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TOO MUCH ! @#%$%&"# MEDALTA!!

you have?"

He pointed to sev-
eral shelves filled
with glass and pot-
tery, and several
morefilledwithmis-
cellaneous ‘junk’
and said, "Them
two shelvesarefull,
and there’'sabunch
more of thesh!#on

them ones as

By Bill Kellett

It was 1986, and | had only been collecting Medalta
for about ayear. My collection consisted largely of
plain white or banded hotelware items, bean-pots, a
few pitchers and a vase or two. By no means did |
consider myself a"serious collector", but rather more
of acasua accumulator! My inherent ‘ pack-rat in-
stinct’ compelled meto search for ever more Medalta
items, even though | had no idea as to why | was so
driven, nor had | any ‘game-plan’ as to what | was
going to do with what was on its

way to becoming a full-

blown-collection! ‘%;Q‘\,‘“'-‘l F 04#
With having a hungry :
mortgage and two
equally hungry chil-
dren, being ableto find
extrafundsrequired to
indulge in such dalli-
ances as putting to-
gether a collection of
anything seemed outside
the realm of likelihood!
Then, one day, quite by chance,

| happened upon a somewhat obscure antique and
junk shop (mostly a
junk shop), run by a
curmudgeonly old §
character who asked
meif | waslooking for
anythingin particular.
Much to my astonish-
ment, avoi ce emanat-
ing from my mouth
blurted out, "Yah, I'm
looking for Medalta
pottery."
"MEDALTA" re-
torted the gruff old
shopkeeper inaman-
ner that indicated I’d hit a nerve. "I’ve got too

well. Itjust don't sell. I'm gonnathrow it al out
and make room for stuff | can sell!"

Hethen asked meif | "wanted to makeadeal on
the @%$#"& stuff."

"How much?" | asked, to which | received the
reply, "How’s fifty bucks sound? And | won't
charge no tax!"

When | balked at the $50.00 price (which today

| would have jumped at), he lowered hispriceto
$40.00, which curiously was the exact amount of
cash | had on me at that moment. So the deal was
struck and | went home with some thirty-plus items
including amint #73 lacquered vase, an ashtray adver-

tising SILVER FOAM RICE
LAGER ALE AND PORTER,
numerous hotelwareitemsalong
with some Medicine Hat Potter-
ies Hatina patterned pieces, as
well asanumber of pitchersand
acouple of mixing bowls!

Although anumber of theitems
were damaged (including the
SILVER FOAM piece) or badly
stained or worn, | nevertheless
made a pretty good deal, even
by 1986 standards!

| suppose it was after this ac-
quisition that | realized | was

the 1& @"\#$% stuff away!"

After recovering frommy initial shock at
the caustic old gent’s mastery of lan-
guage, | enquired, "Oh, how much do

%! @#$& " much Medaltal | can't give
Contents
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hooked and was on my way to becoming a
‘serious collector!’

Before leaving the shop the brusque old
duffer asked me, "Are you aMaple Leafs
fan?' "HELL NO" | fired back! "I could
tell" he responded. "No Leafs fan woulda
paidforty-bucksfor that #@!$%"& stuff!!"

Tothisday, I’ m not certain what he meant!
But he can have his Maple Leafs, and I'll
gladly pay $40.00 any day for that much
| @#3& "% Medaltal!! o

THE A.E. CROSS HAT ASHTRAY

The Canada Olympic Park Antique Show was disappointing in so far as Alberta made
pottery goes. | did not hear from asingle person about an outstanding find that they had
made and personally | saw very little pottery other than the usual crocks, commonly
found vases and the occasional Hycroft or Medicine Hat
Potteries piece.

One vendor did send me this picture of a hat ashtray that
apparently was sold at the show for what | thought was a
staggering amount. Reportedly, the vendor was at one
time asking over $300.00for it, and | heard that eventually
he got about $275.00 for it. Even in excellent condition
that would be ahigh price, but considering the large chip
fromtherim, that wasan amazing price.
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vases but many were for named orders, and hopefully you will
recognize some of them from piecesin your collection.

The following information was largely obtained from Glenbow,
although | did confirm it by talking to the present manager of the
A.E. Cross Studioin Lethbridge, Ed. Keeling. He advised methat
there was absolutely no relationship between the two families,
not even as distant cousins. Out of curiosity | asked if he was
familiar with these hats, and he was. In fact he has been unsuc-
cessfully looking for one for several years now.

Alfred Earnest Cross, ca. 1890-1951, emigrated from England to

PrinceAlbert, Saskatchewan, and settled in Lethbridge, Albertain
1920. By 1924 he had opened A.E. Cross Studio, a photography

MEDALTA’'S CHURN VASE

businessthat offered portraitsand commercial photography, photo
finishing and picture framing. The studio was|ocated at 906-3rd
Avenue South, moved to 614-3rd Avenue South in 1927 and then
to 710-3rd Avenue South in 1952 whereit isstill located today.

