Medalta’s Measuring Cup A New Book on the Alberta
Medalta made a measuring cup as one of the eight or more ite Pottery Industry
made for Ogilvie Flour Mills over the years and, in all probability The canadian Museum of Civilization com-
the cup was made in 1929. The Medalta papers clearly show thaksioned Anne Hayward to write this Mer-

2001 the 1927 and 1928 selections were cury Series book to coincide with the opening
the 7-inch special mixing bowl and of the Medalta Pottery Exhibition that is now
4OR & Py,
Y e &

the plain undecorated 1-pint tank on display in Ottawa/Hull. Presently, | am
ard pitcher respectively, but the only part way through the book, and for that

later records are not so clear. 0GILVIE'S reason | will not comment on it other than to

The records for 1929 are largel Royei say, if you want a book that shows Medalta’s

missing but the measuring cup i4 Household products then this is not for you. While it

recorded in the 1930 year-end in ::,““E' F\;t" mentions products throughout, it seldom ac-
GE.

ventory records, listed only in the tually shows any pieces.

“Goods on Hand” section, not the What | have shown here are the title page, the

“Goods in Progress” area. And back cover which gives a summary of the
eventhough | cannotabsolutely rule out 1930, I feel that 1929 Wagntents and a bit about the author, and the

the year the measuring cup was selected as the giveaway pieg@er information as provided in the book.

I will not go into more detail for the reasons behind this belief agyhen | phoned to getthe price, | was advised
when it comes down to it, does the exact year really make thifat it costs $29.95, plus GST and handling on
much difference. top of that.
The measuring cup appears to have been made exclusively for the

Ogilvie venture as | have never heard of nor seen a cup with othe”

general advertising on it. All have borne Ogilvie advertisin
slogans. Over the past twenty years, | have in fact seen only qr
cup with no advertising onit. Itwas likely one of the left over yea
end pieces, or perhaps one taken home by a Medalta employle
It has for ten years or more been sitting on the high shelf abop:
the sales counterinthe Triple E Store in Medicine Hat, and it may R
well still be there, if anybody wants it, as | saw it as recently
six months ago.

The earthenware measuring cup was made using Medalt
yellow burning clay and, after the Merchant’s name and Ogilvie’
slogan was added in black oxide, the whole was sealed with a cl
glaze which brought out the yellow colour of the clay. The cu
stands about 3 3/8 inches high and measures about the sal
its diameter across the top. | seldom took the time to record th
measurements of this item, but there are height and diamefe
variations of 1/8 inch or a bit more.

The interior is marked in black giving four gradations which ar
from the top to the bottom (the first one about an inch below the
rim):1cup-8o0z.,%cup-60z.,¥%2cup-40z.and ¥scup -2 oz.
markings are often crooked, likely a reflection of the difficulty in
stamping the piece on the interior. And

I would be very surprised if the measure

ments were anywhere near accurate.
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Ceramic The measuring cup is one of the fey
History

pieces made by Medalta that can be s3
to be either left or right-handed. Mos
handled vessels have the spout oppos
the handle and for that reason can |
used equally as well by either left or right-
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handed individuals. Itis only because the
measuring cup has the spout oriented 9

degrees to the handle that this distinction

can be made by collectors.

At present | have no statistics about the,, 514 hold it in that
frequency of each type as | never made,ang and pour either to my left or towards

such a distinction when | recorded collec-
tions. My pho-
tographs show

i

that almost all gé,‘f,:;‘"‘o% :
the ones that | %§iT® g
took pictures of  Heusehald
are left-handed  "ssion c@

as the handle is

The Medalta Review

Editor: Ronald M. Getty

216 Maddock Way N.E., Calgary,
Alta T2A 3X3 Canada

Phone: 403-273-1132
gettyr@nucleus.com

Photographer: Jim Simpson
Design & Layout: Tony Hansen

Published & Distributed by:

The Friends of Medalta Society
703 Wood Street SE

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8S9
Phone or FAX (403) 529-1070
Dianne Finch, Chairman
info@medalta.org

The Medalta Review is published quar
terly in the interest of keeping collectors af
Alberta made pottery informed on newly
found products, current prices, history of
the potteries and other aspects relating|to
the Alberta pottery industry. Each issu
includes a Hycroft and Medalta section.
Other columns will bring you reports re
garding Alberta Potteries (Wyatt and
Yuill), Athabasca Potteries, Medicine Hat
Potteries (Little Chief), Medalta (1966
Ltd., Provincial Industrial Enterprises
(PIE) or Sunburst Ceramics, and our ques-
tion and answer column will reply to inquir-
ies from our readers and museum visitors.

Subscription is $20.00 per year. Back is
sues are available from the Friends of
Medalta at $5.00 each plus postage and
handling.

Copyrighted by the Friends of Medalta
Society. Reproduction of any part of this
document is unlawful without written per+
mission.

D

on that side of the
spout. | have seldom
sed a measuring cup,
utif | were to use one
of the Ogilvie cups,
being right-handed, |

land’'s Bakery,
Kelowna, B.C.

