nently marked
on one side
with the
merchant’s
name, stating
“COMPLI-

SOUVENIR OF
EAST Fxp. a8

/s

j
44'.
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MENTS OF/ VEINER/& SON/
LEMSFORD, SASK.”

The other side is decorated with the
stenciled sailboat design.

The Veiner &
Son cookiejar
may date to
late 1936. The
records as
usual lack de-
tailsbut thisis
what  they
show. On No-
vember 22,
1935, Medalta
quoted Veiner
& Son at
Lemsford a
pricefor 1 pint
pitchers with

the ship deco-

ration. A

month later, . MENTg
the store was @ % %
billed $1.90 fora = VEIMNE
rubber stamp and & SON

another $23.35for .
the order of
named wares.
Thenextyear, so
in December, the store was billed
$24.82 for another order, but thistime
therewasno billing for arubber stamp.
Thislikely indicatesthat the samerub-
ber stamp was used for both orders.
Unfortunately we do not know the ex-
act products that were ordered, but |
would bewilling to bet that at |east one
of these orders was for cookie jars.

The East End piece is known from a
single example, while | haverecorded
two specimensof the Veiner cookiejar.
What are they worth? | really do not
know as one of a kind pieces are so
hard to judge. My guessisthat at the
right auction, they would go around the
$750.00 mark.

Rarity/Values:

For the most part, the lacquer decora-
tion pieces sell in the same range as

o -
“Sroro, 8*

the unhandled variety, $100 to $200.00.
The glazed ones, on the other hand,
usually fall inthe $200.00 to $400.000,
but some go higher. The maple |eaf
decoration is
particularly
prized as some
collectors are
trying to put to-
gether a set of
the pieces bear-
ing that decora-
tion. And, once
again, | canonly
guess at what the
silhouette owls
might gofor (both
sides of the
cookiejar shown
here). | am sure
that it would be
$750.00 or more.
Wrap-Up
While this brings my examination of
cookie jars to an end, | am sure that
some of our readers will have addi-
tional observations to
passaongtome. Please
let me know about any
other decorations that
you have, and especially
new decoration numbers.

Perhaps someone even |
has a different size or a r 7
different style of cookie

jar. i

The one areathat | have
left uncovered is a dis-
cussion, with pictures, of
the cookie jar variations
that you canfind, such as
theconversionstolamps.
Perhaps, | will beableto
share those with you in
the next issue of the
newsletter. To see pic-
tures now please visit
www.medalta.com and
click on the Newsletters
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Cont’d from page 1

you can at least get a general idea of
its shape and decorative design. Pres-
ently, | do not want to discuss flower-
potsas | hopeto discuss all flowerpot
variationsin afutureissue of the news-
letter.

The second page is from the mock-up
pages for a catalogue that was sup-
posed to be printed inthe 1930s. Itis
the only visual record that | have run
across of the hanging baskets made
using red coloured clay.

As you can see the shape and em-
bossed/incised decoration has changed
significantly from the earlier basket.
The new one appearsto be more squat
with a flattened bottom, and it now
camein 8, 10, 12 and 14-inch sizes.

| have not previously shared this page
with collectors, which helpsto explain
why | have never seen the baskets in
anyone’s collection. And, in spite of
knowing what they looked like, | have
never had the pleasure of running
across any of them over the years.

PAGE SEVENTEEN
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Red Floawer Pots
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Sizes O, 6, T, % 9,

HANGING BASKETS

Sizes 8, 10, 12 and 11 inch, amd 10 inch.

INFORMATION ON NEXT PAGE
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Questions and Answers

E-mail From T.P.

| have a piece of pottery that |
foundinanold barnin Bridewater, NS.
It is a large ceramic piece with two
metal and wooden handles, and it also
has a water tap on the front. Also on
the front is a picture of a polar bear
standing on an ice flow with water
aroundit, and under thispicturearethe
words |ICE WATER.

A blue line circles the top, middle
and bottom of thisicewater container.
Towards the bottom of the piece it
reads* Supplied by/Moyer School Sup-
plies Limited/Since 1884/Canada’'s
School Furnishers/Moncton Montreal
Toronto/Winnipeg Saskatoon
Edmonton” and on the back it reads
“Medicine Hat Potteries’” with a pic-
ture of an Indian and hat. On the very
bottom isthe number 3.

Can you give
me any informa-
tion on the year
this piece would
have been made?

Thanks. T.P.

Hello Tanya:

You have a 3-
gallon ice water
jar (as marked)
that was made by
Medicine Hat Potteries of Medicine
Hat sometime between 1938 and 1955
when the company was in business.
Many of the ice water jars have the
Polar |ce Water mark only and not the
“Little Chief” (sleepy Indian) trade-
mark. Since yours has both it isworth
a bit more. | have not seen any sell
recently, but ten or more years ago,
they sold for $300.00 or more when
complete with lid and with no cracks,
chipsor other disfiguration. They likely
still sell for around that price, perhaps
a bit more, in western Canada as not
too many people collect pieces made
by Medicine Hat Potteries. | suspect

the market in the Maritimes is about
half what it is out here as | am not
aware of Albertamade pottery collec-
torsinthat part of Canada. If you have
any further questions you can call me
at 403-273-1132. Sincerely, Ronald
Getty

P.S. If you are thinking of selling it
on ebay, the internet auction, remem-
ber that shipping could be about $50.00
dollars; therefore, collectors take that
into consideration when making their
bids.

Follow-up E-mail:
Dear Mr. Getty:

| was just interested in knowing a
littleabout it. Won't besdllingit. | have
had it for about 26 years and it has
some cracksinit, but it looks good on
my shelf. Thanks again. T.P.

E-mail: From PS.,, Idaho
Subject: Medalta vase.

| am curious about this piece, a
vase that says Medalta on the
bottom, with the number 103.
It's glazed inside with a green-
ish color. Ontheoutside, It has
asceneof largebirds, mountains
etc. | would appreciate any in-
formation. Sincerely, Peg

Hello Peg:

| need a bit more information to
help you with the vase that you have.
If you send me your phone number |
will call you as| havetheflat rate for
callswithin Canadaif | call in evenings
or on weekends.

You likely have Medalta's
stork decoration that con-

which can be silver, gold or bronze,
oneswhich often havetheincised lines
accented in black. The value for the
multicoloured oneswith no chips, cracks
and only minimal loss of paint are usu-
ally in the $125.00 to $200.00 range.
The silver, bronze, gold varieties are
usualy inthe $75.00 to $150.00 range.
If you had aglazed onerather than one
decorated with coloured paints, it would
be worth more, but | have never seen
glazed examples of the storksin relief
pattern. These by the way are Cana-
dian pricesnot USjustin caseyou are
from the

States.
Thisis the
best that | can

do without
more informa-
tion. You are
also welcome
to call me at
403-273-1132,
best after 6:00
PM or on
weekends.
Sincerely, Ron
Getty

Follow-up E-mail:

Ron. Thanksfor thereply to my email.
My vase does have the stork decora-
tionanditisthecommon onein silver
with black inthelines. | boughtit at a
garage sale for 50 cents last summer.
| really appreciated hearing from you.
I livein Idaho. Thanksso much. Sin-

cerely, Peg

sists of apair of storksin
low relief/carving. The
multicoloured ones as per
the digital picture that |
have enclosed are worth
more than twice as much
asthe more common ones

703 Wood Street
Medicine Hat, Alta
T1A 8S9 Canada
Phone 403-529-1070
FAX 403-580-5868

Friends of Medalta Society http://www.medalta.org
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