A.E. Crossretired ca. 1948 and hisson, Reginald A., became man-
ager. The company was renamed A.E. Cross Photography Ltd.
about 1967, and in 1970 Terrance Bland became manager. The
following year, the business appears to have been renamed Terry
Bland's Photography Ltd., but thiswasonly for ayear. By 1973,
the A.E. Cross Studio was apparently re-established at the same
location with Reginald as manager. L ater, about 1976, Ed Keeling
became manager and heisstill theretoday.

Kedicine Hat, Alta,,

April 12, 1v40.

It only took 22 years, but at long last |
finally know what M edalta meant when it
referred to aChurn Vasein aletter dated 12
April 1940. Back in 1980 or 1981 when |
went through the fourteen storage boxes
of Medalta's records held by the Provin-
cial Archivesin Edmonton, | copied most
of the lettersthat referred to products, es-
pecialy ones that referred to pieces that
were not common. | did not copy every
letter mentioning teapots, mixing bowls,
crocksor butter churns, asthere werethou-
sands of them, but a letter like thisone |
did.

Why? Simply, be-
cause | had no idea
what the correspon-
dents were discuss-
ing. Not for aminute
did| think that it was
indeed avase. Who
in their right mind
would make a vase
modeled after a 5-
galonchurn? Atthe
time| probably thought that it was simply
atypographical error wherethey were dis-
cussing either avase or a churn.

But now we know that it really wasavase,
avery largevase, presumably alawnvase,
made using the mould
for the 5-gallon churn.
In addition, we also
know another name of
one of Medalta's deco-
rations, "Red Granite".

Thanks to Bruce Dou-
glas of Vancouver who
wrote the booklet on
Medalta'slamp bases, |
am able to share these

pictureswith you. Hewasthe
lucky collector who picked up
thisvase and withinaweek an-
other one finished in a blue
glaze.

One might well wonder why he
picked up the vase as it does

¥r, Alex B, Crulcksnenk,
Melfort, Sask,
Dear Sir:

Further to your letter or April tie bHth we are
’lad to give the foldowinz prices:

. 4/14 jardinier (19" top diam., 153" heiaht) 7.00 list
These are glazed in various oolours, usually mottled orimson,

not bear a Medalta stamp.
What caught his eye was the
colour or finish of the piece, as
the speckled red brick-likefin-
ish was almost identical to a
coupleof lampbasesinhiscol- &%
lection, differing in
having less black in

the glaze mixture than the lamp
bases. Also, he recognized the
similarity in handlesbetweenthis
vaseand what M edd tamarketed
asitscookiejar vasewithitsstrap
handles.

When he phoned to advise me
that he had found anew Medalta
vase, onenot shown in the book-
let "Know Your Medalta:
Vases', | was the usual doubting Thomas
until he started to describe it to me. His
description struck a cord, and sent me on
asearch of my fileswhere much to my sur-
prise | found the long forgotten letter.

While the mea-
surements differ
dlightly for both
samples of the
churn vase, they
arewel | withinthe
range of variation
that is observed
for 5-gallon
churns made by
Medalta, and

other decora

decoration.

mottled green, a conbination of white and brown glazes, and
&Iona which you may ohose.

Churn-Vase. This is about the same size as either
a 6 gal of 5 2al churn. These are made up in very attraotive
multi-ocolour decorations, partioularly the red granlte
ou may just mention approximately the kind of
combination you prefer and we will have this made up.

We are morry to say that we have discontinued making
vases ag anown on your sketoh, and have nothinz simllar to

Hoping to hear from you very soon, we remain

Yours very tmly,

The Medalta Potteries Ltd,,
For/B,G,Phillipson.

both were made using yellow burning clay.

Medaltaremodeleditschurnsaround 1930,
replacing the tall cylindrical, unhandled
oneswith oneswith amore bulbous body.
At the same time the sizes were changed
from the American wine measure ones to
the Imperial gallon ones (about a fifth
larger). Thehandlesonthenew stylechurn
were applied separately, and therefore it
was easy to make the churn vases, by re-
placing the usual solid lug handleswith a
more decorative strap-style handle, along
with removing thein-
ner ledge at the top
for holding the
churn’slidin place

Asexpected thevases
have the number "5"
impressed in the bot-
tom and thetaller one
stands about 19-

Cont’d on page 7
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FOLLOW-UP:

Yet Another High River Furniture Plate

Recently a B.C. collector
picked up another floral pat-
tern, bringing thetotal tofive
different plates so far (see
newsletter no. 17). Thelay-
out of the advertising is the
same as for the others, with
Season’s Greetings arced at
the top and with the store's
name at the bottom. The
colourful floral spray is cen-
tered onthe plate, and inthis
instance it consists of a bou-
quet of three round pink roses, a couple of rose buds, avariety of
other flowers in yellow or blue and a number of green leaves
scattered throughout. How many more floral patterns will we
find?

More Varieties of Hycroft's High Stetson Hat

Recent donations to the FOMS
have permitted meto photograph
two more examples of the high
style Stetson hat made by
Hycroft.

Thefirstistheusual gold writing
onaplainwhitehat. Thewriting
at thetop of the hat isdifficult to
photograph clearly due to being
well worn on the piece, but it
states "WELCOME TO/
CALGARY STAMPEDE".