The only other vari-
ation in the stamp-
ing is the presence

or absence of two

Flour
side by side aster-

isk-like symbols above the Ask For. The

GRVIE'S
Royal

me. Pouring this way seems to go with thépresence of such a symbol indicates that
most natural rotation of one’s wrist, along that particular merchant had previously
with being able to see whatyou are pouringordered the 1927 and 1928 advertising pre-

and where it is going.

miums. The rubber stamps were not re-

But as | said, | do not do any baking and Iplaced yearly unless they had to be due to
seldom, if ever, have the need to measurglamage orwear, and itis the asterisk variety
the number of ounces needed. When | ddhatis found on the 1927 mixing bowls. Of
read arecipe and it says halfa cup, | simplehe thirty re-

grab acup fromthe cupboard, any cup, anadtorded mer-
fillit half full. If an ounce onewayorthe ¢ h a n t
other makes any real difference | havenames, only
never noticed it! But since the majority of four
Medalta's measuring cups have the handlesshown the
to the left of the spout when the cup is asterisk vari-
facing you, perhaps measuring cups are, iration and all
fact, intended to be usedinthe lefthand. Atwere B.C.
least that way a right-handed person couldstores.

stir while pouring.

have

The Ogilvie

Did Medalta intentionally make left and slogan is most often located below the
right-handed cups? | doubt it. | suspectpouring spout, but examples can be found
that the right-handed ones were made acwhere the advertising is on the side. For the
cidentally rather than at the request of themost part, the stamping on the measuring
merchant. cupsisfairly legible but as the naming was
The central advertising slogan, usually in@pplied to a curved surface, you often find
a circular format, typically has the mer- & few incomplete and/or smudged letters.
chant's and/or store’s name at the top(Please note that the smudged lettering on
while the location - usually both the town Some of the cups shown here is due to
and province - is arced below the sloganenlarging a very small picture, not poor

Less common is the horseshoe-like formatmarkings on the piece itself.)

where there is no
text around the bot-
tom of the Ogilvie
slogan. The mer-
chant’'s and/or
store’s name and lo-
cation have in all
cases seen so far
been in capital lettering.

Following this discussion is a listing of all
the measuring cups that | have recorded,
and so far some 30 different merchant’s
names have been found. In looking over
the listing you will see that 25 of them
represent businesses located in British Co-
lumbia, four were from Alberta and only
one from Saskatchewan. In spite of the fact
that Alberta and Saskatchewan ones are so

found on the measuring cup. The commorfnce in the price being asked for them by

one, all but one store, is the one sayinglealers.

“ASK FOR..." (as-

signed code 1-2 in
the checklist). The
other slogan “WE
USE..."” (code 1-3)

appears on the cup
named to Suther-

ASK FOR
OGILVIE'S
Royal

Flour

Generally, the cups fall in the $150.00 to

$250.00 range when in good condition and
a few have even sold for more that that,
particularly a piece from a British Columbia

ghost town. The condition does not make
as much difference in price as it does on
other pieces such as vases and mixing
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bowls. Cracks, chips and stains usually lower most Medalta piecdSORD'S GROCERY
by 50% or more, but with advertising pieces itis usually not mor®1ARA, B.C.
than 25% unless the damage is quite significant. Rarity is parttpde 1-2 no **: 1x
responglble for this as many of the_measurmg cups are known -bMARROP&DISTRICT
only a single sample. Of the ones listed herein, less than ten hz—als )

X ) ! -OPERATIVEASS'N.
been recorded in three or more collections and, at present, fiv 0

1. ARROP, B.C]

the mostthat | have recorded for any one merchant. The other MAIN - 12 with = 2x
factoristhatitis very difficult to find a perfect measuring cup. The '
nature of the piece resulted in chipping of the spout and rim whehAYHURST & BRYCE
being washed and, oftentimes, they are discoloured by what wdERNON, B.C.
measured in them. code 1-2 no **: 2x

Checklist of Medalta’'s Measuring Cups *C.B.HUME&CO.LIMITED

In this listing, the first two lines indicate the store/merchanfe EVELSTO.KE,;E'C'
markings found on the measuring cup. Where | have added tﬁ%de 1-2with*: 1x
location or other information not on the piece itself, it is placed inW.A. HUNTER
square brackets. The last line gives the slogan code and tH@NEBUTTE, B.C.
guantity that | have recorded in my notes. Thus, 1x indicates thetde 1-2 no **: 1x
only a single specimen has been recorded so far.

*A KILBY
As usual, if you have a piece not recorded here, | would welcomgarRISON MILLS, B.C.
hearing about it and receiving a photograph of it to share with odpde 1-2 no **: 1x
readers in a future newsletter. [Not yet seen so the wording could be
* AGNEW & COMPANY different ]
ROSSLAND, B.C. *J.R.LUKER

code 1-2 no **: 4x

« APPLEDALE GENERAL STORE
J.M.KULL[APPLEDALE,B.C.]
code 1-2 no **: 1x

*ARMSTRONG CO-OP.SOCIETY

GOLDENPRAIRIE[SASK ]
code 1-2 no **: 1x

s. Mour +

*MARSHALL'S KASH STORE R % pe s
SILVERTON, B.C.
code 1-2 no **: 2x

ARMSTRONG,B.C. *NELSON & ARCHIBALD
code 1-2 no **: 1x _ GRANDE PRAIRIE,ALTA.
«W.BLAIR B . code 1-2 no **: 1x
BRISCO,B.C. *PRINCETONDEPT.STORES

code 1-2 no **: 1x

*W.B.COOMBES
FORT ASSINIBOINE, ALTA.
code 1-2 no **: 1x

*CRESTONVALLEY CO-OP.
ERICKSON&CRESTON|[B.C\]
code 1-2 no **: 1x

*DESBISAYS' DEPT.STORELTD.
MISSIONCITY [B.C\]
code 1-2 no **: 4x

*DYNE'SFEED STORE

PRINCETON&COPPERMT. [B.C/]
code 1-2 no **: 2x

*QUALITY GROCERY CO.LTD.
CRANBROOK,B.C.
code 1-2 no **: 2x

*THE RIBSTONE TRADING CO.
RIBSTONE, ALTA.
code 1-2 no **: 1x

«THE S.AF.E.LTD. [SALMON ARM
FARMERS EXCHANGE] , ;Q“’
SALMONARM. B.C. focisics'
PENTICTON, B.C. code 1-2 no **: 1x ¥ towscnatd
Lt
code 1-2no **: 3x « SHIELDS & CO. LIMITED ke
-ENDERBY GROWERSASSN. | LUMBY,B.C.

ENDERBY,B.C. code 1-2 with **: 1x
code 1-2 no **: 5x

*M.J. FINLAYSON & CO.
SICAMOUS,B.C.
code 1-2 no **: 1x

|
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*SIMPSON & GOWANS
LTD.

SUMMERLAND, B.C.
code 1-2 no **; 1x

*SLATOR & PERKINS
HIGHRIDGE, ALTA.
code 1-2 no **: 2x

*SUTHERLAND'SBAKERY |

KELOWNA,B.C.
code 1-3, 4x

«THE COMPANY STORE
TRAIL,B.C.
code 1-2 no **: 5x

*THEAL&BOYDLTD.
CHILLIWACK [B.C\]
code 1-2 no **: 5x

«J. T.WOOD
GOLDEN,B.C.
code 1-2 with **; 4x

Continued from page 1

Some Hycroft Acronyms Deciphered

A Low Stetson Hat

The Hycroft invoice records provided th
full name for what D.V.A.E.N.E. stood for.
In the broadest sense, this piece might
classified as a military collectible now tha
we know it was commissioned to mark ¢
meeting of the Department of Veteran's
Affairs Employees’ National Association.
| did not try to confirm that their annual
meeting was held in Calgary that year as
believe that the ashtray speaks for itself
that regard.

The invoice (no. 4977) for 150 white hats

was sent to the Department of Veteran’s Affairs Employees’ National Associa-
tion, Calgary, Alberta, on March 11, 1965, charging them $170.00 for the lot or
about $1.15 for each ashtray.

The hatitselfis white with a gold hatband and the usual gold trim is found around
the brim. The Calgary, Canada, atthe backisin gold while the D.V.A.E.N.E/1965
is in dark brown.

A 9-Inch Commemorative Plate

Thanksto the footwork of Audrey Malek and the staff oftt  _£¢/ ;ﬁ_;/
Medicine Hat Museum and Art Gallery we have been al Aoy 4. fsr
to answer a collector’s inquiry as to what L.O.B.A. stani
for. Their search of the internet for a web page with LOB
in it lead to the Ladies Orange Benevolent Association ot
Alberta. This organization, the ladies section of the Orange Lodge, among other
causes distributes revenues generated from an endowment fund to a variety of

¥

Aoy Hot

May | add that | would welcome areview of this book chilgren’s programs.

for afuture newsletter, if any of our readers will take

the time to write one. ¢

A SocIAL AND Economic HIST

THE ALBERTA POTTERY INDUSTRY, 1912-1990

“Thisstudy ofthe history of potery producioffin Medicine

Hat, Albera covers the years

1912 to 1990. It the height of tt

1915 to 1960, and focusses on the economic

plant processes, and the people who made an{

“This book traces the factors that affected the Bergence, success, tribulations, and demise
of pottery production in Alberta in the conte¥f of the provinces economic history. At the
e of the pottery story: rivalry and espionage among
&and failures of scientists who struggled to
rocesses, and the daily lives of workers and

pomryd\ubwkuavzlubkmu.f B

V:hn

nd social impact “of the industry both locally
and nationally. As a study of material history, i examines the pottery industry’s outpur,
these products.

company records and catalogues, cmnngi I
and newspaper accounts, The Alberta
arifg story; enriched by the memories of people

and success from

Itisa Emmmpkmmz(

Titles in the Mercury Series can be obtained

by calling 1-800-555-5621;

by e-mail to <publications@civilization.ca>;

by Internet to

<http//www.cyberboutique.civilization.ca>;

or by writing to:

Mail Order Services

Canadian Museum of Civilization
100 Laurier Street

P.O. Box 3100, Station B

Hull, Quebec J8X 4H2

While |1 did not find out much about
when LOBA was organized, the per
son who | talked to advised me th
the Red Deer branch has bee
around since just after the turn of th
century. | asked her and anoth
member of the Lodge ifthey recalle
ever seeing these plates or the vas
that were given outin 1965, but the
did not.