LREON & Gru,a‘,_}
? o

Frov “\)"
Hign pyeg 72

The piece does not have a Hycroft stamp on it, and so far | have
not been able to find the invoice record for the order. However,
the FOMSS collection does include the rubber stamp for placing
thiswording on the back of the hat, confirming that this hat was
indeed made by Hycroft.

The second example has "SASKATCHEWAN CONSISTORY
1958" arced at the top in gold and bears the Consistory cross-
shaped logo at the bottom. The crossisexecuted in red and white
with the number 32 in the center being in white.

For those of you that do not know what this ashtray may be
commemorating, and | must admit that | had noideamyself until |
went to the World Wide Web,
it relates to the Free Masonry
movement. The Consistory is
the third (and highest) body
within Scottish Rite Masonry
and, inturn, withinit, thereare
some 14 separate degrees. The
32-degree, Sublime Prince of
the Royal Secret, isapparently
the highest level that one can
obtain within the Consistory.

| had in fact heard about this
ashtray some years ago, but |
did not includeitin the article
on Hycroft's high style hats as | was not sure about the accuracy
of the notes that | had made, and | did not have a picture of it on
hand at thetime. What threw me off, making me wonder if | had
not made amistake, wasthe date 1958 asthat waswhen thisstyle
of hat wasdiscontinued infavour of thelow style. (See newsl etter
No. 13for the Stetson article.)

| still do not know the specifics for this ashtray, but it probably
was ayear-end gift to members of the Saskatchewan Consistory,
or perhapsit simply was a souvenir marking a convention. e

HYCROFT VASES REVISITED

In the Spring 2002 newsl etter, issue number 17, | illustrated all of
the shapes that have been identified so far for Hycroft's limited
line of vases. Only one of the shapesisfound with any regularity
inthe marketplace, and asyou can seefromtheillustration it came
in two distinct sizes, one about 7.25-inches high

and the other about 9.5-inches high.

In that first article on Hycroft's vases, space did
not permit an examination of thispair of vases. That
we will do now, examining how these vases were
used for advertising and souvenir purposes.

TheHycroft records show that thefactory, at times,
referred to its vases using the roman numerals one
to five. The number for thisvaseis presently un-
known, and perhaps they even had different num-
bersfor each of thedistinct sizes. Similarly, | have
not yet run across any consistent description of this vase as
given by Hycroft, but as you can see the vase has a globular
body leading to arelatively slender neck that flares outward at the

rim. Small vaseistheterm used most often, but at other timesitis
referred to as the bud vase and the narrow necked vase.

The Large Variety

We can fairly quickly dispense with the large variety
of the vase as so far | have only seen a couple of
examples of souvenir/named
vases. Thefirst oneshown here
hasonitssideafloral decal spray
consisting of acentral dark pink
rose with other yellow and blue
flowers around, as well as rose
buds and leaves. The decal
shows well against the plain
white background, and the vase
isfinished with gold trim around
therim.

| have actually recorded three examples of
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thisvase, and all had a‘ Com- |

pliments of Harry Veiner’ _‘ : 3" o M
stamp on the bottom.  This & Ji\ ”j R TA
vase, both in the large and FgR: = WM
the small size, was often sent L 4 .‘r ; A o

to friends and acquai ntances
of Harry Veiner, and when
this vase was not chosen as the gift, the teapot trivet often was.

Theonly souvenir vaseinthelarge sizethat | have seen wasonewith
"MEDICINE HAT STAMPEDE" arced over colourful rodeo scenes
on opposite sides of thevase. One sceneis of acowboy onabucking
bronco and the other is of a cowboy roping a calf, all displayed on a
whitevasewith a2.0 cm. wide gold band and agold stripe around the
top and with another gold stripe around the middle of thevase. The
scenesthemselveswere produced using brown, green and blue colours.

Was this a prototype in hopes of getting an order? | really do not
know, but sofar | have only seen the one examplewhichwasfoundin
the Hycroft warehouse and, to date, | have not been able to find an
invoice for such apiece.

The Small Variety

The small variety was apparently the one most often chosen as an
advertising or commemorative piece. And, likethelargevariety, you
can alsofind it with several different "Compliments of Harry Veiner"
stampson the bottom and with at least two different floral patternson
theside. The samefloral patterns can also be found on vases bearing
aregular Hycroft stamp rather than aVeiner stamp.

| have also see one example with the Black Angusimage screened on
the side of awhite vase with areddish-brown wash
around the upper quar-
ter of thevase. It may 0“9\_\101 ENTS Or

have been an unfin- ¢

i i eRY VE/

sned oample =11 Q¥ avor on Ep
\CINE 4

Hycroft Warehouse, WEL 7

and it did not have any
goldtrimonit.

The Saskatchewan Jubilee Series:

A group of vases found in the Hycroft warehouse
may well be prototypes, as so far they have not
shown up in the marketplace. In addition, only one of them can be
matched to an invoice and as if often the case, not enough descrip-
tionisgiven to be 100 percent sure of the match.