The Hycroft invoices record severa
sales entries to the Ladies’ Orang
Benevolent Association. The first

pair of orders dating to 1957 included the plate illustrated herein. The initial order
(invoice no. 5669) was for 100, 9” plates, game birds in flight decoration, with gold
L.O.B.A.inscription, billed to L.O.B.A. c/o Mrs. R. Hall, Medicine Hat at $5.50
dozenon February 12,1957. Then afew months later another order was filled, this
time for 78, 9 or 10” Regency Rose plates, Holiday style, with a gold stamped
L.O.B.A.inscription at $5.50 dozen on April 30, 1957 (6797) which was billed to
L.O.B.A. Medicine Hat.

I have notyet seen an example of the later 1965 orders which recorded “L.O.B.A./
Provincial Grand Lodge/of Alberta/Lethbridge/1965” in gold on 77 vases, white
with the Spray Rose decoration, at $1.25 each on March 11, 1965 (4976) billed to
L.O.B.A. Grand Lodge Committee, Lethbridge, and then another 26 identical
vases at the same price on May 17, 1965 (5563). «
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Selected Hycroft Dinnerware Patterns

It has been a while since we looked atorgeometric patterns used by Hycroft. Theple, yet has a modern charm.” The accom-
Hycroft's decorative dinnerware patterns, colourful image shows what | presume to panying illustration shows that the cup
although we did reexamine the Breeze patbe a French aristocratic couple in a garderwas also decorated with stylized trees and
tern and the two Jill patterns in the lastsetting. Both seated, the man wearing aredhat the cup was the high style or style no.
issue. (See issues 7, 8 and 10 for othecoatand blue pantsis playing aflute, while322.

Hycroft patterns. We will now illustrate the woman wearing a yellow dress with anone of the Hycroft back-stamps that |
another half dozen or so patterns for whichlarge red bustle is fanning herself as sheyaye recorded gave the pattern name, al-
we know the names and have illustrations listens to the music. though they did say hand decorated.

Thanks to the little pattern book that Should one of our readers have this patterfe,om a collector’s viewpoint the pattern
Malcolm McArthur kept, we at least know in their collection, | would appreciate re- geems to be fairly hard to find, and so far |
the pattern name, pattern number, decateiving a photograph of it. have only recorded side and dinner plates.
and style of dishes for all but one or two of ond as aquick reminder to our subscribers, .

the patterns numbered from 501 to 565.particularly new ones that do not have aCubes: Pattern No. 2100

Until we actually see a piece, we cannot besgpies of the newsletter, please be advisedhe Cubes Pattern was available from 1959-
100% sure of the placement of the decal (inhat Hycroft produced its dishes on three1971, arelatively long period of time which
the center, atthe side, etc.) or how the piecgjifferent shapes: the Balmoral shape withmay indicate that it was fairly popular.
was treated further, be it with speckling, its fluted or swirl design rim or exterior, the Produced on the round coupe style dishes
stippling or banding. round coupe or Holiday shape, and thethe pattern consists of two separate clus-
Basically what the factory did as they cameoval or orbit shape. (For the full discussionters of cubes off to the side, the outside
out with a new pattern was to list it in this of these forms see newsletter number 7.) edge of the clusters connected by an encir-
little loose-leaf binder giving the pattern cling stripe about an inch inside the rim.

name, number, style

of dishes used, the|
decal number and
often the finishing

trim. At the bottom

of the page they
glued a sample of
the actual decal that
was used. The Le
Chateau pattern
page shown here ig|
typical.

Le Chateauis one of
the few patterns in
this booklet that |

have not actually
seen in the market-

Pattern Description

# 501 = leChateau

Balmoral Shape (Fluted)
Comrercial Decal # 668 (centre)
Gold Lace Border Stamp # 1
Backstamp leChateau - 22 K Gold
No Lines

place. | could well

have walked by a plate with this design ontrees.
it, as it is so different from the usual floral Treeswas made for four years from 1963 tdfion the catalogue also advises that “cups

B .
MeD1oye way, B ground ... sim-

Trees: No Pattern Each cluster is a different colour (one blue

Number and the other yellow) and each is com-

The Trees Pattern is pro- prised of three cubes (two large and one

duced on the round coupe tiny one).

style dishes and there is no And you

evidence that it was ever as- ¢an also

signed a pattern number. The find both

design is comprised of three blue and

highly stylized coniferous b | a ¢ k

trees at the left-hand side of Stripes and

the plates and likely other €vV€n ones

dishes as well. The back- With  no

ground colour has been seenstripe atall,

in pink, greyish-green and the plain

plain white. In one instance, unstriped variety being seen the least often

a pink plate with brown trees, inthe marketplace.

there was a wash around the The 1964 Macleod’s catalogue lists 20-

rim matching the colour ofthe piece sets at $6.25, sets that were acquired
from Hycroft for about $3.25 each. In addi-

1966, and by August 1966, Hycroft in-
voices were being marked “Pattern no
longer available.” in reply to requests for
this pattern. The 1964 Macleod’s Spring
and Summer Catalogue lists the 20-piece