The serieswas produced to mark Saskatchewan’s Diamond Jubileein
1965. Onevariety isdecorated on one sideusing adecal of adiamond
with"60" onit, with " Jubilee" horizon-
tally placed in old English styleletter-
ing above the diamond and with the
dates"1905" and "1965" placed verti-
cally on the left and right sides, both
the design and naming in dark brown.
On the other sideisthe multicoloured
Saskatchewan provincial crest. Both
decals show well against the white
vase that is finished off by applying

goldtrim around therim.

One example in the FOM S coallectionsis plain with no addi-
tional naming while another has the name "ROSE TOWN"

below the provincial crest.

The second variety is laid put
down quite differently and does
not usethe provincial crest at all.
Rather, on one side, it has the
word"SASKATCHEWAN" run-
ning vertically above the same
diamond decal as described
above. Thevertical linein bro-
ken by placing the CH of
Saskatchewan side by side. On

the opposite side one finds the name of the city or town in
gold. The example shown here has "Prince Albert" placed
obliquely in gold, script style lettering, and another was an

identical stylewith"Moose Jaw"
script. Athird examplewasamost
the same, differing in only hav-
ing the name"MACKLIN" writ-
tenin block style lettering rather
than script.

The only vase in this group of
fivethat likely can be matched to
an invoice is the one named to
MooseJaw. Invoicenumber 6209
dated 8 July 1965, sent to The
Rosery Flower Shop of Moose
Jaw, Saskatchewan, billed themfor
12 vases marked "M OQOSE JAW,
SASK" at $14.40 dozen. While
the invoice naming does not
match the vase itself, as it does
not include the word SASK., at
least the invoice date is right for
the Golden Jubilee.

If | had to guess as to what hap-
pened, | would say that Hycroft
was reguested to prepare samples
of avase marking Saskatchewan's
Golden Jubilee. Thisled to pre-
paring the two formats, one with
the provincial crest and onewith-
out. Next, they tried to market the
vase, and much to their surprise,
they received only one or two or-
ders. Surely, if more orders had
been placed, the jubilee vases

5
1
§
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0
E
W
A
N
Jubilee

would be showing up in the marketplace, and in the invoice

records.

The City of Medicine Hat:

The City of Medicine Hat placed the largest ordersfor vases
that | have run acrossin he Hycroft records. Onewasfor 500
small vases with decal and the City Crest at $.65 each on 4
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Aug. 1965 (6461); another was for 346 small, decorated vases at
no charge on 23 Dec. 1965 (7722); and lastly another 500 small
vases, with the Wild Rose decal and "MEDICINE HAT" were
billed at $.65 each on 26 April 1966 (8786). Probably therewere
other ordersaswell, but so far these are the only onesfound that
specifically mention vases.

TheAugust 1965 order islikely for the vasein the Glenbow Mu-
seum collections which has"THE GAS CITY OF THE WEST"
arced around a feather headdress on one side and the Alberta
wild rose decal on the other.
Thecrestisinbrown and, as
usual, the vase is trimmed
with gold at therim.

Whether or not the vase
shown here that has "The
City of/Medicine Hat" on
one side was one of those
ordered by the City or just a
general souvenir isnot pres-
ently known. Thenamingis
in gold, and on the opposite side the vase is
decorated with the Albertawild rose in pink and green, with the
decal being titled "ALBERTA/Wild Rose" in fancy script at the
lower left-hand side.

Other Medicine Hat Vases:

Other varietieswith the name Medicine
Hat on the vase werelikely just general
souvenirs carried by various gift shops
in the City, but so far | have not been
abletoidentify any specific orders. One
of these is decorated on one side with
the Silvery Pinedecal (stemsand leaves
in gray and brown, with maroon cones),
and on the other side it simply says
"Medicine Hat/Alberta, Canada’. The rim is a bit fancier than
othersasit hasawider gold band and agold stripejust below the
rim.

A second general souvenir has"Medicine Hat" in red rope style
letters and on opposite side the multicoloured Alberta provincial
crest with awreath of wild roses around. It too is banded with
goldjust below therim.

A third variety is similar to the one above
except that it hasthe" ALBERTA/Wild Rose"
decal instead of the Alberta provincial crest.
Regretfully |1 do not have a picture of this
vase as yet.

Business Vases:

McElgunn’s Steak House located in Medi-
cine Hat placed several ordersfor vasesover
theyears. They werebilled for 40 small vases
($1.25 each) and 20 celery dishes ($.60), both
with brown shading, on 28 June 1966 (9439)
andthen 4 yearslater for 36 small vases, blue,
with "McElgunn” on them at $1.95 each on
31Aug. 1970 (9377). Both exampleshave been found inthe mar-

ketplace and whilethelettering isbasically the same, the orienta-
tion is different. The vase with the reddish-brown shading has
"McElgunn’s/STEAK HOUSE" obliquely placed while the blue
vase hasthe writing placed horizontally. Both havethe cow skull
design to theleft of the words " Steak House" and both have gold
trim at therim.

The Canadian Wax Gallery, |ocated in Banff, Albertawasbilled for
10 small vases, brown shading, with "Canadian Wax Gallery" in
brown at $1.85 each onthe 21 March 1969 (6358). At present, | do
not have apicture of the single examplethat | have recorded, but
here is its description. On the side "CANADIAN/WAX/GAL-
LERY [someletterswithlongtails|/ BANFF ALBERTA [small let-
tering]" al in brown on awhite vase with areddish-brown wash
around the rim and the base, with thick/thin gold banding around
the top and with a gold stripe around the middle.

The Skyline Hotel located in Swift Current,
Saskatchewan, was billed for 40 vases, nar-
row necked, marked "Skyline Hotel, Swift
Current" &t $10.80 dozenon 2 Oct. 1959 (5162);
and, later, for another 60 bud vase (as per
sample) in blue, yellow, pink and green, at
$10.80 per doz. 31 Oct. 1962 (5011). My notes
indicate that at |east one of these vasesin the
hands of a collector, but at present | do not
have a photograph to share with you.

Vase Orders:

As there are so few orders for vases in the
Hycroft invoices, | decided to list al of the
onesthat | have not yet seen here. Someweresimply onevaseas
part of aset, while otherswerefairly substantial orders. | suspect
that many of the Ranch sets (decorated with images of Hereford,
Charolaisand Angus cattle or the mare/colt scene) included vases.
Unfortunately, the invoice record often just listed a set of dishes
without giving the particulars of what comprised the set.

Until we see an actual specimen, the style of vase remains ques-
tionable; but, | am sure that the majority will be this shape.

Asusual, if any of our readers have examples of any of the vases
listed below, or for that matter ones mentioned above for which |
had noillustrations, | would welcome pictures of them toinclude
in afuture issue of the newsdletter.

e a101 piece set in the Charolais pattern with brown shading,
gold trim and with the brand "MH" (conjoined) or "M-1", was
billedto Mrs. M.D. Hyland, Montario, Sask., at $360.50 for the
set on 31 March 1977 (invoice no. 7941) whichincluded 2 small
Vases.

« theAlbertalnstitute of Agrologists, Vauxhall Branch, Medicine
Hat, was billed for 100 small vases at $1.10 each 9 June 1967
(2196); decorated with the centennial crest and with "A.l.A./
June 9th & 10th. 1967./MEDICINE HAT", the silkscreen costing
$10.00extra

» The Canadian Ceramic Society, Medicine Hat, washilled for 70
flat ashtrays, assorted colours, no pink, $.35 each 29 Oct. 1960
(8086) and for 30 vaseswith crest (no charge); marked "M EDI -
CINE HAT, October 1960/WESTERN SECTION" and withthe
crest of the Canadian Ceramic Society.
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¢ the Christian Businessand Profes-
sional Women's Club and Council,
MedicineHat, washilled for 2 small
vases, goldtrim, with"C.B.PW.C."
at $2.50 each 30 Sept. 1976 (7612)
and for another 65 other vases,
likely not marked asthey wereonly
$2.15each.

¢ the German Canadian Club, Medi-
cine Hat, was billed for 50 small
vases with the Alberta rose decal
at $1.75 each 15 July 1971 (1105)
marked "GERMAN CANADIAN
HARMONY CLUB/Medicine
Hat."; another 50 small vases, same
decoration and price 17 July 1972
(2965).

» Hilde'sFlowers, St Albert, Alberta,
washilled for 36 small vases, deco-
rated and personalized (no details)
at $1.00 each 26 Oct. 1966 (295).

 276items, brown shaded, goldtrim,
"Kootenay Hotel" at $1.35 each 1
April 1968 (4157) whichincluded
12 small vases, 24 large safety ash-
traysand 2 wagon wheel ashtrays;
later another 25 small vasesand 50
large safety ashtrays, both with
brown shading and gold trim, at
$1.35 per item, were ordered 23
Aug. 1968 (4952), all with
"KOOTENAY HOTEL/Creston,
B.C." onthem.

« theL.O.B.A. Grand Lodge Commit-
tee, Lethbridge, was billed for 77
vases, white with the Spray Rose
decal, lettering in gold, marked
"L.O.B.A./Provincid Grand Lodge/
of Alberta/Lethbridge/1965." at
$1.25 each 11 March 1965 (4976)
and then another 26 vases on the
17 May 1965 (5563). L.O.B.A.
standsfor Ladies Orange Benevo-
lent Association.

* Nootka House, Port Alberni, Brit-
ish Columbia, washilled for 36 bud
vases, totem polein brown, brown
shaded top and bottom, gold at top,
a $1.75eachon 18 Oct. 1968 (5377).

* the Variety Club of Toronto,
Ontario, was billed for 20 large
steins, 37 no. 238 mugs, 6 large ash-
trays and 1 large vase, al deco-
rated and personalized at no
chargeon 8 Nov. 1965 (7395). *

SOME NAMED MEDALTA HOTELWARES

The September Blue Mountain antique show
was a disappointment as | neither saw nor
heard of any outstanding
pieces. Good Medaltapieces
were nonexistent and even
Medicine Hat Potteries,
Sunburst and Hycroft
pieceswerehardtofind
and, when present, of-
ten priced beyond what
collectorswerewillingto
pay.