Continued next page

luncheon set at
$6.35, and thereit
was advertised as
a “Gracefully ex-

pressive tree de-
sigh on a Soft
Green back-
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and cereal bowls are uBE Interestingly, about rated with the daisy flower, albeit only
a solid blue” which “f,:", mo..:h September 9, 2001, two a single flower rather than a pair.
explains why | have 64" diameter cereal - An April 1969 Hycroft price list gives
never seen the cube Wi‘f" bowls with this decal — the cost of 20-piece sets at $4.35 and
pattern on those  wene,, ar, WOEETR centered in the bottom 32 piece sets at $7.55.

items. Infact, sofarl of the bowl sold on ebay for about $34.00 Cana-

have only recorded dian, and one of the bowls had a small chip fronldlewylde: Pattern No. 545

the pattern on side and dinner plates.  the rim. The Hycroft stamp found on the bowls
By the way, when the catalogue says solidS the one shown here that | have designated G.
que,_it may Welllmejan pieces with blue Daizy: No Pattern Number

exteriors and white interiors (a.k.a. blue/ )
white lined). The illustration of the Cubes T1he Daizy
patternin the 1967 Hycroft Price List shows Pattern is
both blue/white lined and yellow/white !iSt€d in
lined 320-A style cups sitting in front of the t e

dinner plate. Hycroft
; .. records
Cubes pieces are usually marked with 3 rom 1964-

Hycroft backstamp that gives the pattern 1970. and
name above the hand decorated markingOn th'e in-

Wistful: Pattern No. 536 voices it is

¥ Thanks to a B.C. collector | have a
usually picture of this pattern to share with

Iist_ed as you. It is found on the plain white
Daisy not Daizy as on the Hycroft backstamp.Coupe style dishes off to one side. As

Even though it was sold for some seven year%yOu can see from the image shown
it apparently was not that popular a patternhere, it is quite different from the

judging by the number of times you find it listed Idlewylde 2600 pattern. In this early
in the Hycroftinvoices; and, further- o1 the leaves are largely in out-
more, you do notfinditinthe market- 1o form with the borders being in

place very often. black, grey or reddish-brown. The
Just recently | two small leaves, in blue, are the only

saw the first DAIZY ones solidly filled in.

1 " T m
ebay auction of / = The Hycroft records suggest that this

this pattern and = -~ '-/-‘)_l% patternwas available in 1956 and 1957

that piece, a 6%2" = imas :
. ’ ;e only, and 20-piece sets sold for
side plate sold ™o e, wo™ around $3.75 each. »

for about $7.75

Four orfive years ago, | picked up a couple
of dinner plates bearing the Wistful pattern
decal for the Friends of Medalta Society,
but unfortunately they did not include the
pattern name as part of the backstamp
Now thanks to Malcolm McArthur’s pat-
tern book we know
both the name and
number.

Wistful was pro-

duced on the
round coupe style
dishes with the de-
cal being centered
on white dishes

with a platinum Canadian. Asis so often the case withldlewylde: Pattern No. 2600
stripe just inside

the rim. Itonly ap- smaller pieces, the vendo_r did not The |ater Idlewylde pattern was pro-
pears for one year, ) 3 know the pattern name as it was notyyced from 1959-1964 on the round
1956, in the Hycroft AR m_cluéed as part of the backstamp.  coype style of dishes, and it too does
sales records. Itis _ * Sop ke Daizy is found on the round coupe style not seem to have been very popular
quite different from > of dishes and is listed as one ofasitisseldomseeninthe marketplace.
what you expect to Hycroft's hand decorated patterns. Like the earlier pattern, it is basically
see in a Hycroft pat- Placed on plain white plates, the patterna leaf design, buta more colourful one
tern as the floral consists of a pair of 4-petal yellow flow- where the leaves are fullyfilled in. The
and leaf pattern is ers, each with brownish centers partlyone in the FOMS collection is de-
all in shades of extending into the petals, and each withscribed as having “a dark green and a

gray. Offhand, 1do - a branching black stem. The flowers yellow leaf on one side and a light
not recall any other were likely putonthe plate using alead- green and a blue leaf on the other side
Hycroft floral pattern that was not multicol- foil stencil, while the black stems were drawn onof a black arced line (1/4 circle) sepa-
oured. Just what the leaves and flowerd?y hand. rating the two pair of leaves, all on a

may be will be left up to you to determine, | do not presently know what style of cups wentwhite plate with a blue band around
but they appear to include daisy-like flow- with this pattern as | have yet to see a markeghe rim”.
ers, bluebells, dill and what may be a fernone. However, the cup likely has the daisyThe Hycroft records state that it is
leaf. pattern on it as | have recorded saucers deco-

Continued next page
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comprised of blue, green or yellow
leaves with either a blue or a yellow band

ANEW COOKIE JAR DECORATION

around the rim. The pair of side plates Since the last newsletter, two examples of thigjuer without damaging the patternitself!
shown here have the two varieties of rim lacquered cookie jar have come to my attentionPerhaps the explanation would be read-
banding, but regretfully when printed in the first from a collector in Ontario and the ily apparent if one was looking at the
black and white the difference cannot besecond through an email request for informa-piece rather than just a photograph of it.
discerned. The cereal bowls and cupgion. As you can see, both examples are th 1o is very early, perhaps 1930-1931,

were available in either blue or yellow.

So far | have not seen a Hycroft stamp
that includes the pattern name along
with the hand decorated stamp, but this
could well be due to not seeing very
many examples of this pattern.

e

Polka Dots: Pattern No. 1400

dots.

Advertisements indicate that the cupOther cookie jar
and cereal bowls were solid colors avail- 9lazed in that man-
ableinblue, yellow or green. The saucergher and | must pre-
to go with the cups though, it seems,Sume that such a

were decorated with the coloured dots adinish would in-
crease the cost

they are found in the marketplace.

large cookie jar
with the twist
cord handle, and
both have the
decoration

what Medalta called this floral decoration. The most of you

This hand-decorated pattern is found onbackground colour is a semi-gloss black and o\  the
the round coupe style of dishes. Thefor that reason the green leaves do not standgkje jar
dots can be found in blue, yellow, green Ut too wellagainstit. The flowers themselveslamp baseis
or pink dots applied on plain white. The are white with yellow centers and most of thevery hard to
dots are quite large measuring about geaves are in two tones of green.
mm. in diameter. So far | have not seenThe cookie jar, missing its lid but otherwise in than
any samples where the colours werenextto mintcondition, isunusual asitis glazedone, | have
mixed on a given piece and, to date, | havewvhite on the inte-
not seen any pieces finished with pinkrior. 1 do not recall

judging by the white oxide stamp found
on the bottom, G.13.b.

"BAETA,

number “48” on
the bot- Wape v CaANAPA,
tom. ——
Decora-
tion ANOTHER COOKIE JAR
number LAMP BASE
48 is not An Edmonton collector was kind
one of the enough to send me the photographs of
numbers

) this piece, and | sincerely appreciate the
that Iran across in the Medalta papers ofe | of collectors in sharing their finds
stock ledger, so | do not presently know ith me. As

find. Other

this

only re-

corded two

ever hearing of an- others and
both of

those were

decorated with the iris pattern. If you
have one of the newer versions of Bruce
Douglas’ booklet “Medalta Lamps” you
can see the iris pattern in its full colour,

Polka dots was somewhat. The blue irises with green leaves around, all
available from LKA DOp factory stamps on against a yellow background.
PQiuvicomigdS  the bottom in- The floral decoration on this Edmonton

1959t01969,and W

it was an
7%2*;7“
CANADA

underglazed
hand-decorated

pattern h'ﬁum,uﬁ"'
usually

with its own

backstamp

on the

larger

pieces. e

cluded the oxide *
G.18 and the im-
pressed M.7 mark,

piece appears to be the apple blossom
design but like the other cookie jar lamp

: ) bases it too does not have a decoration
which together date the piece from 1930'numberanywhere onit. The flowers are
1932. in shades of yellow with a white center
The second specimen, in poorer condition,and brown spot in the middle, while the
sold at auction in Manitoba for $300.00 leaves are in greens and yellow, all
thanks to being chased by three separatagainst a red background. Although I
collectors. $300.00 seems a bithighto me fodid not inquire as to what was paid for
the condition of the piece but admittedly it this piece, | suspect that in today’s mar-
isarare item. Also, | am at a loss to explainket it would sellin the $350.00 to $500.00
the condition as most of the leaves andrange even though it has no identifying
flowers are fairly intact. It almost appears Medalta label on it.

that someone tried to remove the black lac-
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Three More Hycroft Hat Ashtrays, High Style A Named Medicine Hat Potteries
. Cup and Saucer

FOLLOW-UP f,_ LAY was somewhat Thank goodness the cup was displayed so that
Newsletter issue 13, Spring"  ¢. ( worn. Th'rtY'f'\_’e you could see the lettering on it, otherwise | am
2001, discussed Hycroft's high' < dollarsisabithigh g, e that | would have walked right by. After all,
style, hat-shaped ashtray giv<== - sty fora I_-|ycr9ft hat, itwas just plain white and in that commonly found
ing a listing of the named pieces that had ondition. but eseeﬁ;'aslhi/t'insv\‘:\?or?th 92A shape!

been recorded to that date. In the last siX. ' X P | picked the cup up to check for a mark on the

hat much as a Stampede collect- X ) . o
months three new ones have come to m dle P bottom and indeed | was not disappointed asit, like

attention. ' _ _all92A and 92B cups that | have looked at, had no
The one advertising the Acme Novelty Due 1o the wear, the_ picture here is mark on the bottom. What was surprising though
Company is now in the FOMS collection not too cle_ar, butitis the best that was the saucer on which the cup was sitting. Itwas
thanks to a Calgary reader who decided td can do with my scanner. marked with the same diamond shaped symbol as
donate his hat to help complete the Muse-The third hat also showed up on on the side of the cup, right in the center of the cup
um’s collection. As usual for these hats, ebay, andwasreally surprisedthatring. Most matching saucers have the naming on
the writing was in gold on plain white with N0 one else bid onitconsidering the the rim where it can been seen when the cup is on
no hatband or trim around the rim, and fact that it also related to the Grey the saucer, but in this case the naming on the
neither was it marked with a Hycroft stamp- Cup. After the exchange between saucer is hidden when the cup is in place.

ing. The naming on this hat is much busierdollars and with shipping charges
thanwhatyou usually find. Itsays “ACME added on, it cost about $25.00 Ca-
NOVELTY LTD./WHOLESALE/723-10th  hadian.