For example, one dealer
had aMHP platter decorated
with the map of Canada decal
priced at $85.00, and whileit did not
sell during the two days that |
was at the show, it did sell
on the last day. He also
had two 14-inch Hycroft
platterssimilarly priced,
$80.00if | remember cor-
rectly. OnehadtheHere-
ford decoration on it
while the other was a
Saint John's Ambulance
piece. Apparently they did
not sell at the show. Personaly, |
think they are probably worth that as

Hycroft originally sold some plattersin the $50.00
t0 $75.00range.

Another dealer had a Hycroft mug with adver-
tising oniit for agas station, but at $28.00 there
was no taker.

| did see afew pieces that | expected to move
quickly that did not. One dealer had a pair of
coupe soup bowls made by Medalta for the
Harrison Hot Springs, well marked on the bot-
tom with the special stamp occurring on such
pieces. Theblack, central geometric design, ap-
plied with a rubber stamp, stands out boldly
against thewhite plate with black banding onit.

The second pattern that he had was one

named "Elmwood", the naming being in

solid black against the blue rim

= trimmed with ayellow band be-

; tween the rim and the white

\ centre. | presently do not

\ know where the restaurant

| was located that used this

| pattern, but | certainly have

not seen many examplesof it

before, and he had both apair

of plates and coupe soup
bowls.

All of the pieces were priced at

$40.00 each which | thought was a

fair price, and | was truly surprised that

they did not sell over the three days
of the show.

Lastly, | heard of, but did not
see, acookiejar similar tothe
oneshown here. It wasdeco-
ratedwithwhat | call thesten-
ciled apple blossom decora-
tion on a band running
around themiddleof thecookie
jar. Onthebottom wasthe deco-
ration number "67". You canfind
various background colours includ-
ing green and blue, but this one was in
bright orange. | heard that it sold for about
$90.00, not abad price even though thelid
wasareplace-
ment and
did not .
match the
jaritself. e

Medalta Churn Vase - Con’t from page 3

inches high. Apparently thewallsare about 5/8
of aninchthick and, reportedly, the vasesweigh
quite a bit. | do not know if earthenware and
stoneware weigh about the same or not, but |
suspect that they do.

What did the red granite vase sell for? Only
$95.00 | was told, quite a bargain for a previ-
ously unknown vase. Hopefully some of our

readerswill now beableto pick upasample
of thislargelawn vase before dealers start
asking anarm and aleg for it.

May | aso suggest that you take another
look at the Medalta letter asit also men-
tionsad/14jardiniere. The4/14 shouldbe
indicting the style and size of the jardi-
niere, but personally | have never seenthe
No.4jardiniereinal4-inchsize. ¢
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A CORONATION TEAPOT

Wow! Who would have thought that this beauty
would originally go for just $25.00? | find it hard to
believe that any coronation collectible from 1937
would go so low, evenif it bearsno maker’smarkings
at all. But that iswhat happened.

As | heard the story, the first person to pick up the
piece, and there may have been others before him,
looked it over and decided to pass it up, as he obvi-
ously did not recognize it for what it was, Medalta
made. Another collector/dealer saw it in his hands,
and knowing what it

was, made his

way quickly l

to the side . i

of the one : : )
inspecting HE. M::‘:IZN ; ‘
the teapot. f MAY 130k 187 U

When asked \f&'{ﬂ X

if he wasin-

terested in it he '\"I"’ fhauase

did not want to show .

too much excitement, that

must have been difficult to say the least. | am sure
that | could never have kept my excitement hidden. |
would have been jumping up and down, if not actu-
aly foaming at the mouth! In any event, he kept his
cool at least long enough to have the piece handed to
him, not giving anyone else a chance to pick it up
fromthetableagain.

What happened next, | do not know, but | heard that
strange whooping sounds were heard in the Hillhurst
parking lot that morning!

It truly is arare piece for when | looked it up in my
notes| found that | had only ever seen one other, one
held in the collections of the Glenbow Museum. The
heavy, early-style beer stein and the Cyma picture
with effectively the same commemorativeinscription
on the pieces are seen more often. The only other
piece of equal rarity isthe two-piece ashtray that was
also produced as a Coronation souvenir. But that is
another story, and perhaps in the next issue of the
newsletter | can show you what it looks like.

Theteapot isthe rounded top variety and whileit had
no size markings at all, it was the six-cup size or the
No. 30 teapot. The inscription above the maple leaf
reads "King George IV. Queen Elizabeth/  CORONA -
TION/MAY 12th, 1937" and below isfound the motto
"Dieu et mon Droit", and al the naming isexecuted in
brown lettering against the honey glaze. It was al-
most in perfect shape with only avery tiny chip from
the spout.

What wasit flipped for? $600.00 | heard, but | think it

likely would have gone even higher if it had been
placed inaMedaltaauction. e

THE PALOMINO RESTAURANT

As mentioned in the past, | have a special interest in acquiring the accesso-
riesthat help to document Medaltaproducts. Theitemsshown hereare some
more examplesof what | liketo run across.