Ave. S.W./Phone AM 25064/CALGARY” The naming in case it does not
at the front & “TOYS - JEWELLERY - show clearly in the picture says
GIFTS/CARNIVAL EQUIPMENT/ “MEDICINE HAT GREETS/
TROPIES” ALLOUETTEMAJORETTES” at

at the back the front & “ENROUTE TO THE

facing the | GREY CUP GAME/1958" at the

opposite di- | back. .

rection. 1T S it like al Il high stvie h h So | picked up the saucer to check for a stamp and

M h t, like almosta '9 S'Fy ehatash- imagine my surprise when | found that it had one.
y searc trays, has the pamln_g in gold on gn There in black oxide, as clear as could be, was the

of the otherwise plain white hat and it ‘Little Chief trademark.

Hycroft does notbearamaker’'s mark. Sofar . .

rubber | | have The saucer is what | refer to as the high style of

stamps and ? n o t saucer as the rim is not flattened as on the other

invoicesdid | i been f:ommo_nly seen style of saucer. _It measures 6-

not produce able to inches in diameter and stands 1-inch high. The

cup is just under 3-inches high and measures
about 3% inches across the top. What the
naming YAPA within the black diamond shape
stands for is presently unknown. One person
thought it might have something to do with the
Anglican Church, but so far I have not been able
to confirm that. Can one of our readers help us?
I hope so; please phone or write if you know what
the initials stand fore

aspecificreference tothis piece. Acme wadind the
a distributor through which many busi- order
nesses placed orders for named pieces, arfdr this
the lack of specifics in those records pre-hat in
vents a positive identification of the ordert h e
for this particular hat. Hycroft

“WELCOME TO/CALGARY STAM-  fecords.

PEDE"isthe naming on the second ashtray’

that showed up. It originally was listed on

ebay selling for about $20.00 US, and the FROMTHE EDITOR

it resurfaced at the Canada Olympic Par

antiqgue sale Thank you for your patience in waiting for the Malibu Club special issue of the news-

where the asking ; : letter. It is presently in the hands of the layout artist, and hopefully will be in your

price was $35.00 home before the end of October. For your interest about eight of our readers made a
; donation to the FOMS to make this issue possible, and while they did receive a chari-

Canadian. I . ; . ;

should have table donation tax receipt, that only partially compensates them (about 42%) for their

b ht it for th gift. Just over $200.00 was received from our readers, and since each issue has direct
ought it for the costs of just under $200.00 we have a little bit to carry over for next years special is-
FOMS society

sue.
even though the To each one of you for making this issue possible, my sincere thanks. And on behalf
gold lettering

of all of our subscribers, thank you, thank you, thank you. -
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Medalta’s Double-Spouted Creamer

The Medalta letters clearly show that the company wanted
to make the double-spouted creamer

as it could be quickly jiggered a

opposed to making the more decor

tive slip-cast one with its rolled rim

and base.

The taller one, shown below on th
left-hand side, recently appeared o
the internet auction ebay and su
prisingly only received one bid. Ad-
mittedly it was not a
thing of beauty as it had
a fairly good sized chip
from the base as well as
gray staining on the
white interior. In addi-

tion, the dark green of
the exterior was unusu-
ally dull which I have

described as a drab
dark green in the past.

After converting the winning bid to Canadian funds and
paying another $5.00 US for postage, the price was about
$14.00 Canadian, so it was not a bargain, especially consid-
ering its condition. Why was | willing to pay this much for
it? Primarily because this style of creamer is hard to find, and
I had not seenitbefore inthe dark green/white lined hotelware
finish.

Bill Kellett, the B.C. Medalta-Holic mentioned in the last

creamer withthe one | acquired. Inaddition, inthe middle, he
included the single egg cup at my request as | thought thi
this creamer was simply the egg cup with spouts pressed fro
the rim. Such does not seem to be the case.

Medicine Hat, Albarta
December 17, 1941.
Mr. B.A. Cunliffa,

136 Water Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

Dear Sir:

Wa have on hand your order no. 2727 of Dacember
12th, which you want in a rush. The 2 oz. creamer is
alright, but you have a note that the 1 oz. creamer
should be the regular creamer and not the double lip.
Unfortunately we discontinued making our regular 1 oz.
creamer and we make the double lip only. This is done
because we can always make the double lip creamer at
least three times as fast as the other one, because it
is jiggered, while the other one is cast. However, it
would be easy for us to make the double lipped creamer
with the one lip provided the shape is satisfactory.

Will you let us know if it would be alright to
make our double lipped creamer with the one lip only.
If not we may have to cast the other one, but it is
rather a slow process.

Yours very truly,
MEDALTA POTTERIES LIMITED

CODES:
A.B.C. BT ED.
BENTLEY'S

newsletter, kindly provided me with this photo comparing hiS omiena. s Lerren

TELEPHONE MARINE T7BAT

CABLES:
COLOREXIM

@almmbia-@rient Fxport and Jmport Co., Titd.

B.A. CUNLIFFE, MANAGER

B W. CUNLIFFE, SECRETARY

AGENTS:

Medalta Potteries Led.

The small double-spouted creamer measures 1 5/16 inch:
across the base and is 1 7/8 inches high, while the larger ol
measures 2 inches atthe base andis 2%inchesin height. B«
are marked with the G.33 mark. The single, footless egg cu
on the other hand is consistently a bit smaller measuring 1°
inches in height.

The only other colours that | have recorded for the double
spouted creamer is plain white and wine. ¢

Hotel & Hospital Supply Co.
J. H. Middleton & Co.
Citcle Bar Knitting Co. Ltd.

138 WATER STREET

VANCOUVER, B. C.
CANADA

December 20, 1941

Medalta Potteries Ltd,
Medicine Hat
Alberta

Dear Mr, Phillipson:

We have your letter of December 17, re our order 2727,
and have oonsulted with our client, but he will not
consider your suggestion that the 1 ounce creamer be
made d»y using the double lip creamer mold, and make

only ome lip,
that our client objects to.
therefare, to ocast the 1 ounce oream in the shape

ordered, even though it does take a little more time,

BAG/GP

It is the Aumpy shape of this creamer
It will be necessary,

Yours sincerely,

COLUMBIA-ORIENT EXPORT & IMPORT CO,, LTD
)/ 2 Y]
L /4 . /.

\L_{/k ¢ éi‘ IS (f Lt :/

:‘j
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The Best of the C.O.P. Sale

Email: From a Medicine - At long last, the first time ever | believe, the antique sale at
Hat collector y - & Canada Olympic Park had decent weather. For a change, we
We have been offered an “‘x-h,\______ were not all sliding through the mud nor shivering in the rain.
8-gallon crock as shownin ~5 | did not hear of any super finds at the show, but most of the

pottery collectors that | ran into had at least picked up some-

thing for their collections. As usual, | found a few pieces of
(o Sunburst and Hycroft that were good additions to the collec-
©) tions of the Friends of Medalta Society.

I managed to get pictures from another collector of two of the
rarer pieces that showed up at the sale, a style No. 1 vase and
a 10 gallon butter churn.

The No. 1 vase is indeed a beauty, finished in a glazed
decoration that | have not previously recorded, although one
collector advised me that he has seen the same decoration on
adifferentvase. Basically, itisaleafand
stem decoration in brown and green__
one made by Medicine Hat tones hanging downward on one side (k
Potteries with the ‘Little the vase. Towards the middle ofthe ste|
Chief trademark onit. are two dark green ‘blobs’ that may be
ones. The background colour is a sk
e around the top and bottom while th
/stem decoration is pleasantly ac
nted against a whitish area in th
enter.

the accompanying picture
and would like your opin-
ion on what it's worth.
Also please confirm our
belief that it is a drain bot-
tom crock.

Dear collector:

The 8-gallon crock is in-
deed a drain bottom crock
asyou surmised, and | was
pleased to hear about it as
| had not previously seenj

As toits value, large crocks are a hard sell at the best of times as ttﬁ
are so heavy and take up so much room. My guess as to value, w
is based on prices for Medalta’s crocks, would place it in the $125.f(£
to $175.00 range. A MHP specialist might be willing to go as high

$250.00 butif lwas still collecting for the Glenbow Museum | would not
go higher than $175.00. The number one vase for those who d

Editor's note: Thi i i wall t0aCal llect not know its size, stands only 5-inche
itor's note: This email question actually came toa Calgary collectof; ., “an is well marked on the botton

who consulted with me concerning it as he was not aware of its val fth an impressed stamping unique tu

orrarity. Ilater heard that the asking price for this rarely seen piece w, S
$1000.00. Wow!! » & vase. | do not know if this vase sold

atthe show or not but | heard that the
asking price was about $275.00.

Want Ads The date of this particular decora

tion is not known but the No. 1 vasg
Please remember that your subscription gives you a free ad up to thigis first introduced in 1932. My

words or so. Please take advantage of this to try to fill voids in yogg,ess is that it dates between the
collection, and if you do not want your name mentioned, the contaghq1936.

can be made through the editor. _ The second piece that | liked was th
Wanted: Hycroft cups inthe Serenada and Game Birds pattern (Canaglg-gallon butter churn. It appeareq

geese) and saucersinthe Doodles, New York, Shasta Rose, Silvery fin@e both complete with lid and
and Denim (green speckled) patterns. | am trying to find mates for igsher and in very good condition
widows. Ask for Bill at 604-434-6414. It was the earlier unhandled variet

Wanted: A Ranchmen’s Club saucer. Phone Hal at 403-249-5103. with one of the oval Medalta Pot-&
teries Ltd. stamps onthe side (G.5.f)
just above the bottom. Those characteristics suggest a date
from 1924 t01928.

The asking price was high, $475.00 if my memory serves me, but
not out of line for a rarely seen piece. Since | was only at the
sale the first day, | do not know if it sold or not.

703 Wood Street
MEDICINE HAT, Alta.
Canada T1A 859
Phone/FAX 403-529-1070
Friends of Medalta Society http://www.medalta.org
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