Just over ayear ago, the Calgary Stampede was the recipient of scrapbooks,
pictures, posters and other items coming from the estate of the well-known
cowboy Herman Linder. Herman made his home in Cardston, Alberta, and
was an active member in various cowboy associations and in promoting
rodeos throughout southern Alberta. He kept scrapbooks filled with pic-
tures, letters, newspaper clippings and sometimes asouvenir of an event that
he attended.

In catal oging those scrapbooks, | ran acrossamenu
from The Palomino Restaurant in Fort Macleod.
Herman was invited to a Civic Luncheon spon-
sored by the Town of Fort Macleod on October 9,
1952, in honour of Vincent Massey, Canada’'s Gov-
ernor-General at thetime, and asamemento of that
luncheon, he saved the menu/program brochure.
Just look at the cover of that souvenir. Itiseffec-
tively the same Palomino horseimage asfound on
the Palomino china, excluding the gate, the horse
rearing on its hind legs with the foothills in the
background.

Just when | ran acrossthe matchbook cover, | do not recall,
but most likely it was something that appeared on ebay. It
too isfrom the Palomino restaurant.

In the past, a southern Alberta Medalta collector advised
methat the Palomino pattern disheswerefrom Fort Macleod,
and if | had any doubts previously, | think that these docu-
ments prove its location.

The Palomino dishes are certainly a popular pattern with
collectors, not only for the horse image but aso for its
bright colours, yellows, greensand brown. Thelarger pieces
such as dinner plates, side plates and pitchers usually de-
pict therearing horsein all itsglory, whilethe smaller pieces
such as individual creamers and fruit nappies often just
show the ranch gate and/or the name Palomino in rope
style lettering.

There is no easy answer as to what the Palo-
mino items are worth as prices vary with the
item. Sometwo yearsago aside plate soldfor
$140.00 but in more recent times they have
soldinthe$60.00 range. Thepiecesonly show-
ing the gate or using the name Palomino usu-
aly sdl in the

$20.00 to
$40.00
range. Thelarge 3-pint, hotel-style, tan-
kard pitcher that
Glenbow has
would likely
fetch at least
$200.00 in
today’smarket. o

® CONNECTED WITH.
SOUTHERN ALBERTA'S
* FINEST BAKERY

CLOSE COVER BEFORE STRIKING
—_—
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SOME RECENT PRICES

A Banff School of Fine Arts Cup/Saucer:

Every onceinawhileyou get
what appears to be an aber-
rant bid for anitem. The Banff
School of FineArts cup and
saucer was such an item.
Someone certainly wanted
this set in the worst way as
they were willing to pay
about $240.00for it during an
ebay auction. Wow!! Obviously someone €else wanted one as
well asit does take two to tango.

Previousto this price, | had not heard of a cup/saucer going for
morethan $60.00 and | can only conclude that the bidder wanted
this set for a special reason, perhaps as a memento of attending
the school or maybe just to complete a set.

Beer Steins by Medalta:

This group of four
beer steins went for
an average price of
$25.00 each, not a
bargain but in my
opinion a hit under-
priced. Theebay de-

scription/picture did —

not mention any |

damage, so | must )‘

presume that the ~ 4

condition was good. 5
i

| do not know what
the Medalta marks
were on the pieces, but that style of beer stein was introduced
about 1938 and made through to 1954. Each of the four steins
wasadifferent colour: oneadark green, another maroon, and the
last two dlightly different shades of yellow.

Items by Medicine Hat
Potteries:

Thislittlecreamer sold for about $45.00

Canadian. It is only 2%-inches high
and was finished in a yellow glaze.
Others have sold for about $25.00.
On the -
& \ other
0 N ‘.4.:_ \ hand, around flat ashtray ad-
ic’ . vertising "IRONSIDE &
3 Py " PARK LTD. Lethbridge,
i '3 Alta" sold for about $21.00

e 5 Canadian. That inmy opin-
ion wasabargain as| have

& only seen two other ex-
"éﬁndgmf 5

amples of thisashtray.

MEDALTA'S BIRDER WARES

Therearestill afew Medaltapiecesthat | know only from acata-
logueillustration of the piece. This page showstwo of them, the
pigeon nest and the canary nest.

PAGE TWENTY

MEDALTA-

CHICKEN F‘OUN'I‘AFNJ

COVERED COMBINETTES (s /,'r fﬁwj
This Combinette is supplied with or without
rover s requested. Made in light grey stoneware, ¥
Houlds approximately 3 gallons.

y
——
Bizes & and 7 inches.

S A%

COVERED CHAMBERS

Made in Grey Stoneware; ean be supplied with
or without covers. Medium size,

RABBFE DRII\ KING FDUNW‘
el ety fotigt

f}&/ﬁpuﬂ"—‘- Lol A
=

Plain

Fancy
CANARY NESTS

P 4(/,7”&,‘/ &’A/(Ak 4—/"""—’

CUSPIDORS
< Plain_or fancy Cuspidors glared Seith——ich-

e. Sizes 64 and 7 inches.

At -’é"—v---v /7,:/5( LG

Lk [ #r
/&"19 ?

The page shown here was a mock-up for a catalogue that was
intended to be printed about 1931 or 1932 asfar as| cantell, and
presumably it was the Great Depression that prevented its publi-
cation. Medata'ssaleswerecertainly falling off after 1930, and as
they got less and less it would have been difficult to justify the
cost of printing such a catalogue.

From other records, particularly theyear-end inventories, we know
that the pigeon nest was introduced in 1926 and discontinued
around 1935. The canary nest had a shorter life span being
produced from 1927 to about 1932. Theillustration saysthat the
pigeon nest was 9-inchesin size, presumably its diameter. Asto
the size of the canary nest, we can only guessthat it is about 634
inches in diameter, assuming that the illustrations are propor-
tional to one another.

One other aspect of the canary nest that isreadily apparent inthe
illustrationisthefact that it washoled. Not being abirder, | do not
know the reason for doing this. Wasit to lighten the piece, to let
water run through or for some other purpose? For al | know it
may have even been for the bird to enter its nest as maybe one
was supposed to put acover of some sort over it. Quitefrankly, |
am not even surethat such a piece had anything to do with canar-
ies; but, if not, why the name?

As the hand writing may be difficult to make-out, | am quickly
going to list what is says on the catalogue sheet:
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- Cuspidorg/Plain or fancy Cuspidors
glazed in colors Green, Blue or Brown
Sizes6Y2and 7 inches

- Chicken Fountain: Sizes¥2& 1 galon

- Rabbit Feeder/Sizes6 and 7 incheswith
aheavy brown glaze

- Rabbit & Dog Drinking Fountain with
oval inside bottom to prevent breaking
withwater freezing

- Pigeon Nests Unglazed correct shape/
Onesizeonly - 9"

———

PIGEON NEST

- Canary Nests Sanitary unglazed nests/
onesizeonly

CANARY NEST

Hopefully by sharing this pagewith you,
someonewill know whereto look to find
samples of these pieces. | have heard of
Pigeon Farms and presumably that is
where one might find such a nest. But
where and for what purpose would a ca-
nary nest be used? By someone raising
canaries? If any of our readers have any
information concerning the use of these
pieces, | would welcomeit. ¢

WANTED

Please email me at gettyr@nucleus.com
or cal meat 403-273-1132 (best after 6:00
PM or on weekends/holidays) to tell me
about your recent finds or any unusual
pieces in your collection. Perhaps you
have some €electronic pictures that you
can sharewith me. There are still many
pieces for which | do not have photo-
graphs, and | would welcome your help
inbuilding my repository for future news-
letters. Thank you. Ron Getty

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Email: Appraisal Request
from W.C.

| am enquiring about a pair of 10-inch
bowlswiththe RAF insignia. Thestamp
isMADE BY Medalta (Medatais writ-
ten) 52 CANADA VITRIFIED. Thereare
no chips, but one has a hairline crack
around the bottom of the bowl.

| enjoyed my recent visit to the Medalta
Museum and whilethere, | asked thetour
guide about these bowls... What istheir
value and were many
pieces made? | ob-
tained these 2 bowls at
agarage sale for $2.00
each. The lady told me
that when she got mar-
ried, and movedintothe
Air Force housing, they
were issued acomplete
kitchen set of this pat-
tern. Thank you for your help. Wendy

Packed 1 doz. to carton.

Hi Wendy:
From your description, | think you have
the bottom half only of Medalta’'s Cov-
ered Vegetable Dish. The measurements
that | have on three bowls are all 10.25"
dia. across the top by 4" high. The 5.5"
height mentioned in the catalogue de-
scription refersto the effective height in-
side the bowl when the cover isin place.
A Cagary col-
lector has the
top half of the
bowl with the
RCAF crest on
it, but | have
never recorded
the bottom half
before.

It is hard to
place a value
on only half an item, but you
havethe better half, asthetop

The lid and bottom can be used as separate dishes.

sold for, | would suggest that your bowls
wouldlikely fall inthe$60.00to $75.00 range;
and, should you ever complete the set by
finding alid, the price would surely double
and, perhaps, even be a bit higher.

Please send me a picture of your bowls if
you can, as| would like to show themin the
Medalta Newsletter that | write. Also if you
can contact thelady fromwhom you acquired
thebowls, | would like permission to contact
her to get more information about the Air
Force connection.
Also please see if
you can get her
phone number for
me. | would really
like to know where
she was living at
the time that she
moved into the Air
Force housing as
well astheyear that it occurred. | sincerely
hope that you can get more history for me,
asit is the history that brings the pieces to
life

Ron Getty

P.S. Wendy could not find the people from
whom she acquired the dishes. Inall likeli-
hood they had moved away. She did, how-
ever, get afriend to take these pictures of the
bowlsthat | am sharing withyou. Both dated
to 1952 by the M edalta stamp on the bottom.

Covered
Vegetable Dish
10" dia. - 5%2 deep

CAT. No

W 160/ C— White
GB160/C - Green Band
RB160/C - Red Band
S160/C = Slipware

Shipping weight approx. 70 Ibs per carton,

that | saw wasnot marked with
a Medalta stamp. Based on
what some of the other hard-
to-find Air Force pieces have

703 Wood Street
Medicine Hat, Alta
T1A 8S9 Canada
Phone 403-529-1070
FAX 403-580-5868
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